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CHAP. I. 


e My.C--d-uts Flmily, Etate 


Mr. Charles in Love with Iris. His 
Soliloguj. Diſcourſt upon Marriage 
* Money. ny. Leaves his Father 


orig. 
8 T RIOSIT V. is the nn 
univer fal of the Paſſions that 
| mſomoch, that fcarce an 
* auſtoichual. ſabſiſts amongſt 
wy, but would . willingly pry into the 


[va A 5 Affairs 


. 5 ee to the facts neee 
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Affairs of others, and be eq ; wa conver- 
ſant chefein as in his own; though ar 


th; ſame time, nothing is more ſtudiouſly 


him from the vulgar ear, 


conſerved: by 


than whatever may be relactive to 


himſelf, 
© That therefore, I may as far as good 
mannnets, and the gratification of both 
the agents, in the following hiſtory, and 
my readers will permit me, behave in- 
culpably on either part, and agreeably to 


the latter; I mu inform theſe, that 


the enſulng ſtory is carried on under 
obſcured names, in tenderneſs to the 
rties, and their deſoendants now living; 
ut that at the ſame time, having placed 


them as it were behind the curtain, TI. 


hall be more explicite in the ſeveral parti- 
culars following, than I could have been, 

had I given the leaſt room for gueſſing at 
the intereſted family, by any one, as yet 


Edward 8.44 Eſq; mel . a "ry 
antient and honourable family, whoſe 
immediate lineal anceſtors defcended 


. E . * 45 9 
1 
_ » 1 0 
* 9 
" 


in, Lionel de * in the reign of 
8 Hany 
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Henry the fifth, as younger ſon of five, 
moſt of the generations of whom, aro 
now extinct. 
Edward enjoyed a paternal Eſtate of 
about five thouſand pounds a year, ori- 
ginally; but by his own frugality, and 
by an inter-marriage with Joanna, the 
ſecond daughter of Lord B-, with 
whom he had a vaſt fortune, his ei 
at his death, amounted to ten thouſand 
pounds per Annum. 
Edward C--d--t, had iſſue by his 
lady, one ſon only, Charles C. -d it, 
whom we may imagine to be no ſmall 
darling to his parents; nor had he wanted 
for the moſt liberal education, that could 
poſſibly. be beſtowed: upon him, by his 
father ; but the old gentlemans genius, in . 
all other caſes, tending to parcimony, 
and the aggrandizement of his ſucceeding 
family, he had ever, from his infancy; 
inſtilled into his ſon Charles,, his own 
amaſling principles; and above all things, 
cautioned him againſt wedlock with any. 
woman whatever, not fully ariſwetable 
in wealth, to what his eſtate might de- 
mand; nay, he even aſſured him, that 
> A 6 with 


N © EP 
with the income he would one day be 
maſter of, very . few. women would be 
ſuperior. to his attempting. t 
This Doctrine, he would not only 
inculcate- by |,perſuafive arguments, and 
ſtating of - conſequences; but alſo: by 
threats and menaces ; vowing, that if 
ever he ſhould be fool enough to engage 
himſelf in a way inferior to wbat be had 
inſiſted upon, his whole paternal affection 
would be thereby ſo alienated from him, 


ds that he would leave every groat of 


his eſtate, rather to ſome meer ſtranger, 
or even the poor of the pariſh, than to 

him; and whenever he was upon theſe. 
topicks, he never failed to conclude with 
this reſolution, that ſo ſoon as he came 
of age,” he would take care, in his own 
life time, to ſee him ſettled; that his 


f 


views might be no longer ſubject to 


diſappointments. | 


Mr. Charles uſually gave him a moſt 
patient hearing, and being a young gen- 
+ Þvleman of a very dutiful diſpoſition, un- 
- Qoubtedly, fully purpoſed obedience in 
his on mind, to his fathers precepts; 
till about his eighteenth year, when Mr. 
| gt Charles 


. 
- 
A 4&4 
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cited the 
* 


leaſt of his ſmiles, or _ 


re 


151 
Charles growing ſuſceptible of the flame 


of love, he met with an object that ex- 
paſſion in his breaſt, to an 


wholly irre ſiſtable by him. 
The whole circle of the female fair, 


were now no longer worthy of the leaſt 


conſideration in his eſteem, compared to 
her who had ſo ſet his ſoul on fire; nor 
if he, as heretoforc, ever conſorted with 
them, was it with other view, than by 
depreciating them, the more to ampliſy 
the perfections of his beloved 1r:is, as he 
had chriſtened her to himſelf, and r 
called her. | 
Mr. Charles, whilft refle@ing upon his 
bis with the moſt inexpreſſible delight, 
would frequently interrupt the courſe of 
his meditations, by recalling to mind 
the documents of his father ; ; but then, 


_ ſtarting at the thoughts of her having no 


fortune; what am I about? would he 
fay; why dwells this lovely maid upon 
my ſenſes, when I am hut too certainlx 
apprized of the incompatibility of the 
enjoying her, with my fathers eſtate at 
his deccaſe ? Nay even ſubject to the 
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461 
allowance from him in his life-time ? 
Why then, (would he add) when fo 
many ladies ſurrounded me, of ample 
fortunes to my fathers wiſh, and beauti- 
ful, in the eyes of all men ſave myſelf ; 
ſhould I be ſo particular in my fancy, that 
none of them ſhould be equally agreeable 
to me, with my Tris. 
No ſooner would he have repeated the 
name, and thereby recalled before his 
eyes the lovely ſhe, than the whole flux 
of his imagination bending again to his 
beloved Iris, he would condemn his very 
ſuſpicions as foundationleſs, in that it / 
Wes impoſſible for nature itſelf to form a 
© ſecond, ſo maſterly a being as the exqui- 
© Having fatigued himſelf with frequent 
= repetitions of the ſame ſololiqui's, nor 
able to conquer his appetite, he reſolved, 
the next time that his father ſhould 
charge him with his precepts, to enter 
into ſome argument with him, relative 
to the pleaſing of his fancy in the perſon 
of a wife, as well as meerly gratifying his 
inclination for the increaſe of his ſub- 
ande; nor was it long, before he met 
non | . with . | 
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with an opportunity for his purpoſe ; two 
days together, ſeldom paſling, without 
his (more or leſs) being urged by the 
old gentleman, upon the prior head. 

Mr. Charles, upon the next occafion 
given him, aſked his father how a man 
was to behave, in cate he approved not 
the lady propoſed to him, though her 
fortune might happen to prove ever ſo 
large? For he was of opinion, that ſome- 
thing in every woman, would ſtrike ſome - 
one man, which by the reſt of his whole ſex 
might be over-looked ; and in cafe of a 
man being ſo ſmitten, how could the 
ſame man, he ſaid, ever be induced to 
reliſh any other object ? — 4 

Boy! replied his father, thou art 
young; too young to form a diſtinction 
in objects, and talkeſt wholly without 
book : Marry but the girl with a fortnne, 
thou'lt ſoon be ſo ſtruck by her, as to be 
indifferent to the reſt of the ſex, The 
old proverb is, . Mil, Love 
101 follow. 19118) 

I ſhould ſcarce gueſs bet: aid Mr. 
. Charles, that love muſt needs be the 
conſequent of marriage, from the num- 
2200 berleſs 
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berleſs unhappy matches a man may every 
day point his finger to; nay, I ſhould 
judge that he who had once fixed his 
inclination elie where, ſhould rather hate 


the object that is forced upon him, than 


love her; inſomuch, as ſhe muſt 1 
a perpetual bar to the felicity, he had 
before promiſed himſelf with Fo — 
lady; and the more fo, for that ſhe was 
forced upon him: For ihe mind being 
an arbitrary Agent, ſuſtains nothing with 
fo ill a grace as compulſion: So that = 
> ſhould think, he that loved her not 

before wedlock, ſhould. ten times == 
contemn, and hate ber afterwards, for 


2 that very reaſon. . 


3 thas art but a noyice, and k noweſt 


% tell thee ( Aarler, ſaid his: father, 


= nothing. «Why f boy l added he, is not 
” every.additional five thouſand that one 
woman brings you more than another, 
+ delcriptive of every human charm in her 
Res and mind; preferable to the other? 
- Conlider what an augmentation it will. 
be to thy cſtate; it will portion ener | 
child, and be daily une e 


wh... e © has | 444d 


a Shad Does | 


Does not every man owe to his aun 
the doing of the beſt he can for it? Then 
how can a man anſwer it to his poſterity, 
not to have made the moſt for them? 
Why? child | added he, my anceſtors, 
for ſome hundred years vaſt, —— the 
very eſtate that your grandfather left to 
me; and can you imagine I do not think 
it very hard, that they had never in all 
that time improved it beyond the original 
purchaſe ? If ſo, ſhall I then content 
myſelf ſtill to travel on in the ſame beaten 
path; and vrhilſt I augment it not myſelf, | 
condemn them for it? No, no, child! 
added he, I have almoſt doubled it fince 
I came to it, and could I but live one 
twenty years longer, I would treble it : 
For money child, begets money, and the 
longer it laſts in a careful hand, ĩt mul- 
tiplies in a manifold larger proportion in 


time, than in m alt years of wa pals 


ſeſſion. Ait 10 e 
1 5 all this, fir, faid Mr. Charles; 
but if it "multplied ten times faſter than 
you can ſuppoſe it to do, of what avail 
* be to him, who can have no 
87 comfort 


* 


[ 10 ] 


comfort with it ? For I remain hitherto 
unconvinced, how he that is married to 
a lady he loves not, can promiſe to him- 
ſelt the leaſt comfortable moment with 
her, though his wealth all the while 
increaſed mountain high, till he is ſo 
happy as to attend her to her funeral; 
eſpecially if at the fame time, he is 
thereby deprived by her, of the en- 
joyment of his fortune with one he 
admires, and "longs but to place in 
= ſtead _ that an a man, added 

better de maſter of the dompetency 
that he can enjoy, than of eee 
: * can never hope for ſatisfaction 
Wich. None: L 50 | 
Thou art a meer fool, boy! ſaid his 
father 3 what matters it who goes by the 
name of a mans wife? The reality thou 


may ſt have elſewhere, when thou ha'ſt 


but money enough; for the world is 
wide, and girls are daily to be purchaſed. 
Keep an whore that thou likeſt; it is 
faſhionable, Child! added he; or keep 
more, if thou wilt; but this cannot be 
done without money; therefore, what- 
ever"thou'do'ſt. Charles, let thy wy be 
SORES, ure 
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ſure to have money enough, and then, 
thou may ' ſt do as thou wilt for the reſt. 

Sir, replied his ſon, Mr; Trneman is 
perpetually cautioning me againſt the 
company of ill women, as an offence not 
only againſt heaven, but as one of the 
moſt pernicious, and ſcandalous actions, 
I can be guilty of on earth; and now, 
you ,fir, ſpeaking as if it were a-virtue, 
cry, keep an whore Charles; nay, a 
bevey of them. This then muſt either 
be a criminal act, or not ſo. ; whom then 
can-I truſt to? Lou ſir; are my father, 
added he; wherefore I ſhould moſt gladly 
obey you in all things, not contradictory 
to the divine will; this very deed, Mr. 
Trueman, a clergyman, and my W of 
tor, aſſures me to be highly ſo hom 
therefore, fir, am I to — rf 
M.iſtake me not, Charles, Aid bie 
father, who though - be began to be 
aſhamed of his advice, could nevertheleſs, 
by no means depart from his money- 
getting project; I ſaid not that you muſt, 
at all events, keep whores | or ſollouy 
naughty women; na, no, by no means, 
Sion added he, never let ſuch have the 


hong dominion 


[ 12] 
dominion over you ; but what I faid was, 


that of the two evils, I would much 
rather have you keep one, nay two or 


three ſuch women, whom you might 
ſhake off again at pleaſure, than to unite 
- yourſelf in wedlock, to any one who 
brings you not a ſufficiency, at all events, 
to compenſate for the Diſcommodities of 
matrimony, . 

Theſe very diſcommodities that you 
ſpeak of, ſir, ſaid Mr, Charles, are what 
I ſhould ſtudy to avoid, by taking to 
myſelf in fole property, the very woman 
F can be ſure to affect; and then, if I 
have but enough in life for us both to be 
happy with, what want ſhall I have of 
whores? Or why need I be fo anxious 
after immoderate additions to my eſtate, 
as to run the hazard of diſcommodities, 

with the woman whoſe money I covet, 
more than her perſon; for couſequently 
my diſregarding her perſon, muſt intro- 
duce. her hatred of me, to the utter 
confuſion of us both; neither can I 
ffibly conceive, added he, but that my 
eeping an whore abroad, muſt work far 
more difagreement at home, than ever ; 


and 
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and conſequently reduce me to the moſt 
infelicitous eſtate imaginable, from a con- 
ſtant ſeries of ſtratagems and hoſtilities, 
between me and my wife; till finally, 


we proceed to a ſeparation, in which 


caſe, what muſt become of my children, 
if I ſhould prove ſo unfortunate as to have 
any? For theſe, muſt be bred up under 
the very worſt of examples; whil'ſt we 
cohabit together, under perpetual jarrings; 
or upon ſeparation between us, muſt 
partly become orphans, in the life's time 
of their patents themſelves, 

But pray fir, added Mr. Charles, what 
mult prove my caſe, after ſuch a deteſted 
marriage; if, as will be moſt likely, I 


ſhall have no iſſue by my wife, to in- f N 


herit my eſtate; or only ſuch as my 
whores may produce me, which may 
with equal propriety, call my footman 
father, as myſelf, if my miſtreſs ſhould © 
fancy him beſt of two? Now fancy, 
added he, you know, is arbitrary in ſuch 
caſes; and what muſt become of our 
name, and familiy then, when all, that 
has for ſo long time been conſerved for 
you, and you have augmented, as you ſay, 


for 


»., \. 
for me, ſhall through my folly, for want 
of regular heirs, be transferred to my 
footmans baſtard, becauſe I know not 
but that may be my own ? 

Surely! fir, continued Mr, Charles, 
though the woman I can love had never 
a ſhift to her back, it were better to 
have legitimate heirs by her, that may 
* legally, with my blood, inherit my for- 
tune, than to ſtand the chance of adopting 
anothers progeny for my own, whilſt 
both its mother, and her paramour are 
laughing at me, as their bubble, for my 
ſimplicity, 

Methinks, ſon, ſaid the old gentleman, 
your tongue runs faſter than either your 
wit, or good manners; and poſſibly, 
your oracle Trueman may have ſupplied 
you with theſe, as divine arguments too ; 
but let me tell thee Charles, I am your 
* father, and will be obeyed, or thou art 
no ſon for me. Shall you tell me of the 
whims of a young fellows brain, and 
pretend to ſet them in competition, with 
the ſeriouſly digeſted reaſonings of a father, 

of Almoſt thrice thy age, and ten fold thy 
= experience? No Charles, marry you a 
| woman 
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woman without a competenty of money, 


and that a pretty large one too, and let 
me tell you, that if you can fatten together 


upon love, much good may the diet do 
you; but not a penny of caſh, or eſtate, 


ſhall you ever be the better for of mine, 
You know my eſtate 1s my own, nor 
have I one penny engaged to you; ſo 
make your market as you pleaſe ; if with 
an eye to my will, you marry under my 
approbation, all is yours; but if in pro- 
ſecution of your own vagaries, een pro- 


vide for yourſelf: For ſooner will I burn 


my houſes, bury my caſh, and give my 
lands to the next ſtranger I meet with, 
than ever you ſhall reap the leaſt advan- 
tage from them. 

As for your adviſer Trueman, I ſuppoſe 
you have now learnt all that he can teach 


you: For one would hope, that the laſt 
ſtage of his inſtructions would be rebellion: 


So that I ſhall ſoon diſmiſs him, as an 


uſeleſs, if not an impertinent member in 
my family. I engaged him only to teach 
you ſcholarſhip, not to make you a di- 
vine, aud can promiſe him, he ſhall hear 
of it from me to ſome purpoſe. 


Alas! 


a> 


Alas! ſir, Gaid Mr. Charles, it is 


wholly immaterial to me, whether you 
* fee fit to retain Mr. Trueman or not; hut 
ſurely! whilſt I live, and have my 
wakefull ſenſes at command, I can have 
little want of Mr. Truemans advice, for 
ſatisfying my conſcience that whore- 
dom is a ſin; the very rubber in your 
ſtable knows it. Then ſurely ! I need no 
more application to the clergy for a reſo- 
lution of any doubt in that caſe, than that 
- lawful wedlock is, both virtuous and 
honourable, whether my wife has a 
ſingle groat only, or a million of money 
to her portion. 
Mr. Charles, perceiving his fathers 
face to be collecting itſelf into an immo- 
derate fury, at his laſt ſpeech, ſtole out of 
the room, and left him; not daring to 
ſtand the ſhock of the predicted rage, of 
ſuch a tyrant, as he too well knew his 
* fither, when . to be. 
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CHAP. II. 


Mr. Charles reſolves to marry Iris. To 


keep it private, Mr. C- d- -t a money- 
lender. Account of Iris's parentage. 
Their Cataſirophe. Mr. Charles ſaves 
- Iris's life. Mrs. E-d-c-b's moral 


diſcourſe to Iris. 


AIR. Charles having now ſatisfied 
himſelf, that all farther argument. 
with his father, in oppoſition to his 
poſitive reſolution, for marrying him to 
ſome great fortune, would be fruitleſs ; 


his whole: ſoul being fo fixed upon an 


ammulation of fortune, at all events, as 


to prefer it to every more intereſting 
conſideration , was under ſuch perplexity, 
whenever he reflected that his Iris was 


abſolutely unattainable by him, whilſt 
B | he 


1 


he ſhould adhere to his father's com- 
mands; little doubting, but the moment 
he ſhould be known to have engaged 
| himſelf to her, he ſhould be not only 
abandoned by his father, as to all future 
converſe with him; but muſt neceſſarily 
relinquiſh. all pretenſions to his eſtate too, 
which was too fine a flower to-be caſt a- 
way, whulſt but a bare poſſibility remain- 
ed of obtaining it. -- 

After Mr Charles had ſubſiſted for ſome 
months, under the uncertainty how he 
ſhould behave in a matter of ſuch exqui- 
ſite difficulty, as kept him under a per- 
petual torture; he came to a — 
never to relnquiſh his affection to his Iris; 
but by every means in his power, at ſome 
rate or other, to make her his wife; wiſe- 
ly conſidering, that when ſhe ſhould be 
ſuch, it would be equally her intereſt 
with his own, to conſerve their nuptials 
a ſecret from the knowledge of the old 
gentleman (as I call Mr Charles's father, 
only, becauſe he was ſo in reſpe& to his 
ſon, though otherwiſe he was but a young 
man himſelf, and but juſt twenty years 
Mr Charles's ſenior) ſo that he reſolved 


to 
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to marry her privately, and keeping het 
4 't dome little diſtance: from wp Ive 
co viſit her only now and then, when he 
might hope for the greateſt ſecurity.” In 
order to her maintenance, he propoſed to 
contribute the whole of his allowance 
from his father to it, of an hundred pounds 
a year, which having received ever ſince 
he became ſixteen, he had reſerved a 
conſiderable part of it by him; and this 
he propoſed to pay her in hand: So that 
he was in s of * her from 
thence, and his annual income, till fate 
ſhould make ſome alteration for the bet- 
ter in his affairs. een 
Mr Charles was now ſo full of this pro- 
ject, not doubting but it would commo- 
diouſly anſwer his purpoſe ; that twenty 
four hours had not lapſed after he had 
thoroughly digeſted it, before he laid it 
open to his beloved Iris. We may rea- 
ſonably preſume, that it met with not the 
leaſt objection from her, who had already 
upon prior oecaſions of his courtſhip, but 
equally lamented with himſelf, the cruel- 
ty of their fate, which had laid in their 
way ſuch rubs to their future felicity, as 
| RB 2 2:06 
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her lover had conſtantly -acquainted her 
with, from the ſeverity of his father's 
temper... The marriage between them 
therefore being now concluded upon, no- 
thing more was wanting, than a ſuitable 
oppertunity for ſolemnizing it; and this 
ſoon fell out upon the following occaſion: 
Mr C--4--t —— for the moſt part 
large ſums of money at his command, 


was one of the firſt perſons in the county 


applied to, when any of the neighbouring 


gentlemen had occaſion for railing money 


upon their eſtates by way of mortgage, 
to any conſiderable value; for he never 


inter-meddled for leſs than a thouſand 


pounds, but above that ſum he had no 
ſtint: for having for ſeveral years been 
a widower, he had ſo contracted his fa- 
mily (though he till retained a genteel 
equipage) that one year with another, he 
ſeldom lent out upon land ſecurities, a 


leſs. ſum than fix or ſeven thouſand 


pounds, 
Now, a particular of an eſtate in an 
adjacent county, having been laid before 
this gentleman, as a ſecurity propoſed for 
twelve thouſand pounds, he went over 
| . in 
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in his chariot to the eſtate itſelf, that he 
might take a view of the lands and build- 
ings, and of the condition they were in 
upon the ſpot: and to enquire into the 
true values, before he advanced ſo much 
money. This, he had before he ſet out, 


computed at ſeveral days work; ſo that 
he had told Mr Charles, he muſt not ex- 


9 pect him home again till the day ſev night 
of his departure, at ſooneſt. 


It may not be amiſs in this place, to 
inform my reader who Iris was, and by 


what means Mr Charles at firſt came ac- 
= quainted with her; and in order to this, 


I muſt inform him, that about fifteen 
months before the time I am now ſpeak- 
ing of, Mr Bft the father of Iris, 
was a very reputable tradeſman at B-d-n, 
a large market town, near to where Mr 
C—d—+?'s ſeat ſtood : he was a dealer in 
hard wares more particularly ; but as moſt 
country ſhop-keepers do, had launched 
into ſeveral other branches of commerce; 
inſomuch, that from a ſteady application 
to buſineſs, he lived very genteely and 
plentifully, and had ſo done ſeveral years, 
having only — his wife, Ir7s, and 
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a maid-ſervant to maintain; and, (which 
is eſteemed no mean fortune in ſuch a way 
of life, his goods being all paid for) he had 
tor ſome years paſt bought only for ready 
money. Nothing is more uncertain than ei- 
ther lifeor fortune ; for the honeſt man and 
his family, being all in their firſt ſleeps, 
about one o' clock in the morning, a Ee 
broke out in the next houſe to him: this 
not being perceived till it had taken the 
timbers in Mr B—t—?'s dwelling, which 
was only ſeparated from the burning houfe 
by a partition of lath and plaiſter, the 
flames increaſed with ſuch impetuoſity, 


being fed with ſuch combuſtable materi- 


als, that before Mr B—f—t and his wife 
could prepare themſelves for flight, the 
ſtair-caſe was all in a blaze; upon run- 
ing thither, they found themſelves depriv- 


ed of all means of their eſcape that way, 


when, to their inexpreſſible confuſion, 
having no other recourſe but to their win- 
dow, which looked forwards into the 
ſtreet, they both determined, rather to 


venture their limbs by a bold leap from 


thence, than commit themſelves to the 
mercileſs flames, from whence nought 
| 1 but 
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but inſtant death was to be expected; but 
in re- croſſing their room to the window, 
the floor that was under them giving way, 
they both ſunk into the ground floor with 
it, and periſhed there. 

Mr Charles had been later up than or- 
dinary with company, and his man had 
Juſt lighted him up to his chamber, up- 
on the firſt appearance of this fire; which 
he from his window beholding, called to 
him his ſervant, to enquire what it ſhould 
be, and where? when they both agreed 
that it muſt be ſome building on fare, 
and much about ſuch a place. 

Neither of them being as yet undreſs- 
ed, they ran down, and made the beſt of 
their way, following the blaze till it led 
them to Mr B—.—7 houſe, where they 
found far more people collected than 
could be any ways helpful, and became 
ſpectators of Mr B—ft—f and his wife's - 
cataſtrophe. : 

Whilſt moſt of the people were bring- 
ing water from far, in hopes of extin- 
guiſhing the fire, or at leaſt of prevent- 
ing its further ſpreading; Mr Charles 
fetched a compaſs into a lane, into which 

| B 3 the 


here he was inſtantly ſhocked by 
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the back of the houſes on fire eh 
the crys 

of a female voice, which had been 
drowned to them in the fore ſtreet, 
through their own confuſion and uproar. 
Following it up to the back of Mr 
B——?'$s houſe, he there beheld a wo- 
man in her ſhift, under every terror that 
the impending danger could preſent to 


her imagination, hanging by her hands 


at her chamber window, ready to drop 
into the ſtreet; the room that ſhe came 


out of being full of fire within-ſide. 


Mr Charles, at this deplorable ſpectacle 
conceived little leſs horror, than the poor 
ſuffering creature herſelf, who was reſolv- 
ed to hang ſo long as her hands would 
endure, or the fire permit her, under 
expectation of no leſs than death by the 
fall, whenever ſhe ſhould be obliged to 
quit her hold, 

Seeing her in this lamentable caſe, and 
ſuſpecting no leſs than that her brains 
might be daſhed out by her fall, before 
he could procure any ladder or aſſiſtance 
to take her down, Mr Charles called to 
her to drop, aſſuring her of his utmoſt 

| endeavours 
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endeavours to break the violence of her ; 
fall; and that he would. even riſque. his 


own life for her preſervation. This, he 


having once or twice repeated, and the 
poor young creature being deſtitute of 
every alternative, more promiſary of ſuc- 
ceſs than what he invited her to, ſhe 
thanked him; and then giving him no- 
tice of her coming, the quitted hold, and 
committed herſelf to the guidance of. 
providence. 

It happened moſt fortunately for her, 
that not much below where her feet 
reached, there was a little ſet off in the 
building; upon this her toes hitching'as 
ſhe fell, it threw her body (which muſt 


otherwiſe have ſunk in an erect poſture) - 


into ſomewhat of a more prone poſition ;. 
which Mr Charles bending backwards a. 
little to humour, ſhe came flat againſt his: 
breaſt, and beating him all along back 
wards, fell with him and upon him- 
They could neither of them ſpeak for 
a few minutes; but Mr Charles firſt re- 
covering himſelf, inquired what hurt ſhe. 
had received by her fall; when replying; 
none, that-ſhe was ſenſible of, they both 
| B 5 aroſe,, 
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plexity, the young woman would then 
—— leſt him. 
Mr Charles ſeeing the condition ſhe 


Was in, without che leaſt other rag of 


cloaths. on than her ſhift, and without 
either ſhoe or ſtocking | to her feet, defired 
her not to think of going into the fore- 
ſtreet, where the confuſion was by far 
too violent for her to expoſe herſelf to, 
in her then preſent circumſtances; but 
(letting her know his name) offered to 
take her home with him to his father's 
houſe, where ſhe ſhould be fafely put to 
bed till morning; and above all things 
perſuaded her to accept of his ſhoes, to 
preferve her feet from the ground; but 
woman declining his offer, 
with, abundance of gratitude for his paſt 
favours, replied, that ſhe muſt feek out 

in the neighbourghood for ſome cloaths, 
2nd muſt enquire after her dear parents, 
of whom ſhe knew not what was be- 
come, and muſt endeavour to aſſiſt them 
under their difficulties. 

Mr Charles told her, that in his opini- 


on, it was the moſt improper thing in 
| life, 


aroſe,. and under a profuſion of tears and 


„ 
life, for her to ruſh almoſt naked, into a 
licentious concourſe of people, who not- 


withſtanding the awfulneſs of that dread- 
ful ſcene which had collected them, 


might be fo abandoned as to abuſe her, 


under her misfortune, when they ſhould 
have her in ſo forloth a condition amongſt 
them; and therefore, he muſt inſiſt, 
that ſhe either remained where ſhe was, 
till he had procured her ſome cloaths, or 
that if ſhe choſe not to go home to his 
father's, at leaſt that ſhe permitted him 
to accompany her to dame E—d—c—d's, 
who was one of his father's tenants, a 
good ſort of woman, whom he was ſure: 
he could prevail with to take her in till 
morning, and which indeed, would be: 
much nearer for her to go, than to his. 
father's. 

The young woman hearing the name 
of the perſon he would recommend her 
to, immediately told him, ſhe ſhould be 
glad of his ſeeing her ſafe thither; for 
that Mrs E—-d—c—6& was her aunt; but 
in the confuſion her brains were in,, tho” 
ſhe was perſonally known. to the whole 
neighbourhood, ſhe could not have re- 
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collected a ſingle perſon amongſt them, 
to have ſecured her, had her life depended 
upon it. | 
Mr Charles then ſlipping off his ſhoes 
and coat, infiſted upon her putting both 
on, as it would be far leſs inconvenience 
for him he ſaid, than herſelf, to go bare- 
foot; and, as his waiſtcoat would keep 
him ſufficiently warm for ſo ſhort a trip; 
to both which, at length, (but with a- 
bundance of reluctance) he procured her 
conſent. : 
Being arrived at dame E—d—c—d's, 
the old woman was in bed, having heard 
nothing of the fire, or her fiſter's ſuffering 
in it; but no ſooner knew ſhe the voice 
of her neice, and in tears too, than ſhe 
aroſe and let her in; when, hearing the 
caſe ſhe had been relieved from, and 
tearing for her brother and ſiſter, ſhe 
bleſled her dear young maſter's goodneſs 
to her niece, whom ſhe clapped inſtantly 
into her own warm bed; and then, lock- 
ing her door after her (for ſhe lived all a- 
lone in a little cottage upon the waſte, that 
Mr C—d—# had given her to refide in) 
Mr Charles walked home, whilſt Mrs 
Em—d—c—b 
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E—d—c—b went in ſearch of her fiſter. 

The account ſhe received of the death 
of her brother and ſiſter, whoſe bene- 
factions ſhe had often participated of, and 
the ſight of their late dwelling houſe re- 
duced to aſhes, with every penny worth 
of goods they were worth in the world 
in it, almoſt turned the old woman's 
brain; but being too well convinced of 
her own loſs, of the beſt friends ſhe had 
in the world, and of the hopeleſs condi- 
tion of her niece, from as pretty expec- 
tations in life, as moſt country ſhopkeep- 
ers daughters could form to themſelves, 
now reduced to the moſt abject poverty 
imaginable in an inſtant, without even 
cloaths to her back, or where withal to 
procure them; ſhe returned moſt ſolita- 
rily home, under as heavy a load of af- 
fliction as ſhe could well ſupport; nay, 
the confuſion of her fpirits was ſo vehe- 
ment,. as to deny her the. ſole ſolace, 
ſought out as an eaſement to the affficted 
foul: for the expence of tears with it, 
carries off much of that tumult in the 
human breaſt, which without that proves 
intolerable, RE i 


Being 
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Being arrived at home, ſhe found her 
neice, through over fatigue of her limbs 
and mind, ſunk into à ſound repoſe, 
though accompanied with frequent ſtarts, 
and aiming to ſay ſome what; but theſe 
as ſoon ſubſiding again, mother E-q-c-6 
laid herſelf down by her, with but little 
proſpect of ſo ſoon forgetting her ſor- 
rows; for her reflections upon paſt ſcenes, 
were too lively to ſuffer her eyes to cloſe 
for the whole night ; till about daybreak, 
her niece awaking, nor preſently recol- 
lecting where ſhe was, ſhe ſtarted up in 


ber bed for diſcovery : now it was, that 


the paſt ſcenes, one after another recur- 
ring to her mind, ſunk her again into an 
extremity of ſuffering. 

Mrs E—-d—c—b perceiving her to ſigh 
and be reſtleſs, asked after her health, 
and when ſhe would be for riſing; but 
her niece was too full of her own inquiries 
to waſte any time upon an anſwer to her 
aunt: for O! my dear aunt! ſaid ſhe, 
how did you find things. laſt night at the 
fire? are my father and mother in good- 
health? have they ſaved any thing? is 
the houſe down or ſtanding? © 
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Her niece had ſo many more queries 
to put, that it may be difficult to gueſs 
which would have been the laſt; had not 
her aunt taken her by the hand, and told 
her, that the continuance of every thing 
in being in this world, was no leſs ſur- 
priting than their firſt appearance there; 
for which reaſon ſhe ſaid, all things ever 
fluctuating, our hearts ought not to be 
much conjoyned, either to any perſon, 
good, or thing ; for as much as whoever 
was ſo, muſt expect to paſs through life, 
ſubject to the acuteſt calamities. We 
are all born my dear, ſaid ſhe, to our 
ſeveral troubles ; ſome of one ſort, ſome 
of another; and theſe we muſt either 
bear, as a part of the lot of our humani- 
ty; or, if we prove ſo. fooliſh as not to 
ſtruggle under, and ſtrive with them, 
we mult fink beneath them and periſh. 
Your uncle and I, child, added ſhe, 
you know, lived very prettily upon the 
little farm we held of £ eſquire. Your 
uncle you know, had juſt borrowed mo- 
ney to ſtock another little farm he had 
taken,; he had alſo expended all that we 
had upon the occaſion ; and had he lived 
W Imake 
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T make no doubt but we had thriven, 
and gotten money apace; but you know, 
his death put an end to alf my profpetts; 
his creditor took all his ſtock in execu- 
tion, to pay himſelf and my landlord ; 
when, unable to carry on my affairs wich- 
out your uncle, I was obliged to throw 
up my farm; with all improvements, in- 
to my landlords hands; who, in com- 
penfation for my lofs, lets me. now live 
in this little mud cottage of too rooms: 
and yet, I live contentedly ; providence 
finds a ſupply for me by its own methods; 
nor can I ſay, that I have ever yet want- 
ed the neceſſaries of life here, more than 
in greater affluence. 

Her neice weeping bitterly, begged 
her to explain herfelf ; for that her heart 
was ready to fplit within her, from a 
ſenſe of the calamities, her long preface 
. ſeemed introductory to. She muſt hear 
the worſt ſhe ſaid at ſome time, and 
therefore intreated, that it might arrive 
to her all at once, that if ſhe could ſup- 
port it, it might be the ſooner abated: 
if not, that ſhe might at once fall under 
it, and by death, be releaſed from her 


miſeries. They 
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They had, by ſuch like diſcourſe, 
worn ſo far into the morning, that Mrs 
E—d—c—b unwilling to lie any longer, 
told her niece, if ſhe would riſe to break- 
faſt, ſhe ſhould then be miſtreſs of all, 


that ſhe had the laſt night informed her- 


ſelf of. 


XOX NN I NNN CCI CO 
CHAP. III. 


Iris's ideas of her parents fate. Sorrows, 
Mrs E—d—c—b's reflettiens. Her 
account of Mr B—t—t and wife's fate. 
Iris'ss Mr Charles vifits her. Both, 
equally diſtreſſed. Promiſes her friend- 
ſhip. Reflections. Iris's virtuous in- 
clination, Debate upon dreſs. Mr 
Charles courts ber. Iris's objections. 
His profeſſions and practices. 


O ſooner had the aunt dreſſed her- 
ſelt, than looking out for ſome of 
her awn cloaths, ſhe delivered them to 


her 
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her neice to dreſs in, and in the mean 
time prepared her breakfaſt ; but never 
was very ſoul of poor creature racked 
with more excruciating fancies, than Miſs 
B—t—t's, during the time of her riſing, 
and till ſhe deſcended to her aunt: for 
as to her father's houſe and goods, though 
ſhe extravagantly bewailed the loſs of 
them, as ſure prognoſticks of her reduc- 
tion to beggary, or a mean ſervice at leaſt; 
yet, nothing relative to theſe, was com- 
parable to the diftreſs ſhe was under, for 
the uncertainty of her parents ſafety, 
whom her fancy now repreſented to her, 
as clinging in each others arms, ſhrieking 
through their anguiſh, -and ſcorching in 
the flames; till incapable of farther en- 
ce-of their torture, they had ſunk 
into the jaws of that devouring death, 


to be beheld by her. 

With ſuch ravings in her imagination, 
ſhe fat down to breakfaſt ; but ſcarcely 
then could ſhe demand a performance 
of her aunt's promiſe to her, for the tears 
that obſtructed her utterance ; when Mrs 
Emd—c—b perceiving her grief grew 
upon 


— — 


and were conſumed to aſhes, never more 
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upon her more intenſly, by continuance; 
Neice! ſaid ſhe, I ſhould be loath, by 
What my mind is burdened with, to add 
in the leaſt to the ſorrow you now ſeem 
oppreſſed with; but as I am perſuaded it 
will be better for me, rather to fill up to 
the brim that meaſure, which now ſcems © 
ſo near a ſurcharge, than to add in future 
to your relaxing miſeries ; I ſhall only re- 
mind you of the nature you enjoy, which 
though ſuſceptible of anguiſh, is never- 
theleſs endued with reaſon and reflection, 
wherewith we are required, if not abſo- 
lately to deſtroy, yet at leaſt to govern; 
and moderate our other paſſions; and 
when we make not a proper ule of theſe, 
to reduce our intemperances to their juſt 
mediocrity, we ſo far err from the rea- 
ſonable creatures we were formed, and 
degenerate into beaſtiality. 1 

Conſider therefore, added ſhe, but 
what I have ſaid for a few moments ; 
and that from the higheſt to the loweſt 
of us, we are all ſubject to like accidents 
and caſualties, and then hear me with 
that patience which is required from a 
reaſonable creature, | . 

| When 


* 


their all is loſt, and they themſelves know 
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When T arrived laſt night at your fa- 


ther's, added ſhe, the houſe was intirely 
in aſhes. (Miſs B-t—t now roaring out, 


and wringing her hands; Mrs E—d-c-6 


proceeded) but ſo were three more on one 
fide of it, and two on the other; ſo that 
your family are not the only ſufferers un- 
der this calamity. — And all my father's 
ſtock burnt! ſaid Miſs, — It is child 
reply'd her aunt, as well as that of moſt 
of the other families; nay,” added he, 
how many more of your neighbours may 
be involved in this deſolation, is uncer- 


' tain to me yet; for the flames were prey- 


ing upon them with amazing fury, when 
I left them. | 
But dear aunt! faid Miſs, you mention 

not where my dear father and mother 
have fled to; nor can I, child, ſaid her 
aunt, O! why did you return to me 
without an account of them? ſaid Miſs. 
O! what? what is become of them? I 
ſhalt go diſtracted till I know that. 
They are both happy my dear, I hope, 
rephed Mrs E—d—c—6, Happy 
aunt, how can you offer to ſay ſo? when 


not 
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not but I alſo may be buried in the ruins? 


O! why would you not inquire after 
them, the moſt material of things to me? 
ſaid Miſs. ——I did, my dear, ſaid her 
aunt, and can aſſure you, they are happy. 
Mr Charles at this inſtant entered u 
them, to enquire after the health of the 
preſerved lady; when Miſs's tears pre- 
venting her ſeeing him; but collecting 
from her aunts ſpeech, the death of 
both her parents, ſhe only gave à loud 
ſhriek, and fell backwards in her chair, 
quite motionleſs; inſomuchg that poor 
Charles imagined her to be wholly dead; 
nor could he form to himſelf the leaſt o- 
ther reaſon for it, than that his preſence, 
joined to her recollection of the indecent 
condition he beheld her in the laſt night, 
had overcome her; and ſo grieved did he 
appear at the conſequence of his well in- 
tended viſit, as he told Mrs E——demc—b, 
that the poor old woman had enough to 
do upon her hands, to keep him out of 
the ſame circumſtances with her niece; 
but ſhe, being a woman of experience in 
the feminine frailties, ſoon brought her 
neice to herſelf again, which proved =_ + 
3 ſole 


| 


| 


[ ſeating Miſs with about fix 
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ſole julip requiſite for the young goin 's 
revivication. + A 
The ſcene was anccedingly. * 
between Miſs Br on the one part, 
for the loſs. of her parents, with her e- 
very future expectation in life; and Mr 
Charles on the other ES rt, — * — 
only condoled with 
fortune, but adminiſtered al pore wn 
ſolation to her, by his engaging to become 
at preſent, as far as his ability would qua- 
lit dim Er the duty, a true friend to 
her, and when time ſhould come, that it 
he could better contribute to her comfort, 
that he would be inſdend of a father to 
her himſelf. 
Mrs ae een much 
more in Mr. Cbarless looks than the bare 
comfonter, -- during his addreſſing her 
neice ; though ſhe kept it to herſelf till 
after his back was turned; who, after a 
viſit of about an hours length, and. pre- 
pounds is ' 
all that he had about him) ) promiled to 
ſee her again the next day he bogs 


dd to be better prepated d wth ſupplying 


her with a few. immedi * — 
jeu 


do countervail that loſs? I think it may, 
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lieu of what the fire had robbed her of. 

Mr, Charles was no ſooner on his way 
home again, than dear aunt ſaid, Mils, 
how am I bleſſed under my misfortunes, 
in having fallen into the hands of ſo 


generous a gentleman as young Mr Ct: ?? 


what room had I but juſt now to have 
expected, that I ſhould ever have been 
miſtreſs of fix pounds agam? © © 
Her aunt told her, that the methods 
of providence were ſeemingly unnacount- 
able, and indeed were really ſo, as to 
one perſon in reſpect of another; though 
but few of its movements were not to be - 
accounted for by each perſon, in regard - 
to his own concerns; and who knows, 
my dear, ſays ſhe, but that by means of 
what you now account your ſupremeft 
misfortune, the profoundeſt good may a- 
riſe to you, 1 
O aunt! reply'd Miſs, what in life can 


befall me equivalent to the loſs I muſt 
ſuſtain in my parents? conſider but, aunt, » 


both together, ſuddenly, and in the fame . 
ſhocking manner that robbed me of them, 
and tell me, if it be poſſible for any thing 


ſaid 


© - _ You hear not me ſay any ſuch thing, 
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ſaid her aunt, ſince time itſelf muſt dai- 
ly abate the aſperity of this, whilſt be- 
nefits may ariſe to you, from ſome un- 
expected quarter; which by daily aug- 
menting, as the loſs diminiſhes, muſt in 
a ſhort time, efface even the very re- 
membrance of it, 

Nay, indeed, young Mr C—d—? ſaid 
ſhe, aunt, was ſo kind as to promiſe to 
do ſome what more for me to morrow; 
and next day too, child, replied her 
aunt, or I am wonderouſly miſtaken. 
Dear aunt ! ſaid Miſs, I;hope you dont 
think he has any deſign upon my virtue, 
by what he has promiſed me, do you ? 
for if you are of that opinion, I muſt 

defire you to deny me to him, for I will 
ſee him no more, that's poſitive. 


ſaid her aunt; nor can I believe ſo good 


ga young gentleman can be guilty of ſuch 


a baſe defign, as to make the leaſt handle 
of a woman's neceflities, for gratifying 
his criminal deſires with her; but yet 
child, methinks, there appear d that 
tender regard for you, in all my young 


maſter's behaviour to you, that ſeldom 
| | flows 
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flows ſo eaſily, when not proceeding im- 
mediately from the heart; but be patient 
a little time will lay him more open to 
you, when you may be able to rectify my 
judgment. | 
Though the loſs of two fond parents, 
at one ſo ſevere blow; as had deprived 
Miſs Bt. -t of hers, was ſuch as might 
have coſt Miſs an age of well ſpent 
ſorrow to have bewailed; yet having now 
her heart divided between this, and the 
new project her aunt had ſtarted to her 
mind, each claiming precedence in her 
regard, and this latter ſeeming of infi- 
nitely too much conſequence to be 
ſlighted; Miſs by firſt poſtponing her 
misfortunes for a while, and then by-the 
frequent occaſional adjournment of them, 
for thoughts of more inſtant -import ; 
thoughts that in their nature might be 
productive of the greateſt good, for her 
-whole future exiſtence, whereas the re- 
petition of her melanchoick ideas, could 
but deſtroy her health, and flatter every 
-preſenting comfort, without adminiſtring 
the leaſt benefit either to the living, or 
the dead; became at length, reſolved to 


C | look 
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look forward, as the only means of her 


future proſperity, 


Theſe ideas, having once taken ſtand | | 


in miſs B- s fancy, were not to be 
diſmiſſed again at pleaſure: for now, 
nothing could poſſibly equal the working 
of this young creatures mind, till the 
time ſhould approach, wherein ſhe might 
be aſcertained, whether her aunts pre- 
ditions were infalliable or not. 

She ſent her aunt that very day to the 
town, for ſuch of the female wearables 
as were always ready prepared, that ſhe 
might appear as eligible as poſſible, in 
Mr. Charles eye the next day; but her 
aunts cloaths ſhe was ſtill obliged to 
wear, as no new ones could be prepared 
by the time. | 

It occafioned no little debate between 
the aunt and niece, whether miſs ſhould 
appear in black ribbons or not; Mrs. 


E-d-c-b inſiſting that they muſt be co- 


loured; but miſs was as reſolute for 
black. Mrs. E-d-c-6 argued from the 
cuſtom of things, ſhe ſaid, for that black 


was never put on, till after the funeral 


of the deceaſed ; but miſs was abſolute, 
that 
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that both the death, and funeral, hap- 


pening at the fame inſtant, black ought 
to be wore from the death, immediately ; 
which after a-ſhort pauſe, Mrs, E-d-c-b 
agreeing to, a black topknot, plain cap 
and handkerchief, and black gloves were 
prepared, againſt Mr. Charles came, and 
alſo a black necklace; Miſs inſiſting that 
nothing upon earth was more becoming 
to her complexion, . 

At his next viſit, Mr. Charles ſaluted 
the young lady, and behaved with more 
openneſs, and freedom to her, than 
before; obſerving it to be no ways 
diſagreeable to her: for though ſhe could 
not of a ſudden, be deaf to the call of 
nature, as to reject all tokens of the con- 
cern due to her parents cataſtrophe; 
yet before him, ſhe endeavouted to ſmo- 
ther it, as far as decency would permit; 
till at length, enquiring of Mr, Charles, 
whether he had heard what further 
miſchief the fire had done, and he giving 
her an account of it, miſs ſaid, it was 
very happy for her, that ſhe had not 
heard of her parents fate; he Fnight he 
was ſo good, as at the hazard of his own 
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8 to ſave hers: for that in the then 
on of her ſpirits, ſhe verily be- 
lieved it would either have fn. her 
brain, or have luded her. Mr. Charles 
replied, that ſo ſoon as he was apprized 
| of her name, he could have informed 
her of their ends, the accident happening 
to them, juſt upon his arrival at the fire. 
O! fir, faid Miſs, how could you retain 
ſo intereſting a ſecret from me; he re- 
plied, for the very reaſon that ſhe had juſt 
mentioned ; vowing, that he would have 
rather ſeen all nature go to rack, than 


have put a ſtop to the outrage, by a 


moments diſquient to her, in his opinion, 

the moſt valuable article of its whole 

furniture. 

Mr Charles then renhing to her, and 
claſping her in his arms; mils, faid he, 

it is ſolely in your power, to render me 
either the moſt happy, or the moſt 


wretched of human beings. I am ama 
zed fir, at your meaning, ſaid miſs, and 


muſt intreat you to retire, and explain 
yourſclf. If I have been ſo over raſh 


miſs, ſaid he, which 1 confeſs I have, as 


to propole to you wy own happineſs as 
the 
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the end, before I had ſtated the conditions 
to you; you muſt only blame the power 
you claim over me, of precipitating me 
to a declaration of my paſſion, prema- 
turely to you; but had you conſidered 
the value I put upon. you, miſs, as the 
object of my wiſhes, it. would have been 
inconceiveable to you, that I could mean 
any other, than the engroſſing you in 
ſole propriety, perſon and affection, for 
ever, by the holy nuptial rites; and 
now Þ have proceeded to this explanation, 
caſt me not off, I bekkech, you; were it 
for no other view, than that in me; you 
muſt for ever retain the moft affectionate, 


and obſequious admirer of your virtues, 
and perſonal merit. 


Miſs. bluſhing ! replied, how certain 
ſhe was, that he' could not then 
any precife anſwer from her, to the, ſub- 
ject propoſed; whilſt her parents were {till 
in poſſeſſion of her heart, and every its 
cogitations ; neither could ſhe think it 
prudent in him, to make any further 
profeſſions to her, till he had deliberately | 


weighed their conſequences, in relation 
to » Himſelf, 


C 3 | As 
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As for her part, ſhe ſaid, himſelf had 
been a witneſs to her fall, to the loweſt 
ebb of indigence ; and as ſhe could not 
have then appeared before him, in ſeveral 
of the little decencys of her dreſs, but for 
his own generolity to her; ſo her ambi- 
tion in life muſt from thence forth, ſhe 
faid, ariſe no higher, than to the obtain- 
ing of ſome good ſervice for a livelihood ; 
which at all events, muſt be preferable 
in her eſteem, toilſome, and abject as it 
would be, to being the wife to a gen- 
tleman, whoſe family at leaſt, if not 
himſelf, would from a recollection of her 
late deſpicable meanneſs, contemn her: 
for ſhe inſiſted, that the practice of ſuch 
behaviour would be more cutting to her, 
than all that had already befallen her, and 

would go near to break her heart. 
She recommended to his conſideration, 
the magnificent eſtate he would one day 
be intitled to, wherewith he might com- 
mand the greateſt fortune, that their part 
of the country could boaſt of; and then, 
what would his reflections be, when 
meerly from an union with her n. 
3 
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he ſhould have deprived himſelf of all 
benefit from them? Would he not, ſhe 
faid, conclude himſelf moſt culpable, 
for having given twenty or thitty, nay, 
more thouſand pounds for her; and 
would not theſe thoughts lie rancling in 
his breaſt, till poſſibly, his inveteracy 
might ariſe to the height of diſcarding 
her, as an hateful obſtacle in his way, 
to thoſe ſuperbe attainments. 

Miſs was running on, when he again 
caught her in his arms, and ſwore, that 
he both did, and ever would eſtimate 
her, at a rate ſo incomparably beyond 
the whole race of woman kind; and that 
whatever he might loſe by the reſt of her 
ſex, would be of ſo trifling a weight in 
his judgment; that was he then in the 
actual poſſeſſion of his fathers eſtate, and 
ſhe would become his own upon no other 
terms, he would even part with his all, 
and participate her poverty with her, ra- 
ther than live the richeſt commoner in 
Great-Britain without her; then begging 
her to be leſs ſcrupulous at his next viſit, 
and in the mean time, fully to rely upon 
his honour and integrity, for fulfilling to 

C 4 the 
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the utmoſt, whatſoever he had, or: ſhould 
engage for, he preſented-her with twenty 
guineas, to buy her ſome further neceſ- 
ſaries, and promiſed Mrs, E-d-c-b to 
ſupply her with money from time to time, 
tor her neices board with her. After this 
manner, almoſt daily viſiting his Tris, 
(as he ſoon after called her, from a 
{triped-luteſtring gown that Mrs. E-4-c-6 
lent her) did: Mr, Cbarles delight himſelf 
in her converſation, and ſtill purpoſe: ſo 
to do, till he ſhould either have brought 
over his father to favour his own incli- 
nation, or till ſame accident, or a courſe 
of years ſhould remove that fole obſtacle 
of their enjoyment off each other. 
Now though Miſs refided in fo mean 
an habitation, we are not to ſuppoſe her 
living was only fuitable to the roof ſhe 
ſheltered under: for Mr. Charles, being 
by his genius an excellent markfman, 
and fond of all rural exerciſes and ſports, 
never failed upon any of thoſe excurſions, 
to make dame E-d-c-b's cot in his way 
home; where he always dropt a neceſfary 
proportion of his game; and when that 
failed, he found other means of perpe- 
tually 
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tually repleniſhing his Iris's table, with 

both fiſh, fowl, and all ſorts of fruits, 

even to profeſſion ; ; infomuch as it might 

juſtly be faid, that during the ſtay his 

tis made there, my dame E-d-c-b's 

table was, for the moſt art, as plenti- 
a d de 


fully, and no leſs elegan erate, as 
the beft families i in the, wes 


CHAP. w. 


Would merry Iris : Cant t have 4 2 


under Age : Their Sarrum + Expreffion 
of it. Relieved by Mrs. E.-d- e- b. 
Aged Head: bejt for Cauncil. Gs ta be 
married, meets his Fathers n - but 
__ Are married. 


R. C.-d- -t being now upon his 
Journey, Mr. Charles poſted a- 
| way to his beloved Iris with the tidings, 
which were equally joyful to either of 
| them. He told her, that ſhe having ever 

lt C 5 ance 
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fince he knew her firſt, poſſeſſed his 
heart, he was now at his wits end with 
impatience, for giving her his hand, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner; and in return, 
receiving her as his own for ever; but 
that being but little acquainted with thoſe 
affairs, he knew not how to apply for 
the purpoſe, having heard, upon a caſual 
inquiry that he had made, that as he 
could not upon his own account procure 
a licence, for their nuptials, unleſs he was 
of age; ſo neither could he have it for 
her, without firſt taking oath that ſhe 
was ſo, or her next friend appearing to 
conſent for her. 

Theſe were ſuch heart. breaking lines 
to them both, that locked in each others 
embraces, they wept on each others bo- 
ſom, for vexation at their diſappointment; 
nor had either of them the leaſt notion, 
that it could be poſſible for them to 
ſurmount this difficulty, till they ſhould 
both be arrived at full age, which was 
ſuch a blaſt upon their hopes, now eleva- 
ted for the ſummit of enjoyment, as was 
ſufficient to have diſtracted them both ; 
nor is it abſolutely certain, how far they 

| might 
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might have proceeded to ſuch a melan- 
choly ſtate, had not Mrs. E-d- c-, who 
was juſt returned from market with their 
dinner, bolted into the upper room 
upon them, to ſhew them the proviſion 
ſhe had made for them. | 


She found Mr. Charles leaning back- 
wards, as far ſtretched at length as the 


old elbow chair he was ſeated in would 


permit him, and with his legs wide 
extended; within which, and as flat as 
ſhe could upon his body, ſtood, or rather 
lay her niece, with his arms round her 
body, and their faces flat joined to each 
other; but quite motionleſs ; neither 
had her aſcent up her breaking, and 
tottering ſtair caſe, recalled their ſpirits to 
their functions, or occaſioned the leaſt 
look out for who was then coming upon 
them, inſomuch, that the gòod woman 
imagined no leſs than that they were fallen 
aſleep in that odd poſture; but determin- 
ing, if that ſhould prove the caſe, to 
awake them; ſhe firſt coughed ſeveral 
times, and then walked hird about the 
room, which ſhaking conſiderably under 

them at every ſtep the took, the was in 


C6 great: 
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great hopes would have rouſed them; 
but ſtill nothing moving, ſhe began to 
fear ſome further miſchief had befallen 
them, and that they were both dead, or 
they muſt needs have been ſenſible of her 
preſence with them, 

Being no longer able to ſuſtain her un- 
eaſineſs, but trembling for what might 
be the conſequence, ſhe ventured to touch 
one of Mr. Charles's hands, which was 
clinched in the other, upon the back of 
her neice; when fancying it felt cold to 
her touch, like dead fleſh, ſhe gave a 
ſcream, which preſently raiſed them both 
to her aſſiſtance, and made them beg to 
know what was the matter with her. 

The poor woman was ready to faint 
with conceit, and would have fignified 
how much they had ſurprized her ; but 
that upon a*view of their faces, both ba- 
thed, and reeking with tears, her concern 
was now ſo collected towards them, that 
ſhe ſoon forgot her own terrors, and fixed 
her whole care upon them. 

Mrs. E-4-c-6 had but juſt begun upon 
the cauſe, of their ſeeming under ſuch 
diſtreſs, before both together, they diſ- 

played 
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played their hard fortune to her, in that 
now an opportunity of marrying was af- 
forded them, by the old gentleman's 
abſence, they were informed it could not 
be compaſſed, without fuch preceding 
formalities, as were not in their power 
to comply with. _ 2 800 

Having demanded the particulars, they 
ſtated them to her, as obſtacles infur- 
mountable ; but the old lady hughed at 
their ignorance; bid them be of good 
chear, and aſſured them, ſhe would put 
them in a way to obtain their defires 
preſently. e 
Nothing gives greater encouragement 
to the mind oppreſſed with evils, which 
it knows not how to diſcharge, than a 
precedent in point, or an example ready 
for producing; and theſe the old lady 
advanced, from the marriage of farmer 
H--w--t's daughter Mary, with one of 
her fathers labourers. In that caſe, ſhe 
faid, the young fellow was but ſeventeen. 
years of age, and the girl ſtill two years 
his junior; when going to D-/-6-ww Goal, 
where a poor, but worthy divine was 
confined as a debtor, and making their 
SEAT inclination 
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known to him; he for the value of a 
crown piece, ſet their hearts at reſt, and 
ſent them man and wife home again. 

Mr. Charles became fo rapturous at 
this report, that in meer zeal for the good 
womans ſervice, he could have buſſed 
her; but for his deareſt Vis, who watch- 
ing his very movement, with eyes {till 
glowing with deſire, claimed all for 
herſelf, that he had in that way to be- 
ſtow; nor waited ſhe long, before thoſe 
very arms that had but now ſtuck ſo 
cloſe round her in languiſhment, had 
again encircled her in tranſport, for the 
extaſie my dames tale had let in upon 
both their very ſouls, 

It being now time to look after their 
dinner, my dame beſtirred herſelf in its 
preparations, whilſt the young couple 
were forming the deſign of their journey, 
and the manner of their appearing at 
D-j-b-w the next morning; that being 
the time they had appointed, for the ce- 
remony ; all which they had juſt con- 
cluded upon, before my dame gave them 
the ſummons to dinner, 


When 
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When the table was cleared, they were 
at it again, and repeated the propoſals 
they had agreed to before noon, to Mrs. 
E-d-c-b, aſſuring her, that they had 
adjuſted every thing in ſuch a way, as 
could be liable to no manner of objection ; 
but no ſooner had they finiſhed their 
report, than the good woman took their 
ſcheme to pieces, and turned it upſide 
down. | 
Would you, faid ſhe, who are by no 
means to be known for perſons of condi- 
tion, appear ſo ſine, in all the beſt things 
you have, that every one may take notice, 
and detect you ? (for this was one of their 
main articles) will not the whole town 
take the alarm, and upon your return to 
your inn, will you not be more followed 
than a monſter? O! the ringing of bells, 
ſhouting, and waiting upon you for be- 
nevolences, that there will be, till ycu 
are both ſo well known, as to be after- 
wards, wherever you are met with, 
diſtinguiſhed for young Mr. C--4--f and 
his bride; and fo, by that means it will 
ſcarce a week paſs, before it comes to 

s your 
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your fathers ears, and what will then 


become of you both? 

Again, faid ſhe, ſhould you ride upon 
one of your own fine naggs; though you 
ſhould chance to remain unknown your- 
felf, its a thoufand to one that your horſe 
does. Our country grooms, know every 
horſe worth looking at, for miles round 
them; therefore he will as ſurely diſcover 
his rider, as if your name was branded 
upon his forehead. 

Beſides! would people that had not a 
mind to be known in a country place, be- 
fpeak them an eloquent dinner there, (for 
the thoughts of this alſo, had highly 
delighted them) to be gaped at by all the 
popalace. | 
No, no, added the good woman ; if 
you are minded fre: your wedding a 
ſecret from all the world 


you have, or for want of bad enough of 
your own, in one of your ſervants worſt 
liverys, covered with ſome thread bare 
old coat, and every thing elſe. ſuitable, 
and go you out by yourſelf, and at your 
own time; my niece and I will drefs 


properly, 


, dreſs you, ſaid 
the to Mr. Charles, in the worſt cloaths 
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properly, and hiring ſome ſcrub cart horſe, 
Iwill take her up behind me. Let which- 
ever of us firſt, added ſhe, ſtop a mile 
ſhort at M. -I. -n. and wait for the other 
coming; then jogging on till we come 
to the goal, let us alight there, aſk: for 
the doctor, do our bus and mounting 
at the door, give a penny for holding our 
horſes, and jog off again; obſcuring our 
faces as much as poſſible, that none may | 
know us. again. Let us then return by 
different routs, we, to our dwelling ;. you, 
to) yours; and perhaps, in the evening; 
you may chance once more to call in, to 
ſee: how we do after our journey. 

Ab! that Iwill, faid Mr. Charles; but 
turning to Vis, well | my: love, ſaid: hes 
what think yon of Mrs. B. & c- Gs pro- 
ceediags for us? I only think, replied the; 

that I ara amazed we — ſhould 
have formed any other ſebeme: for this 
ſeems ſo 9 as to be ſubject to no 
one objection that I can foreſee ; but then 
fir, added the, you will undo all, thould 
you give the parſon the 2 you men- 
tioned; left he fhould take us for other 
than we ſhall took for, 


The 
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The morning appearing, they ſet for- 


wards, having about nine miles to ride 
- a-crols the country. Mr. Char/es hap- 
pened to be foremoſt, when juſt about 
nine o'clock, as he was entring into the 
confines of M- -, what ſhould he ſpy 
before him, but his fathers coach, at 
* an hundred yards diſtance from 
im. | 
This ſight terrified him ſo, that he had 
much ado to fit his horſe. What excuſe 
he could make to his father, for his 
appearance there, on the worſt horſe in 
the ſtables, and in the dreſs he then had 
on? he was ſo confounded to recollect, 
that he had never been under ſuch a 
dilemma in all his life before : and then, 
as every one under the approach of danger, 


ever ſurmiſes the worſt that can befall 


him ; ſo Mr. Charles taking it for granted, 
that his father would order a ſervant to 
take his horſe, and command him into 
the chariot to him. The very thought 
of deſerting Iris, juſt upon the criſis of 
his marriage to her, and leaving her to 
wait in expectation of him for the _ 

ay, 


4 
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1 | 
day, fruitleſly, ſo diſtreſſed him, that he 
was juſt turning his horſe about for flight, 
with intent to have ſculked up ſome by 
lane, and have hid himſelf till the chariot 
would have paſſed him; when the chariot 
turning off ſhort, about the middle of the 
town, releaſed from his perturbation, 
He now made the beſt of his way to 
the appointed rendezvous; but in ſuch a 
ſweat, and tremor was he at his arrival 
there, that had the people been apt to 
ſuſpicion, they might properly have ſe- 


cured him for an highwayman ; but 


being ſafe under ſhelter, he now, impa- 
tiently waited for the coming of his 
miſtreſs. | 

The old woman and ſhe were not long 
behind bim: for he preſently beheld 
them trotting on, like country folks for 


the next market; till entring into the 


yard, the young *ſquires heart leaped 
8 him, at the ſight of his lovely 
ts. 55 200 
Here he detained. them a while for a 


mouthful of breakfaſt, which whilſt it 
was in preparation, miſs took notice, 


with no little concern to herſelf, that 
| Mr. . 
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Mr. Charles ſeemed more thoughtful than 


ordinary; then fearing leſt. what they 


were going upon ſhould have occationed 


it, in the dolour of her heart, ſhe could 
no ways refrain from taxing him, with 
the unuſual: melancholy that ſhrouded 
his brow that morning. 


ſcarce: euer met with a mote urgent cauſe 
for it, than juſt as J entered this town. 
the hoped, ſhe ſaid, he had met with no 
abuſe from any one, No, no, replied 
he; but I was within a hairs- breadth of 
meeting a far worſe affair, at this preſent. 
Sbe begging to know what that could 
be, he told her, that juſt upon entring 


the ſkirts:of the town, he met his fathers 


chariot, ſcarce an hundred yards before 
him, and driving directiy towards him, 
in a part where there was no turning off 
for him either to the right or left; but 
by the beſt of fortune on his fide, whilſt 
he was ſinking for dread of his fathers 
preſence, it turned down to Od, juſt 
before it came up to him; the oddneſs of 
which event, (he ſaid) had occupied his 
mind ever fince, a 


Miſs 
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Miſs ſeemed under great conſternation 
at firſt; but recollecting herſelf, faid ſhe, 
it is my firm opinion, in the diſguiſe you 
are now under, that you might have paſſ- 
ed him, without being known by him; 
and might his horſe roo? ſaid Mrs 
E-d-c-b. No, no, if his father had not 
recollected him, the ſervants would the 
Horſe, which would have been of equally 
fatal conſequence : for that was not under 
diſguiſe too, Come, -come, niece, added 
the, let me tell you, you have both had 
a narrow eſcape to day, and I wiſh'it was 
well over you: for nothing is ſure, till 
it is paſt; many things paſs between the 
cup and the lip. - | 

They made but a ſhort breakfaſt, and 
away, arriving ſoon after at the priſon 
gate; but by the way, my dames head 
had been working, how they might be 
received the moſt privately : fo that de- 
firing Mr. Charles to come flowly after, 
(he faid that her niece and ſhe, for pre- 
vention of ſuſpicion, would go firſt, and 
prepare the parſon againſt he came. 


They 
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They did ſo, and Mr. Charles ſoon 
following them in, they were tacked 


together in a trice, without the leaſt 
notice to, or knowledge of, any one 


creature but the parſon, when having 
paid their fees, the women took horſe 
firſt; and then, by the time they were 


through the town, the new bridegroom 


followed them; rode with them to 
M--k--m on their way home, and then 
ſtealing a kiſs from his bride as they rode 
fide by ſide, he turned off by a ſome- 
what more diſtant rout, and they returned 
ſtraitways to M. -A -n. 

Mr. Charles had a thouſand doubts in 
his mind, as to what the ſervants would 
fay, when they ſhould ſee him upon his 


return, ſo tranſmogrified ; nor could he 


deviſe for his life any plauſible excuſe for 


it whatſoever ; till growing almoſt in de- 
ſpair, within about four miles of home, 
he was led by repeated ſhouts, to a bull 
baiting. This, having brevied for ſome 
time, he reſolved to make his excuſe, for 


appearing in the diſguiſe he was under, 


and upon his arrival at home, did fo, 
| being 


[6] | 
being led, he aid, by his curioſity, to the 


k: I ſight, though he choſe not to be known 
: for a ſpectator. 

| | Having now dreſſed himſelf in his 
3 beſt ; ſo ſoon as dinner was over, pre- 


g tending a walk, he ſtrolled to dame 
e E-d-c-b's to his Iris, where he drank 
e tea, and returned home in the evening 
1 to ſupper, that he might not be ſuſpected; - | 
) when retiring early as for bed, he ſtole out 
1 in the dark, in an old coat, ſuch as might 
be ſuppoſed to walk out in early in the 
morning; and having enjoyed himſelf 
with his Iris all night, returned home 
before breakfaſt time, as from a walk 
only, that he had taken early ; and after | 
this manner, ſtole our new married cou= 
ple each others ſociety, nightly, till Mr. 
C--d--t's return; when Mr. Charles was 
obliged to be a little more ſparing of 50 
viſits, for fear of a detection. 


e 
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then, has prov idence ordered affairs below ; 
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CHAP. V. 


Reflection. Parentage of a Lady intended 
for Mr. Charles; his Fatber working 
to bring it about, His Father propoſes 
it to him, His Reaſons againſt it, 


rejected. Argues with his Father.. 


Muſt viſit ber. His and Iris's Grief, 
i Mrs. E-d-c-b's Caunci ] for their Reareſs. 


. us mortals make | who being in 
poſſeſſion of fomewhat more earth than 
our neighbours, muſt command the whole 
globe! all things muſt ſubmit to our wills, 
as if like tame cattle, the reſt of our fel- 
low creatures -were but born for our 
pleaſure, and to be turned, and diſpoſed 


to our utility! Ho happily, for the 


benefit of the community in the general 


that 


HAT a vapouring do many of 
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that theſe arbitrary gentlemen, though 
they are at liberty to form what plans 
they ſee fit, ſhall have no further the 
direction of them, than the intereſted 
partys ſhall ſuffer them, in whoſe powers 
it for the moſt part is, to check their 
progreſs, to thwart their proceedings, 
and annul their projects, even impercep- 
tibly, and to overthrow every of their 
devices, by ſecret counterworkings of 
of their own ; till at length, theſe mighty 
projectors, finding themſelves baffled by 
thoſe they held ſo far their inferiors, are 
compelled to acknowledge themſelves to 
be but men, poor, weak, ignorant, and 
falliable men, 

Mr. C--d--t having long pleaſed him- 
ſelf with the concluſion, that the wealth 
he had amaſſed, and ſhould ſtill ſcrape | 
together, when in his ſons hands, con- 
Joined to the noble fortune he purpoſed 
to procure him with a wife, would ſet _ 
his future family at the head of all the 
country gentry ; was now about to put it A 
into execution. f 

Upon his arrival at the gentleman's 
ſeat, to whom he was to advance the 
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twelve thouſand pounds I have before- 
mentioned, upon the mortgage; he 
there became converſant with a young 
lady, award of the borrower, whom by 
the ſhowy appearance ſhe perſonally 
made, and by the ſumptuouſneſs of the 
equipage that he obſerved to be ſolely ap- 
propriated to her uſe, excluſive of the 
reſt of the family, he could judge to be 
no leſs, than a lady of fortune of the firſt 
rate. 
Now Mr. C--d--t was not one of thoſe 
gentlemen, who could look even upon 
trifles with indifference: for he had 
remarked, that ſcarce any thing could 
occur, but it was either to be ſought, or 
avoided: So that in order to the one, or 
the other, he generally made himſelf 
maſter of the ſubject, by a prying 
inquiſitiveneſs, moſt natural to ſuch, as 
are ever upon the watch for advantage. 
He had taken this method for into: m- 
ing himſelf of this young lady's family, 
and fortune; to the former of which 
demands, though he reaped no abundant 
ſatisfaction, yet the latter made an ample 


amends for it. His friend the mortgager, 
told 
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told him, that her father was but of mean 
extract; indeed ſo obſcure, that he had 
often heard him ſay, he knew not any 
one relation he ever had, having been 
educated amongſt pariſh children in the 
weſt, where having learnt ſomewhat of 
writing and accompts, he was received 
under the protection of a land ſurveyor in 
thoſe parts. This gentleman, added he, 
being ſomewhat phthiſicky, and often 
ailing, would not, at all ſeaſons, with 
ſafety to himſelf, attend his employment 
abroad ; ſo that perceiving his ſervant to 
be very curious in his methods, and 
making obſervations upon all that he ſaw 
him practice, he took no ſmall pains to 
make him capable of the bulineſs, that 
he might thereby become aſſiſtant to him 
init; till at length, being as well able to. 
go through with it as his maſter, he was 
ſet about it by himſelf, in his maſters 
abſence, and thereby rendered himſelf 
not only well known in the country, for 
an artiſt that way, but increaſed” * 

maſters gains, conſiderably. 8 

The Mortgager added, that the lady! 8 
father, adhcring to his maſter till his 


D 2 death, 
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death, which happened a few years after, 
fell then into all his buſineſs; and ſuch a 
genjus had he for it, and fo accurately 
behaved he in it, that he became ſoon, 
the moſt noted man that way in all the 
country, being ſo well known to the 


gentry, chiefly; that ſcarce any perſon 4 
wanted to buy, or ſell an eſtate, but 1 
Mr. B---7's was the perſon applied to; 
till at length, he became ſo generally 
remarked for a broker in thoſe affairs, 
that ſcarce any thing of that nature, or 
any ways relative to ſecuritys, was 
tranſacted with Mr. B's, either of one 
fide or other, and not unfrequently on 
both: ſo that in a few years time, he 
had amaſſed near fourſcore thouſand 
pounds; all of which he had left to the 
young lady his only child, at his death, 

Now fir, added he, I being her 
guardian, upon making a large purchaſe 
ſome years ago, employed near thirty 
thouſand pounds of her money therein, | 
for which I have ever ſince paid her N 
intereſt; till now, ſhe being nearly of 
of age, I rather choſe to pay her her full 


demand in money, out of my hands, 
than 


| 


— 
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than to make her a ſecurity for ſo much 
as I have not now by me, which is the 
reaſon of my borrowing the fum I ap- 
plied to you for. f 

What can be more apropos, think Mr. 
C- -d. -t, than this Miſs B---z's for my 
ſon Charles, and eſpecially, as I ſhall now 
have an intereſt in her guardian? ſo that 
inſtead of being fo preciſe, as he intended 
in his inquiries, into the value of the 
eſtate to be mortgaged ; he remitted great 
part of his concern about that; for find- 
ing the guardian to be a man well to be 
truſted, and of a plentiful eſtate; in 
order to ingratiate himfelf the more to 
him, he told him, that as the writings 
might poſſibly: take up more time than 


they expected, if the young lady was ſo 8 


nearly of age, as that the money would 
be wanted before they could be ready, 
he ſhould have it at any time, upon his 
note, or fingle bond, rather than in the 
leaſt be diſappointed. 
The mortgager took this offer ſo 
kindly of Mr. C--d--?, that he made him 
abundance of compliments upon the 
head; but replied, that the lady wanted 
D 3 near 
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near three months of being out of her 
minority, and that it would be ſoon 
enough for the caſh, when the writings 
ſhould be prepared. 

Mr. C--d--?, to make a thorough uſe 
of the ſhort ſtay he was to make, now 
fell to work upon his own buſineks, by 
cemanding if the lady was near upon 
marriage yet ? when finding by the reply, 
that ſhe was diſengaged ; he then put in 
for his fon, as a wooer for her; ſtated 
his revenue ; what he would give him in 
hand, and the expectations he would have 
Ather from him at his deceaſe; all which, 
the guardian ſeeming to approve, Mr. 
Gd. then begg'd him to ſtand his 
friend in the affair, and he would upon 


cis return, ſend his ſon to viſit the lady; 


not doubting he ſaid, if her affections 
were diſengaged, but that ſo handſome a 
young fellow as Charles, might win her. 
Mr. C-d=t having now finiſhed the 
affair which called him thither, was all 
impatience till he got home again ; nor 
had he ſlept a ſingle night there, before 
be began with Mr. Charles, about the 
| miſtref he had procured for him. He 
18911 | deſcribed 


1 
deſcribed her perſon, ſet forth her ac- 


compliſhments, and concluded with the 


noble fortune ſhe had, all at her own 
diſpoſal: and now Charles, ſaid he, ſee 


how your cloaths ſtand ; if any thing 1s 


wanting by way of embelliſhment to 
your perſon, let it be forthwith procured 
you, that you may appear as amiable in 
the lady's eye, as poſſible: for I deſign 
you ſha!l ſet out to her, the beginning of 
the next week. ot 

We may believe, Mr, Charles heard 
not this tale without that anguiſh of 


ſpirit, that ever accompanys diſappoint- 


ment in the affairs of love. His heart 


was ſo irremoveably ſettled upon hi 


| adored Iris, that the whole ſpecies of ** 


females beſide, were become indifferent 


to him. What could he ſay? What 
reaſon he could urge to his father, for 


declining this viſit, he knew not. The 


lady's perſon had been repreſented to him, 
as too engaging to be rejected, and her 


fortue ſo ample, as not to be trifled with, 


His whole invention was therefore upon 
the rack, for ſome reaſon why this viſit 
ſhould not be undertaken; but poor 
D 3 Charles 
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Charles was ſo little a maſter of artifice; 
that he could. invent no other cauſe to be 
laid before his father, than his youth, and 
incapacity for taking upon himſelf the 
concern of a family, till he ſhould have 
gained further experience in life. 

This would by no means paſs muſter ; 
for his father bid him pronounce the 
words fourſcore thouſand, and weigh 
them, ſyllable by ſyllable, deliberately ; 
whilſt he ſhould at the ſame time, 
mentaly, apply the word pounds to them, 
and having concluded upon the immenſity 
of the ſame, to imagine it all his own, 


upon the performance of ſome few cere- 
_monials, for a month or two: for ſurely! 
HR that would not compenſate for ſome 
te irregularities in his conduct, till time 
RE ſhould brighten him into the compleat 


maſter of a family, nothing would, 

Mr. Charles told his father, that he 
could not be perſuaded, that all that 
money could be neceflary for making 
him happy: for that he neither wanted it, 
nor much leſs a wife, and was afraid, 
ſince they muſt both go together, he 
ſhould find much more mb ee 
rom 
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from this, than benefit from that, and as 
he was perfectly contented, at ſubfiſting | 
upon ſuch an allowance, as his father 
ſhould from time to time pleaſe to make 
him ; why ſhould he covet that money, 
which would much more benefit fome 
other man ; eſpecially, when it was to 
be clogged with a woman, whom he at 
preſent ſhould think wholly uſeleſs, ant] 
might hereafter, poffibly, hate mortally? 
for which reaſons, 
not to force a ſuperfluity upon him, which 
with its appendages, would rather render 
him a miſerable, than an happy mam. 4 
Charles] ſaid his father, if yon choofe 4 


he defired his father 


ſtarving rather than plenty, with alt m - 3 
heart; my fortune ſhall go to ſome onal £ 
that will improve it; and as both thou 2 


greateſt, and ſpeedieſt improvement, is 
to be made by marriage to a great fortune; 
either attack the lady I recommended to 
you for marriage, or I will look out for 
ſome one elſe to give my eſtate to, who 
ſhall be governed at my direction. 

Mr. Charles was exceedingly irritated, 
at being made ſuch a dupe of ; but taking 
more courage than ever he dar'd to affome 
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before; pray. fir, ſaid he, wherein am 1 
obliged to you for my birth, if J am to 
ſtand. in your eſteem, only in the place 
of ſome other eaſy fool, who will part 
with his liberty for your riches? for Iam 
only to be favoured with the firſt proffer, 
and if I will not purchaſe them at that 
extravagant rate, the next comer that 
will, may have them, I find. 

Do you eſteem your ſon? ſir, added he, 
for whom nature has bound you to ſome 
affection? or do you only eſteem me as 
bon tool to work with, for your own 

umour ſake, without any regard to my 
welfare? If the former, nature would 

teach you to ſtudy my happineſs, equally 
ith your own ; if the latter, I diſclaim 


| Z 25 2 purpoſed benefits, upon ſuch ſervile 
conditions: for as a 1 of yours, 


I want not a ſpirit, which will prevent 
my condeſcentions to ſuch meannefles, 
Anſwer me then in turn, ſir, added he, 
why I am to be impoſed upon by you, 
beyond what I can legally ſubmit to? 
Sir, faid Mr. C--d--t, you have a 
wrong man to deal with, if you think to 


argue! me out of reſolution. I am fixed, 
either | 
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either marry the lady, or quit all pre- 
tentions from me; but pray, what whim 
| has poſſeſſed you now, that you can't 
legally obey me. 
Matrimony fir, faid Mr. Charles, 1 
have ever underſtood to be inſtitued, for 
the mutual comfort, and ſolace of the 
6 partys. I am to promiſe to love, and 
cheriſh my wife; and ſhe is to return the 
duty of a wife to me. Now, can I pre 
determine, before ever I ſee her Perg 
or know her qualitys, to love and cheriſh 
her, whom I may ſcorn and deteſt? or 
am I after to vow that I will, when TI 
know, that I neither ſhall, or can love, 
or che:iſh her! 

This, ſaid his fatber, is all an idle 40 
rant, people mult love their wives if the 
can. Thy mother and I, lived wel! 
enough together ; though for the love 

there was between us, I made myſelf 
ealy as to that. A man marries for * 
veniency, its a pretty ſtory indeed, 
talk of love; when for one that marries 
for the ſake of the woman, five hundred 
have other different occaſions; but moſtly 

for what I now recommend to you, T; be” 
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money. See that you look your things 
together, I tell you, added he, for ct 
out to her you muſt, and ſhall, the 
beginning of the next week. 

Mr. Charles retired to bed, becauſe it 
was late at night; but his proſpect of 
reſt there was very remote, and hopeleſs, 
He wept, he groaned, he formed projects 
for avoiding this journey ; but not one 
that preſented, was promiſory of his fa- 
thers reconciliation to him without it, 
He tumbled and toſſed however, at length, 
the night out, and before his father was 
| ſtirring, away went he to his Tris. 

He found her in bed ſtill; and her 


. aunt having been ſome time up, he caſt 


1 himſelf upon the bed by her; but ſo full 


= was he of the hiſtory of the paſt night, 
that it flowed from his eyes, long before 
hae had the leaſt power to ſpeak to her. 
Iris diſtracted at his grief, threw her 
arms round his neck, kiſſed him, and im- 
plored him to relate to her the cauſe of his 
perturbation; but it was a long time 
before he could modulate his voice to it, 
and then; O! my beloved Iris! ſaid 
he, I am an undone man:“ when the 
tears 
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tears guſhing out more abundantly than 
ever, and her heart melting at his diſtreſs; 


«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
* 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 


O Charly! faid-ſhe, plunge a dagger 
into the heart of your Vis, and free 
me at once from my ſufferings, or 
declare to me the cauſe of your grief, 
that I may weep myſelf to the grave, 
whilſt I join my lamentations, for 
your anguiſh, 
«© Can there be any thing on earth can 
oppreſs my deareſt Charly, that. yet his 
Iris may not be informed of ? O! pour 
forth all your ſorrows into my breaſt; 
that I may either ſuſtain them for you, 
or periſh under the weight of them. 


« 01 my lovely Iris, faid he; I have | 


a tale in my boſom too dreadful for 


* utterence, fain would I endure the 


ſtroke of fate alone, but can't divert 
it from thee, Words are too. faint, to 
paint the horrors of my ſoul, for the 
command I received laſt night from 
my father.” | 

The more he hung off from the main 


point, the cloſer ſhe clung to his boſom. 


cc 


« ® 1 


O! Charh, ſaid ſhe, never can I ſur- 
vive this eruel uſage of me: I cannot, 
D 6 « will 
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* will not live a ſpectator of your anxietys, 
* unleſs you will unfold to me their 
* cauſc. What? thinks my dear, faid 
* he, of my having another wife?“ It's 
<« falſe! ſaid ſhe, you have not. No, 
* Charly, thou wearett not two hearts, 
* and I have one; thou canſt not ſpeak 
e this, meaning that I ſhould credit 
ä | 

%] ſay not, added he, that I have; 
te but what will you think of me, when J 
e ſhall have another?“ I cannot reply, 
e ſaid ſhe, to a meer ſuppoſal ; as forreign 
* to my credit, as to my Charly's honour ; 
ce but why put you this queſtion to me? 
de faid ſhe, above all others?” * Becauſe 
* ſaid he, I am by my fathers command, 
* to ſet out next week upon my court- 
e ſhip, to a young lady he has found out 
* for me; with fourſcore thouſand pounds 


* to ker fortune.“ 


O Charly! ſaid ſhe, the fatal day is 


come that I have ever dreaded : for 


* now, muſt your once loved 1r:s pall 
upon your fancy, appearing as a bar to 
& ſuch an acquiſition. No, it can never 


be, that love alone can ſtand the aps 
| 0 


LT 
* of fourſcore thouſand pounds, un- 
« wounded, Now wilt thou cuiſe thy 
© fond deluded heart, for ſubmitting to 
be led a captive by a worthleſs creature, 
ce born but to work thy woe; when ſuch 
« fair terms of a glorious capitulation, 
ce were ſo near thee? but what can man 
© or woman depend upon in life! how 
* ſoon are their moſt promiſing fruits 
e nipped in their bud; by unforeſeen 
events! ſcarce probable.” 

* I, not long fince, added ſhe, thought 
cc myſelf molt happy i in my parents, and 
ce the lictle matters they could do for me; 
« but fate deprived me bath of them, and 
* hope, at the ſame inſtant. Then, to 
©« erect me for another fall, and that, 
* more grievious too, I thought myſelf 
bs ſuperlatively happy, my dear, conti- 
e nued ſhe, in your love; but ſcarce for a 
« week has my ſoaring fancy been on 
« wing, wafting me up to an immenſity 
« of bliſs; before Iam precipitated to the 
« Abyls of wretchedneſs, and miſery, 
« You, Charly, proceeded ſhe, muſt obey 
« a wealthy er 3 and 1 forſaken, muſt 


ebe 
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te be left an inſtance of the inſtability of 
human felicity.” ary 
Heer tears now obſtructing the further 
paſſage of her voice, ſhe ſunk from his 
breaſt, ina fort of deſparation, and groan- 
ed ſo, that Mrs. E-d-c-6 from below 
hearing her, came up to ſee what was 


the matter with them. 


She found them both weltring in tears, . 
uncapable either, for adminiſtring the 
leaſt conſolation to other; but ſighing, 
under ſuch diſtortions of body, as ſeemed 
the moſt expaſſive tokens of deſpair. She 
ſpoke to them, and conjured them to lay 
open their griefs to her; but to very little 
purpoſe: for not a ſingle ſyllable of 
anſwer could ſhe draw from either of 


them; but ſtill, a repetition of ſighs and 
bewailings. 


At length, ſiting down: by them, ſhe 
began to reaſon with them, upon their 
ſuffering themſelves to be thus dejected. 
She inſiſted that no benefit could ariſe 
therefrom to the cauſe they had in hand ; 
which if it at all merited their concern, it 


would much better teſtify itſelf, by con- 


joining in ſome remedy to repel the 


miſchief 
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miſchief. It was too mean a behaviour 
in them, ſhe ſaid, whoſe interefts ought 
to be one, to give themſelves over to ap- 
proaching ills, without a ſtruggle for 
freeing themſelves from them, Generous 
ſpirits, were ever active, proceeding with 
caution, but reſolution, to hem the tor- 
rent of adverſity, by prudent, and timely 
oppoſition, or counter-working ; but 
never any advantage could. ariſe to the 
patient. whilſt he voluntarily ſunk deeper 
under his misfortunes, 

Inſiſting then again, upon their drying 
away their tears, and calling up their 
reaſon to their aid; in which caſe, ſhe 
would aſſiſt them all that ſhe could, with 
her beſt advice, the ſaid; ſhe by degrees, 
brought them to a converſable ſtate again, 
and heard from Mr. Charles, the dead 
doing commands of his father. 

« Very well, ſaid the old lady; and 
© is this to be avoided by lying here, and 
crying, till you become incapable of 
te relief? Riſe! riſe! niece, faid ſhe; for 
e ſhame! this is but a flea- bite, you could 
te never have expected a more trifling diſ- 
** appointment than this. How many 

| << courtſhips 
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% courtſhips began from deſire of per- 
fection, and proſecuted with utmoſt 


** ardour, drop in the proceſs, and come 
* to nothing? much rather then, will 


this, which Mr. Char/es will have ſo 


* many opportunities of rendering dif- 
* pleaſing to the young lady; but come, 
will conſider it a while, till you are 
< up, in which time, I doubt not but 
* ſome ſtratagem will tart to your ſervice; 
but let me hear no more ſighing, and 

* whining, it will enorvate the heart, 
„ that under an undaunted reſolution, 
might perform wonders.” It now being 
near the old gentleman's breakfaſt time, 
Mr. Charles was obliged to be at home; 
though ſo ſoon as that ſhould be over, he 
promiſed them to take out his gun, and 
make their houſe in his way: for he 
ſhould long to hear what aid his affairs 
might receive, from Mrs, E-g-c-6's 
council. | 
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Mrs. E-d-c-b's Stratagem, ſeconded by 
her. Debates thereouy, Deceives his 
Father. The Patient terrified, Mr. 
H--r--s gives him Hopes. Mr. Charles 
recovers, Is to viſit Miſs B----ns. 
Further Scheme of Mrs. E-d-c-b 10 
decei vue old C--d--t. 


R. C--d--t having taken a light 
cold upon his journey, breakfaſted 
in bed that morning : ſo that Mr, Charles 
not being bound to attendance, he return- 
ed to dame E-d-c-b's again, impatient, 
to hear her advice for their ſervice. Tris 
meeting him at his arrival, caught him in 
her arms, with: O my deareſt Charly / 
% my-aunt has thought of ſomething that 
* muſt help us out, if any thing will, 
© ſaid ſhe,” 4 None 
3 Well! 
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Well! they both ſat down by the old 
lady, ſtaring in her face, and watching 
every movement of her lips, whilſt the 
proceeded as follows. Mr. Charles, faid 
* ſhe, I have often ſeen you, arm in arm, 
* with young '{quire H--r--s; from 


* whence, I conclude there to be a par- 


e ticular intimacy, and friendſhip between 


** you two.” © Between no two more,” 


faid Mr. Charles. ** Now; added ſhe, 


* if you can procure him to favour your 


* deſign, I am in hopes to bring you off 


” 


| "* Mr H., added ſhe, is juſt come 
< to his eſtate you know, and a very fine 
** one it 1s, worth any woman's acceptance; 
_ * efpecially in the hands of ſo perſonable 
<a gentleman as Mr. H--r--s, See him 
therefore to day, and aſk if he is in- 
<< clinable to marriage. There is but 
<« little fear of his denying it; then tell 
* him of the lady, and that your father 
being almoſt mad till you have made 
< her ſure to you, you ſhall be obliged 
* to him, if he will ſerve you ſo far, and 
< himſelf at the ſame time, as forthwith 
* to pay her a viſit ; by which means, he 


« at laſt, with colours flying. 


« will 
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te will ſee how her pulſe ſtands for a 
« ſecond : for that as you are otherwiſe 
« engaged yourſelf, you ſhall be moſt 
ce delighted, at procuring ſo. rich a wite 
« for him.” 

* You may tell him, that if the lady 
* ſcems as the leaſt to favour his addreſs, 
* you will ſet aſide the viſit your father 
** has propoſed to you as the next week, 
„e by taking a circuit ſome other way; 
* ſo as to give him a ſecond, or third 
c interview with the lady, and then by 
< telling your father that ſhe is engaged 
* to him, divert the match from your 
* fathers brains, till he may have ſecured 
eher to himſelf, 

Well! this ſcheme ſeeming to offer 
them more ſucceſs, than any thing that 
the young ones could invent, it was in- 
ſtantly concluded upon, and Mr. H--r--s 
receved it piping hot in the afternoon. 
The young gentleman was ſtruck with 
the fortune, nor made he more words of 
it, than to aſſure Mr. Charles, that he 
would ſet out upon the expedition the 
next morning; ſo that now the young 
couple 
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couple had little elſe to do, but from their 
hearts, to pray for his ſucceſs. 

Mr. H--r--s, as had been concerted 
between him and Mr. Charles, made uſe 
of Mr. C--d--t's name to gain admittance; 
the guardian little imagining, but he had 
been that gentleman's ſon, He found 
the lady far more agreeable, both in her 

rſon, and converſation, than Mr. 
Charles had depictered her, (though he 
had ſtrained every perfection his father 
had reported of her, to the higheſt pitch 
that his fancy could raiſe it) which toge- 
ther with the ſweetneſs of her temper, 
quite charmed him; inſomuch, that upon 
his return, Mr. Charles had no farther 
need of arguments for a repetition of that, 
which at the firſt view had been ſo pleaſing 
to him ; but as it would not be more than 
three days from his return, before Mr, 
Charles himſelf was to fally forth to her ; 
and as Mr, H--r--s inſiſted, it would be 
far too ſhort a ſpace for him to return to 
her again in, ſo Mr. Charles was now as 
much at a loſs as ever, leaſt this viſit 


ſhould overſet all that his friend had al- 
ready 


871 
ready gained, and fo, the firft ſtep might 


prove to no purpoſe, | 

He was ſuch a novice at ſtratagem, 
that he was obliged to have recourſe toMrs, 
E-d-c-b again, for the regulation of his 
behaviour to his father: for as. Mr. 
H--r--s had promiſed him, after a ſtay of 
a full week at home, to be with the lady 
again; ſo, how he ſhould gain that week 
upon his father, became the ſole matter 
in debate, 

« Bleſs me! ſaid dame E-d-c-b, one 
© would imagine that you two had no 
© other thoughts, than of each other.” 
« Why? truly, ſaid Mr. Charles, I have 
little elſe in my mind than my ITrzs;” 
* or I, than my Cbarh,“ replied Iris; 
© but pray, added ſhe, what method can 
« you deviſe for his avoiding the journey 
“for ſome time? 

« Can't he ſham ſick? ſaid Mrs. 
« E-d-c-b, till he ſees fit to go off him- 
« ſelf? O! ay, ſaid Ir:s, the very way 
eto come off by. He may pretend to 
® have a fever.” © The very diſorder, 
« ſaid Mrs. E-d-c-b, to be detected in.--- 
Cannot any one elſe tell, as well as him- 


* 
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ce ſelf, whether he has that or not? No, 
© no, child, added ſhe, that will never 
e paſs upon ſo ſhrew'd a man as my 
ce maſter C--4--f; he mult have taken a 
< violent cold; muſt have a pain in his 
ce head; with his bones, and back in ſuch 


9 miſery, that he is ſcarce able to crawl. 


% about houſe, much leſs to take a 


e journey. 


„ Well! I do ſay, that's the beſt fancy 
ee that either of us could have had, ſaid 
« Tris; and pray aunt, added the, when 
« js he to begin-to be very bad?” Mrs. 
E-d-c-b replied, that he ought to be 
* out of order on Monday night, grow 
ce worſe and worſe on T. withy, and Wed- 
« neſday being the day appointed for his 
“journey, he onght to keep his bed.“ 
What? all day,” ſaid Mr. Charles, 
« Yes, replied ſhe, for three days at leaſt; 
e when mending ſlowly, by that time Mr. 
« F]--r--5 returns, you will be tolerably 
© recovered again. 

% What? lye a bed three whole days 
« and nights? ſaid Mr. Charles; I can 
© never ſupport under it, having never 


<« that I remember, kept my bed for one 
cc day 
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« day yet: but may int one eat ſomething 
« for all this time? added he.” A litt. 
« wwater gruel, Or whey, ſher eplied 3 but 
« muſt be extremely cautious of ſolids, 
e for fear of a fever,” Well! but ſaid 
*« he, as I ſhall-not realy be ſo full of 
„pain as you fpeak of, it can't hurt me 
«re eat a good meal, can it?“ | wah 
« Young gentleman, ſaid Mrs. E-d-c-b, 
« jf you was to perſonate the doctor, 
hen you was not fo, you muſt pre- 
« ſcribe for your patient, though you was 
ever ſo unacquainted with medicine ; 
« ſo, as you are now to perſonate the 
patient, you muſt ſubmit to the regimen 
„that will be preſcribed to you: for 
« your buſineſs is, at all events, for the 
time, to be the very perſon. you would 
« repreſent ; leaſt a ſingle turn out of 
* character, ſhould deſtroy your whole 
e project.” | | | 
« Well! well! faid Mr. Charles, © | 
« F underſtand you now; and my dear, 
«ſaid he to his r7s, as I ſhall! have but 
da ſingle day longer to reign,. ble me me 
„not, if T ſpeyd the beſt part of it in 
« your company. oO N 
ag; © E He 
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Hle called upon Mr. H--r--s in his way 
home, informed him of the ſcheme he 
had to execute, and as that would prevent 
his early knowledge of bis return, he 
deſired him, immediately afterwards, to 
ſend his ſervant with an how d'ye to him, 
that he might thereby know when to be 
well again. This being concerted between 
them, upon the Monday following, hav- 
ing occupied himſelf, and his own man, 
for ſome time in packing up the apparatus 
he was to take with him; towards eve- 
ning, he began to decline, and was 
obliged ro precipitate himſelf into bed, 
ſome hours before his time. 

His father hearing of this, was exceed- 
ingly vexed, at this critical timing of his 
illneſs. He viſited him, felt of his pulſe, ' 
ordered him a ſweat, and to be covered 
up warm; hoping, he faid, that he 
ſhould find him pure well in the morn- 
ing: for that it was, only ſome cold he 
had taken, which he doubted not but the 
ſweat would carry oft. | 

His father had ordered a maid to fit 
up with him, and to ply him with whey, 

2 as 
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as much as he could drink; ſo that by 
morning, the poor young fellows guts 
had been drenched to ſome purpoſe; but 
however, his complaint was far from 
intirely gone yet; he believed it was 
abated, he ſaid, in hopes of getting up; 
for he had had enough of his bed, 
already. Hue | 

His father permitted him to riſe, in 
hopes that ſtirring would be uſeful to 
him, and ſo indeed it ſeemed to be, till 
towards evening, when he relapſed, far 
worſe than ever, which not a "little ter- 
rified the old gentleman ; for that now, 
he had poſtponed all view of his ſon's 
journey. 3 

He ſent for the apothecary next day, 
who pronounced his diſorder to be the 
meaſles, and accordingly, ſent in ſeveral 
doſes by way of throwing them out. He 
was charged to make uſe of this, and to 
refrain from that, for ſo many days, in 
order to ſee what it would turn to, that 
the young gentleman began to be ſick 
indeed at length, and had faſted ſo long, 
till at laſt he had no ſtomach to eat; when 
leaſt more fatal conſequences might attend 


E 2 him 
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him, he peremptorily inſiſted upon gett 
ing up, at the end of the fourth day 
ut it was abſolutely denied him, — 
beard them whiſper that he was light- 
headed. This iruck ſuch a terror over 
him, though he knew but little of what 
lightheadedneſs meant, fave that he had 
heard of it in dangerous caſes, that he 
was even upon the point of detecting 
himſelf, rather than longer, to be con- 
fined. to their practices upon him. 

However, as his Ji, was at ſtake, 
together with all his future hopes in her, 
he reſolved to ſubmit a little longer, and 
to find himſelf recovering the next day: 
for which purpoſe, he grew chearfuller 
than he had been, declating himſelf freer 
from, his pains ; fat up in his bed a little; 
and deſiring ſomewhat to cat, was allowed 
to pick a piece of the breaſt of a chicken; 
but was ſtinted to ſuch a proportion. 

In ſhort, the day following he was to 
riſe, and did ſo; but ſuch an effect had 
his bed upon him, that he could ſcarce 
ſtand, more than a new born infant. | 
He counted the days, nay the hours, 


and even the minutes, * he ſhould hear 
ed 8 4 from 
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from his friend H--r--s; dreading all the 
while, leaſt he not ſucceeding, be ſhould 
be compelled by his father, to take the 
deteſted journey, notwithſtanding; all the 
trouble he had been at to avoid it. 

As the time approached for Mr. 
H--r--s's teturn, he mended propor- 
tionally; till at length, the meſſenger 
arrived, with Mr. F--r--s's compliments 
of inquiry after his health, and to inform 
him how ſorry he was at hearing he had 
been ill, and that if it might be with con- 
venience, he would wait upon him. 

This proved the ſupreameſt alleviation 
to Mr Charles mind 3 His impatience 
for the ſacceſs of his friend's journey, 
having predominated over all his other 
com 2 hitherto: ſo that ſhould but 
this prove to his wiſh, he ſhould once 
more enjoy himſelf with his Iris again, 

Having returned anſwer by Mr, H-r-s's 
ſervant, how acceptable his maſters com- 
pany would be him Mr. H--r--s waited 
upon him the next morning, as the moſt 
leiſure time, he thought to Mr. Charles, 


and freeſt from other company ; but the 


a who attended Mr. Charles, nevet 
E 3 -____ quitting 
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quitting the room, he could find no 
opportunity of a private word or two 
with him, till Mr. Charles, having forced 
an errand or two for his nurſe down 
ſtairs, Mr. H--r--s informed him, that 
he had great hopes, his buſineſs was as 
good. as done; nor did he doubt, but 
another vilit would fo far compleat it, as 
to obtain the lady's promiſe. 

He ſtated the manner of her receiving 
him; their diſcourſe ; her ſeeming agree- 
ment to his propoſals, and the freedom of 
intercourſe there was between them; 
but above all, ſo amplified the charms of 
the lady, and was in ſuch raptures when- 
ever her name but paſſed his lips, as had 
not Mr. Charles been too faſt united to his 
Jris, muſt have placed him in a ſtate of 
rival y with him. Rial: 


* 


Mr. Her-, added, that there was 
but one obſtacle, he believed, in the 
way, that would prevent their union for 
a month or two, which was that ſhe 
would not be at age till about that time; 
and as till then, ſhe could conſent to 
nothing without the inter forence of her 
guardian, ſhe was determined not to en- 
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gage herſelf in wedlock, till ſhe Wobld 


de from under the controul of any one, 
me capable of trapſ4QUng matters for 
herſelf. # bh 
Having heard this relation, Mr. Charles 
was now, no leſs anxious for reporting it 
to his Iris, than he had been for receiving 
it from his friend; but this was not to be 
forwarded by other ſteps, than the pro- 
ceſs of his recovery might bear him out in; 
nay, his father was no lefs diſquiet in his 
own mind, till his ſon ſhould be able to 
travel, than the young gentleman was, 
till he durſt appear to his Vis. 
No ſooner was he looked upon as a 


| Wund man again, than his father ge 


for his journey, which his ſon delayed, as 
he told him, that he might recover hi 
ſtrength and complexion, a little more, 
before he ſhould undertake a tour, wherein 
ſhould he take the leaſt cold, be might 
relapſe again, and be laid up in a tratige 
family; but in reality, that he mit 5 
both impede his j journey, and enjoy” 
Iris with more latitude. 

However, as Mr. Charkes now was ap- 


parently too well again, to ſhuffle off the 


E 4 affair 


(96 ] 
affair any longer, his father had appointed 
the ſecond day following, for his travel. 

Tris, was at all events, to be firſt taken 
leave of, and no feaſable pretence offering, 
for protracting the time any longer, he 
went to bid her adieu, with full purpoſe 
of viſiting the lady. The account he had 
before given his Iris of Mr. H--r--5's pro- 
ceedings, had given ſuch a filip to her 
ſpirits, that now, ſhe regretted not the 
loſs of him for a few days, ſince ſhe had 
not that dread of his journey as before. 
So that they joked upon it, but as a 
deceit to be put upon the old gentleman, 
and made themſelves. quite merry. at it; 
but my dame, Who fat by during their 
diſcoutſe, had quite another notion of 
the affair: ſhe looking upon it as too 
ſerious a matter * trifled with. 
. Suppoſe, Laid the, har this lady, Jiking 
« Mt. Charles better than Mr. Hy-, 
«as they come both on the ſame errand, 
« and neither has yet obtained her promiſe, 
« ſhe ſhould, upon fight of Mr. Charles, 
e caſt off Mr. H--r--s; what will you 
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The young folks were now quite 
thunder- ſtruck, and ſtaring at each other, 
had not a ſingle word to fay againſt this; 
but looking melancholy ; Come, ſaid 

« Mrs. E-d-c-b now I have ſomewhat be- 
| t wildered your ſenſes ; ſuppoſe, I was to 
. «* enliven them agam, by putting you in a 
% way how to avoid this journey alſo.” . 
O] they both cried out, that would 
« indeed be ſomewhat, and bepg'd her 
« not to detain them in ſuſpence.“ 
« Why? then, ſaid ſhe to Mr. Charles; 
« how do you purpoſe to take this trip, 
on horſeback, or in your chariot?! 
In the chariot, to be ſure, he faid, be- 
* cauſe of being ready dreſſed. at his 
« arrival, It was what his father thought 
© the propereſt way, he ſaid; But 
* your father, ſaid my dame, muſt not 
« have his way in all things: for I tell 
e you, you muſt go on horſeback.” * On 
« horſeback ? ſaid Mr. Charles.” „Ves 
e anſwered my dame, and muſt take,one 
* ſervant only with you; not, but I Will 
* allow you a ride in the chariot preſently, 
f OT HITS a 
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, Now, for the heart of me, cannot 
« T' conceive what my aunt intends to do 
with you, my dear, ſaid Iris. © Never 
e fear, neice, ſaid ſhe, but he ſhall come 
* off without broken bones, though he 
may chance, to ſprain them, or ſo. 

Well fir! added ſhe, I fay that you 
« ſhall, take one ſervant with you; then 
eat a mile or two diſtance from home, 
< you ſeem under a vaſt concern, for 
* having left your ſnuff box behind you, 
« aſking the fellow if he has ſeen any 
„thing of it? for lack of which, you 
* order him poſt back again for it, recol- 
« leQing, that you left it upon your 
< table.” 

_ * So ſoon as his back is turned, you 
look out for a convenient place, unſeen 
« by any one, to diſmount in; here, you 
* turn up your horſe looſe ; roll yourſelf 
«alittle in the dirt, and creap up to ſome 
&« dry bank, where at your ſervants return, 

« you tell him your horſe has thrown you; 
* that you was in no little dread for your 
« neck, at firſt; but now you find you 
« have fo ſtrained your hip bone, that 

cc you 2 
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« you can by no means ſtand upon it, and 
* order him home again for the chariot, | 
you being unable to mount your horſe, 
© or to proceed any further. 
At your return, your father may 
* think the devil in the journey, when 
ehe finds it to be ſo unproſperous ; but 
« let him judge as he pleaſes ;' I defy 
him, or any man elſe, to ſay, whether 
vou axe hurt or not, in the joint of that 
« fleſhy part; do you but take care to 
** counterfeit lameneſs, accurately; and 
* * a8 this may. continue, juſt ſo long as 
you pleaſe only, you may let the lady 
0 ah married to Mr. H<-r--s it you i, 
e before you are able to ſee her, d 
« pay your firſt viſit to her, at u Mr. n 
* as his bride.” | 
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CHAP. VII 


AS! Chi cles 7 tricks ths old W and 
| : hw. Mr. C--d--t'immoderately netthed 
Find. Miſs B----ns had married Mr. 
a 55 3 Sends him a Challenge. | 


THATEVER has been aſcribed 
by others, to the youthful lovers 
eber give me the old head, for bu- 
ſineſs. The mariner that has rode out 
many a ſtorm, is ever the beſt guide in 
foul weather. 

Our young couple, were ſo amazed at 
the old lady's politicks, as to yield them- 
ſelves up to her ſteerage, nor could any 
thing in the world, they both allowed, 
be more natural than the plot ſhe had 
laid: fo that now, under the guidance, 
they even laughed at old C--4--t, and 
proceeded 
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proceeded with abundance of glee, to put 
the bite upon him; not fearing the leaſt 
miſcarriage, from a project ſo: accurately 


charakter. 170 | 
As to Charles bimſelf,- Div was Pls 455 

lighted with it, as to promiſe roundly 
againſt all failure on his part; nay, that 
the. old lady might be judge of his future 
behaviour, he ſhammed the. cripple before 
her, ſo adroitly, as under the obſervance” 
of two or three hints ſhe. then gave him, 


to deſerve her higheſt applauſes. 


deviſed, if Mr. Charles could =_ acht an 


Old Mr. Cd -t, upon the return of 


his ſon, began, as uſaul, upon his. jaur- 
ney. ' He was now 1o purely recovered; 
he ſaid, that as delays might be dangerous, 
he would have him [at out the next morns 
ing; and then, ordered a ſeryant to let 
the coachman. know, that the chariot 
muſt be at-the door by break of day-on 
the morrow, without fail. | 

I have been . thinking about that, dir; 
ſaid Mr. Charles, and upon ſeveral ac- 
counts, ſhould rather, if you pleaſe, go 
on horſeback,” Fye! fye! ſaid, his father, 
80 a nn ſo many miles on 9 
| Wy 
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engages at a woman's affections, ought 
to deck himſelf the moſt amiably that he 


can, in order to gain them. Only con- 


ſider with yourſelf, the figure that a 
a young gentleman muſt make at diſ- 
mounting; his wig diſhevelled. with the 
wind, his boots are ſpattered like a poſt 
boys, and his whole body and ſpirits, ſo 
reduced by his exerciſe, and languid, 
that he will be ſitter for a round nap to 
refreſh himſelf, than for exerting his 
talents, to eſtabliſh himſelf in her af- 
fection $a] Wy FC. 

In all theſe: cafes, Charles, added he, 
a man cannot be too ſprightly, and ſhould 
rather lay by a few days, for a recruit of 
F ſpirits, than cauſe them to flag by over 
- exerciſe, juſt at his making his firſt 
—_ "Fo [et 11903! 55 t 
As for that, fir, ſaid Mr. Charles, 
riding, evermore invigorates my faculties; 
bat I have ſtill a reaſon behind, that 
ontweighs, in my opinion, all other con- 
fiderations whatever. My blew jockey 
laced coat, in my regard, is far the greateſt 
ſet off to my perſon, of any garment 1 
9 1 have ; 


* 
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have; now this, with my trimmed ſattin 


waiſtcoat, and a pair, of new buckſkin 
breeches, will, J am ſatisfied, make me 


more taking in the lady's eye, than the 
fineſt ſtiffened dreſs I can put on; which 

as my fancy, at beſt, diſguiſes but an 

honeſt hearted Britain, into a finical 


Frenchman. I muſt therefore intreat you 
lir, added he, to permit me to pleaſe my- 
ſelfin my habit, for as much as, whilſt 1 
ſhall ſuſpect myſelf to be agreeable to the 


lady, I ſhall act as if I really was fo, with 


ten times more courage, and freedom, 


than if I ſuſpect her to deſpiſe me, as] 
really ſhall myſelf, in any other apparel. 


Nw fir, added he, you muſt allow, that 
the dreſs I choſe, is by no means adapted 
to a chariot, which ſhould I be conveyed 
in, what leſs can ſhe imagine; but that I 
have no other coat to my back, ſo that 


upon all accounts, I muſt beg to go on 
horſeback. 

Very well! ſaid his father; ſince you | 
are ſo deſirous of it, I cannot ſay, but it 
poſſibly may be better ſo to do; but let 


your own man and George, go with you. 


What need is there of two fir, faid Mr. 


Charles ; 
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Charles; it has the grander look with it, 


replied his father, Two fellows, well 
mounted, with their holſters and piſtols, 
- -may be. ſomewhat equivalent to aber, 
but a ſingle ſervant only, makes not the 
leaft ſhow at all. | | 

Pardon me, fir, faid Mr. Charles; but 
it is ever my principle, when I trouble a 
friend at all, to make it as light as poſſible. 
I may probably be deſire d by Miſs B---#'s 
or her guardian, to ſtay all night; nay, 
it may be longer too; then think you, 
that one ſervant and horſe, which are 
neceſſary, will not be more agreeable to 
them, than double the number, which 
are unneceſſary? I always love to ſtudy 
my friends intereſt, as well as my own in 
theſe caſes, added he. 
This paſſed current with the old gen- 
:tleman, at the firſt puſh; for he com- 


mended his ſon's conſideration, and 


declared him te have judged prudently: 
ſo that all things being agreed, when Mr. 
Cbarles had dreiſed himſelf in the morning, 
he purpoſely left his ſnuff box upon his 


.chamber table, and taking horſe, 'on 
.marched he and his man, till arriving at a. 
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ſpot that he imagined for his purpoſe; he 


put himſelf into a great fluſter, turning 
his cloaths backward and forward, till 


at length, Tom, ſaid he, how came 110 


be ſo bewitched as to leave my ſnuff box 
behind me? and was juſt about giving him 


orders to ride back for it; when the fellow. 


trotting up, pu it into his hand, telling 
him, that when he went up for the port- 
manteau, obſerving it to lie upon his table, 
he had put it in bis pocket, and thought 
to have given it him ſooner. 

Poor Mr. Charles, who had ſchemed 
in his mind, how the whole plan was to 
be executed, as new ſo. confoundedly 
daſhed, ar this over diligence of his ſervant, 


as neither to know how to proceed, or | 


what to reply to him; till by the meereſt 
accident in the world, and — he ima» 
gined his whole project had been defeated; 
as he was taking a pinch. to help reflexion, 
his horſe giving a jerk with his head; 
toſſed the box out of his hand upon the 

round; when the box by good luck. 
ro open, and the wind diſſipating the 

n the young '{quire gained 
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the faireſt advantage imaginable, for ſend- 


ing Tom home for a recruit. 
No ſooner was Tom's back turned, than 
he - bethought himſelf, how he might 
'beſt induce his father to believe he really 
had a tumble: for he being known for fo 
good an horſeman, and his horſe remark- 
able for his gentleneſs, and ſurefootedneſs; 
ſhoald his horſe have no blemiſh on his 
knees, how could he have fallen with 
him, ſo as to have thrown him off? and 
then, if he fell forwards with the horſe, 
he might be ſuppoſed to have broke his 
neck, or at leaſt his collar bone; ; but 
how ſhould his hip be affected? 
Upon theſe conſiderations, Mr. Chile; 
alighting, refolved 'to attempt another 
game; ſo that looſening his ſaddle till he 
eould juſt turn it round his horſe, from the 
— -4ol his belly, he there left it, before 
he turned the creature up; when he 
thought he could charge the blame of his 
— upon his man's careleſſneſs, 
rather than to the crime of his horſe: fot 
this, being a very great favourite, ſhould 
as charge his accident to him, he was 
doubtful, | 


10% 
doubtful, whether his father would ever 
mit him to croſs him more. 
This being fixed upon, he now fell o 
his back, and ſide that was intended to 
lamed, and thoroughly daubing himſelf 
on the ground, he recovered a'dry hillock, 
where he rooſted till Tom ſhould return; 
nor was this over long firſt : for the fellow 
having almoſt flown, bad he come but 
three minutes ſooner, | he might have 
found his maſter a ſound man; but fate 
ever favouring the conſtant, be had juſt 
ſeated himſelf in a moſt melancholy, and 
dejected poſture, with his head upon his 
knees, when he heard 7 om galloping full 
ſpeed up to him. | 2 LY 11S) O27 
The fellow was aſtoniſhed, at the ſight 
of his maſter, ſo near the place he had 
left him at, unborſed, an looking ſo 
deplorably; but was ſoon given to un- 
derſtand, that owing all to his careleſſneſs, 
he had received a fall, whereby it was a 
mercy he had not broken his neck, or 
Pan a his brains out. The poor fellow, 
proteſted he knew nothing he hadomitrted, 
which could have been prejudieial tohidn; 
-but defired to know how the accident had 
— 
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happened; when his maſter told him, 
that as Crop, (which name he had given 
to his horſe) was trotting ſoberly along, 
cloͤſe by the hedge ſide, a bird ruſtling 
in the hedge to eſcape, juſt at his ear, he 
gave a ſtart ſide ways, when the ſaddle 
being too ſlack ary turned round with 
him, and down he fell, but what was 
become of Crop; he ſaid, he knew not, 
or what he had done with the ſaddle. 

He hoped, he ſaid, that no bone was 
hroke; but that his hip was ſo painful to 


him, that he could ſtand no more than a 


child in the month, and delired him to 
beas expeditious as poſſible for the chariot, 
to carry him home in, it being impoſſible 
for him, in the miſery he ſuſtained, to 
ſet on horſeback. 

Ill news, being remarkable for the 
ſpecd of its flight, Tom was ſcarce half the 
time getting home, as before on his firſt 
trip; but he paſſed through ſo many ex- 
aminations when he came there, that he 
almoſt deſpaĩred of returning to bis maſter, 
The chariot vas ready quick as thought, and 
Mt. C-4. -f himſelf would go in it, whilſt 
3 ſervant was diſpatched by a dif- 


ferent 
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ferent rout for a ſurgeon, and two or 
three fellows ordered up behind the 
chariot, to be aſſiſtant in Hing him in. 

His father jumped out of the vehicle at 
Go ht of N Charles! ſaid he, my dear, 
hs do you find yourſelf? when — young 
gentleman, with ſhaken head, and de- 
jected brow, replied, O! fir, very bad; 
vaſtly full of anguiſh. Where is thy 
hurt child? ſaid his father. He pointed 
to it, but ſpoke not, through the accute- 
neſs of his pain. Is there any thing broke? 
ſaid his father. He ſhook his head again, 
and clapped it on his knees; which made 
his father ten times more impatient, than 
an whole ſermon on the part affected. 
Can you rife or ſtand? ſaid Mr. Cd. -t. 
His head was ſhook again. Can we re- 
move you into the chariot? added he, 
to which Charles replied, but by lifting 
up his hand, and clapping it down again; 
till the old man was almoſt wild; for 
knowing how he felt himſelf, and on 
the misfortune happened. | 

He ordered the fellows, ed. R | 
gently to raiſe him, and if poſſible, place 
him | in the chariot ; but no ſooner began 


1 * they 
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they to lift him, than he groaned fo, as 
piercing the old man's heart, he ordered 
them to ſet: him down gage 
He then ſent away for a cart, to be 
well bottomed with ſtraw, to lay his ſon 
upon, as the eaſieſt poſture for conveying 
him; but Mr. Charles begg'd them to 
make another offer, at lifting him to the 
chariot, and at the ſecond effort he gained 
the paſs, and with much ado was ſeated ; 
then his father placing himſelf by him, to 
ſupport him, they crept along home, as 
at ſome ſolemn funeral? the youngſter, 
not omitting ſuch ſighs, oh's, and groans, 
occaſionally by the way, as he deemed to 
be neceſſary for his purpoſe. 

The ſurgeon being arrived before them, 
they now entered upon an examination 
of facts: for having ſtripped him, and 
hid him on his bed, the ſurgeon mum- 
bled about the affected part, without 
diſcovering the leaſt fracture; but poſſibly 
there might be a diſlocation, he faid, 
though under ſuch an envelopement of 
fleſh, it might be very difficult to find 
The 
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Ihe old gentleman, had been peering 
into his ſons bgecch for a conſiderable time, 
when the remark he made was; that there 
ſeemed to him to be nodiſcoloui ing, as if the 
part had been ſo violently bruiſed as he ex- 


ed, there muſt have been; which 


judicious note of the father, caſt Charles 
at once into a cold ſweat, leaſt that very 
thing, would have diſcovered him for an 
impoſter; but the ſurgeon, too well ap- 
prized, that from no diſorder, his gain 
could amount but to a trifle, replied, that 
the hurt might be ſo much the more dan- 
gerous, as the outward tokens were the 
leſs expreſſive; for that a diſlacation 
came ſo ſuddenly, and fo ſurpriſingly, 
as frequently, to require little more force 
than a jerk or twiſt, and that he feared 
this the more from the parts carrying ſo 
fair an outward appearance; which gave 
Mr. Charles ſome heart again. | 

As nothing, however, was to be ſeen; 
ſo any thing, and every thing was tobe 
guarded againſt: for our operator aſſured 
Mr. C--4--t, that wherever there was 
pain, there was danger: ſo that he firſt 
Ar '_ ordered 
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ordered in an embrocation to be applied 
thriee a day, then a vaſt' Fer 
the paris warm. He let him blood u 
the ſpot, by way of precaution, a 175 
ſoon as he ſhould be capable of Kren 
his foot upon the ground, he hoped to be 
able to form ſome judgment, whether 
auy part was diſlocated or not, he ſaid; 
but Mr. Cbarles having ſuffered ſo much 
by his bed before, he begg'd hard for 
confinement to his chair only, which with 
no little difficulty, he obtained. 
WT Hr, never made a turn to the 
lad, bat he called in at his return, to in- 
form his good friend of his progress, 
which advancing to his wiſh, ſtill kept up 
Mr. Charl/es's ſpirits; though no time 
ever paſſed ſo fluggichly, as the few weeks 
till Miſs B----1's came at age; but now, 


a few days only being wanting, her guar- 
dian came over to Mr. C--4d--? with the 


writings, in order to his carrying back the 


mortgage money with him, that he might 
not only deliver her in Her accounts, and 
ſecurities, on the very day, but alſo pay 
her the whole ballance of the mbaeys, re- 


maining in ſpecie in his hands. 
55121 5.0 The 
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The deeds being executed, and the 


money paid, the mortgager demanded of 


Mr. C--4--t, how the young gentleman 
his fon did? to which Mr. Cd t re- 
plied, but very indifferent: for that. in 


attempting a journey to Miſs B----z's, 


he received a fall from his horſe, which 
had confined him to his chamber for 


ſome weeks; nor could he ſay, that he 
believed he would ever have the right 


uſe of his left leg any more. | 
The mortgager replied, that he ſeemed 


to be pretty well the laſt week, when he 


ſaw him alight from his horſe in his 
yard, as he was upon paying his reſpects 
to Miſs; and though indeed, they were 
not near enough to each other to converſe, 
yet they capped each to the other. 
You ſuiprize me exceedingly, ſaid Mr, 
C--d--t: for it could never be my ſon, 
he has aimed but twice at the trip; the 
firſt of which times, a great cold pre- 
vented it, and the ſecond, this unlucky 
fall I have mentioned to you ; but pray, 
- aſked he, how came you to conceive it 


ſhould be my ſon who had been there. 
F The 
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The mortgager replied, that he had 
never miſſed a week, but he had paid his 
compliments to Miſs, ever ſince Mr. 
C--4--t had left him. That indeed, he 
had ſeldom ſeen him ſince the firſt viſit, 
when he had aſked his leave for waiting 
upon that lady, which he gave him, ima- 
gining him to be the young Mr, C--d--f, 
whom he had promiſed to ſend for that 
purpoſe. 

Mr. C--d--f, taking himſelf to have 
ſome concern in point of intereſt, in the 
affair, deſired a deſcription of the gentle- 
man, and whether he paſſed for his ſon? 
or went by his name ? but the mortgager 
replied, that he never inquired. into his 
name, taking it for granted to be young 
Mr. C--d--f. As to his perſon, he de- 
ſcribed it, and to his beſt recollection, 
he mentioned ſomewhat of the name of 
C--4--t, but vowed, he could not fay to 
what purpoſe; only this he knew, that 
he was ſo far poſſeſſed with the notion 
of his being young Mr. C--4--f, that he 
ordered him to be admitted to Miſs, both 
then, and at all future viſits; but added, 
that Miſs and he having had a little tiff 
ſome 
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ſome time ago; about ſomewhat that he 
had reſtrained her in, ſhe had ever fince 
behaved with more reſerve towards him ; 
ſo that what progreſs the young gentle- 
man, (whoever he was) might have 
made in his amour, he could not ſay; but 
ſuppoſed, that as ſoon as ſhe was releaſed 
from his care, it would be publickly 
known enough. 


All this going quite againſt Mr, C--4--f, 


vexed him exceedingly, as ſcarce ſuch an 


opportunity might happen again in an 
age, of a lady of ſo vaſt a fortune, and 
her guardian a friend to his deſign too. 
He begg'd the mortgager, if poſſible, 
to protract the ſettlement of the lady's 
affections upon this ſtranger, at leaſt till 
ſhe had ſeen his ſon ; but he replied, that 
his intereſt in her was ſo impaired, that ſhe 
had already accommodated herſelf with 
lodgings, upon quitting his houſe, which 
ſhe would do on the morrow of his return ; 
for then he ſhould ballance accounts with 
her. 
Mr. C--d--t, for a knowing one, had 
never been ſo bit in his life, his diſappoint- 
ment was 1o great, that no ſooner was 
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the mortgagers back turned, than he 
ſwore at one ſervant, kicked another, and 
curſed a third; for that nothing could be 
done to pleaſe him; but he ſtormed 
outrageouſly at his ſon, and but for his 
lameneſs, would probably have handled 
him very ſeverely, infiſting, that all this 
contradiction to his deſires had happened, 
meerly, from the oppoſition he had uſed 
to his will. A blockhead! he faid, to 
ptetend to more ſenſe than his father, 
had he but ſhewn ſuch an inclination to 
obedience, as at firſt he ought, without 
producing his own idle ſcruples, and 
fancies, the job had been done at once; 
but he might be certain, ſuch a prize 
would not long ſtick on hand, without 
retenders to it. 2 
O! what a dull, ſtupid fellow was he, 
himſelf, he ſaid, not to ſend his ſon poſt, 
the very day after his return; but it would 
ever prove ſo, he ſaid, when people took 
not time by the fore- lock, but ſtood 
Shall 1? Shall J? till the benefit ſlipt 
through their fingers. | 
He would give half his eſtate, to know 

who this youngſter was, he ſaid, that had 
made 


(117 ] 
made uſe of his name in the affair; and 
oh! that he might but have gained the 
lady's conſent by that name, and have im- 
poſed himſelf for his ſon upon her, how 
rejoiced ſhould he be? but he would 
ſearch it to the bottom, he ſaid, and poſ- 
ſibly, it might till turn out better than 
he expected: for if this was the caſe, he 
would ſo handle him, as poſſibly to recover 
beſt part of the fortune againſt him in 
damages, and then his ſon might have a 
chance for another as good fortune as ſhe, 
beſides. 

Thus, daily raved Mr. C-d. -f, Mr. 
. Charles growing better; till in about three 
weeks after the mortgager had left him, 
he heard that Mr, H--r--s was married, 
and had brought his bride home; for Mr. 
Charles had heen kept wholly in ignorance 
of Mr. H--r--s's proceedings; ever ſince 
ſigning of the mortgage; dreading that 
his father ſhould know, of his keeping 
any correſpondence with him, ſince the 
breaking out of the courtſhip of Miſs; 
but now the marriage was over, Mr. 


Charles ſent him his compliments, and his 
1 father 
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father went to ſee him, as did all the 
gentry in the neighbourhood. 

Surely! if confuſion is legible in the 
countenance, the whole company preſent, 
muſt have remarked it in Mr. C--d--z's 
face, upon his firſt entering the room to 
the new married couple: for no ſooner 
had he reconnoitred the bride to be the 
very Miſs B----z's whom hg had appro- 
priated to his family, than indignation 
fluſhing from his eyes, had well nigh pre- 
vailed for drawing his ſword upon the 
bridegroom; nor could any thing have 
prevented it, but a collection of his whole 
' neighbourhood, before whom, he choſe 
not to expoſe himſelf, He made but a 
vety ſhort vifit, being ready to burſt with 


tage; fo that a few minutes toleration, 


of the ſhocking ſpectacle he had beheld, 
ſent lim home again; but in ſuch a tem- 
per, as the whole art of man could not 
appeaſe, till he had wrote the following 
letter to Mr. H-. -, and ſent it away 
directly by his ſervant, 


To 


1055 | 
EDwARD C--D--T Ey. 
To HENRY B- - -N's, Ei. 


TE muſt be ſomewhat ei * more, or 
leſs than a man, who can tamely be- 
bold himſelf made the dupe, and bubble is 
any man, without teſtifying his reſentment, 
by a demand, at leaſt, of a proper repa- 
ration to bis injured honour, 
This fir, I have ſeen exemplified in you, 


who under the umbrage of my name, have 


| paved your way to @ lady, 1 had de efugned 


for my ſon. 


The mean artifice that gained you ad- 
mittance to ber, affetts my charatter, as 
my name Was concerned therein; nor will - 
1 live a daily . 1 of the man, who 
has thus abuſe without ample fatiſ: 


faction N, me; wt that it may be in 


a gentleman-like way only, I defire you 
will meet me in HoBRY's GROVE, fo- 
morrow, by peep of day; where with my 


ſword, and a brace E. piſtols, you all. not 


Fail to find, 


The injured 
E. C--D--T; 
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Myr. H--r--s diſdains the Challenge. His 
Company meet to make it up. Diſcover 
his Uneafineſs. Compoſe the Difference. 
Mr. Charles ſafe and ſound again. Iris 
is breeding, Fatal Conſequence of a 
Miſunderſtanding. Mrs. E-d-c-b ſcolds 

them into good Humour. 


HIS letter was delivered to Mr. 
H--r--s, before his company had 
left him: for which reaſon, and for the 
oddity of it, begging his lady not to be 
frightened,, he read it aloud to them. 
My good friends! ſaid he, as to all 
this letter, ſave a few words of it, what 
can it teftify more, than the diſtempered 
workings of a diſappointed brain-; but as 
to theſe words, which are all that affect 
me; I muſt endeavour, in your opinions, 
tO 


12. 

to clear myſelf from any fallacious im- 
putation. | | 

Mr. C.-d.-t charges me with the uſe 
of his name, in gaining admittance to this 
lady, now my wife; but I judge you all 
gentlemen, whether the uſe I made 
thereof, I abuſed it, or his character. 
I had an inclination for paying my ad- 
drefles to that lady; but was unknown in 
her neighbourhood, I knew that Mr. 
C--d--t had been for ſome days with her 
guardian upon bufineſs, and becauſe I 
would not ſeem underhandedly to intrude 
myſelf upon that gentleman's care, I firſt 
applied myſelf to him for leave; and that 
he might not ſuſpect me for a man not 
known, and of no ſettled habitation, I 
told him, I was a near neighbour of Mr. 
C- -d. -t, to whom he was known. 

Now candidly, favour me with your 
opinions, gentlemen, added he, how far 


I have injured this raſh man, his name 


or character? am I in a matter of this 
nature, to run about with my tale, and 
aſk every man in the county, whether he 
has aught to object againſt my endeavours, 
for making ſuch a lady my wife? 
F 5 ; As 
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As to Mr. C--4--?'s challenge, conti- 
nued he, I contemn it : his ſon is my 
ular friend, wherefore I ſhould be 
loath to injure his father, Let him take 
his walk if he pleaſes, with his ſword and 
piſtols; the cool of the morning may be 
falatary to his brain ; but he muſt excuſe 
my attendance there, it being before my 
time of riſing; nor can I ſee, why I am 
to be called forth, to put my life at ſtakes 
_ againſt a madman, who raves through 
diſappointment; I finding no cauſe in my 
own breaſt, for equal fury; but let him 
impoſe upon me at any caſual meeting, no 
man ſhall find me backward, in meaſuring 
the length of my ſword with him. 

All gentlemen preſent agreed, that if 
Mr. H--r--s had made no other uſe of 
Mr. C--4--t's name, than what he had 
mentioned, Mr. C—d—? was highly to 
blame for his behaviour; but commended 
Mr. M--r--s very much, for not purpo- 
ſing to anſwer his viſitation, However, 


they faid, as ſuch a thing between two 
neighbouring family's, who had ever pre- 


ſerved a good harmony together, was 
| | abhorrent 
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abhorrent, and would needs be of perni- 
cious conſequence, in caſe they were-not 
reconciled to each other; they would all 
meet, and appear at the time and place 
appointed, in order to quiet Mr, C--4--t's 
fury, and to faciliate a perfect friendſhip 
between them again ; and with this yiew, 
they parted. * 

Mr. C--d--t's man returning, ſo ſoon as 
he had delivered the letter, without wait- 
ing for an anſwer; his maſter could have 
ſtruck him for the omiſſion; but however, 
as a man of honour would not fail to 
ſend one, he waited beſt part of the eve- 
ning, in momentary expectation of it. 
None at length arriving, he took it for 
granted, that Mr, H—r—s would keep 
to his appointment, and therefore, having 
examined ſeveral ſwords he had by him, 
and pitched” upon one for his turn, he 
then ordered ſeveral pair, both of his own, 
and his ſervants piſtols before him ; from 
whence, having choſen one pair, he gave 
orders for their being exquiſitely cleaned, 
and examined, that no manner of defect 


might remain in them, and then, he 


loaded them himſelf, and laid: them by. 
1 F 6 This 
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This, occaſioned abundant matter for 
ſpeculation to Mr. C4 's family; and 
at length, by the means of Tom, reached 
his ſon's ears, who not being able to gueſs 
at the meaning thereof, became ſoon 
poſſeſſed of ſo many whims, and deluſive 
fancys, and cauſed him immence diſquiet ; 
but what were his conjectures in the mor- 
ning, when Tom approaching his chamber, 
aſſured him, that his old maſter was u 
ſome hours before day, and that juſt by 
break of day, he walked out in his cloak; 
but that he took no ſervant with him, 
neither knew any of them whereto he 
was gone. tn bh 
_ .' Matters were not yet ripe enough for 
Mr. Charles to walk without limping ; 


nor had he been further than a little about 


the houſe yet; though he was moſt im- 
atient for mending as faſt as poſſible : 
— upon hearing of this excurſion 
of his father, had he but known which 
way to have taken, he had certainly 
trained a point to have purſued him: for 
that he was perſuaded, he mult have gone 
upon ſome pernicious practice or 9 
| I 
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The gentlemen who had appointed to 
meet Mr. C—d—t in Hobby Grove, all 
met early at the houſe of one of them, 
who lived neareſt to that place, and from 
thence, ſeparating, they deſigned to come 
upon the deſperadoe, one by one, and 
not all together, leaſt upon view of ſuch 
a body of them, the champion ſhould 
have retreated from them: ſo that one of 
them meeting him near to the place of 
action, he kept him in diſcourſe, upon 
the beauty of the morning, his buſineſs 
out ſo early, and other luch topicks, till 
they were joined by another, and at length, 
by a third, and ſo on, to the number of 
eleven of them; and then, as being ac- 
—_— met, they purpoſed walking to 
place about two miles off, where one 
of them faid he had ſome caſe, and defired 
. 4—7 to walk with them. 


% 


They could readily perceive themſelves 
to. be no welcome companions to him ; 

nor expected they leſs than that he would 
refuſe to join them, as indeed he did, 

upon pretence of an obligation he was 

under, of waiting for one who was that 

| morning 
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morning to meet him there ; when till 
they urging, and he declining, one word 


brought on another, till the whole murder 


came out, that Mr. H--r--s had ſo-groſly 
abuſed him, under colour of his name, 
and as he believed, pretending to be his 
ſon too, as to make courtſhip to, and ſe- 
duce a young lady, about whom he had 
been in treaty with her guardian, for his 
ſon, and had gained his promiſe, for in- 
troducing his boy, and ſerving him -all 
that he could in the affair. Nay, that fo 
artificially had Mr. H--r--s , behaved in 
the affair, that after ſeveral viſits to her 
at her guardian“ s houſe, her guardian him- 
ſelf, knew. not till the very day before 
ſhe left his family, that Mr. H--r--s had 
been any other all. the while than his ſon. 
Whether the lady herſelf. was ever unde- 
ceived before the marriage with him, or 


+ whether he married her under the name 
of C--d--t,. or by his o-wn of H--r--s, * 


was what he could not yet determine; but 
however, as he had by. ſtratagem, and 
difingenioully tricked. his, fon out of his 
"miſtreſs, under falſe colourings and pre- 
tences 3. 'and thoſe. under the ſcandalous 


aſſumption. 
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aſſumption of his name, intereſt and 
character; he thought himſelf well in- 
titled to repairation, not only for the 
blemiſh upon his name, but to the injury 
he had done to his family, in ſeducing 
away a young lady, deſigned for his fon 
Charles; ſo that if he was poſſeſſor of 
the leaſt remaining ſpark of honour, he 
ſaid, he would not fail offering it to him, 
in that ſpot to which he had invited 
him. 

His neighbours told "Tay that he would 
do well to be better adviſed before he 
ſhould involve himſelf in ſuch a raſh-eg- 
terprize; wherein, whoever of them 
ſhould fall, would be far more. happy 
than the wretch who ſhould ſurvive him; 
as he could have nothing further in ex- 

pectation from the moment that his 
paſſion ſhould abate, than perpetual an- 
guiſh, and miſerable reflection, for the 
whole courſe of his life afterwards, 1 
Now Mr. C--d--f, ſaid one of them, 
q let me preſume, that the charge you have 
loaded Mr. H--7--s with, ſhould prove 
otherwiſe than you have related it; and 
inſtead of the leaſt criminal imputation 
upon 


[ 128 ] 


upon Mr. H--7--s, you ſhould, after you 
hall have murdered him, be thoroughly 
convinced, that in the whole tranſlation 
of his courtſhip, he had done nothing but 
with the ſticteſt honour, and what your- 
ſelf, or any one of us would have done in 


his circumſtances; ſhould you, I fay, in 

this cafe, though you ſhould eſcape the 
finger of the law, ever enjoy an eaſy 
moment in your own breaſt, for the whole 
of your ſucceeding life? 

Mr. C--4d--?, admitted that to be true; 
but added, that he was poſitive of the 
truth of all that he had urged, from every 
circumftance of things, as the lady's 
guardian had related them to him: for 
had he not, he ſaid, he ſhould have been 
the laſt man living, to have commenced 
hoſtilitys, againſt any. family for which 
de had equal eſteem with Mr. H--r--S's. 
Are you ſure, ſir, ſaid another of the 
gentlemen, that Mr. H- -s went by 
your name in the lady's family, and was 

erally called, and known therein by 
herſelf, and others, by that and no other 
name? He would not take upon himſelf 
to be poſitive as to that, he ſaid, having 
never 


129 1 | 

never been in the family himſelf, ſince 
Mr. H—r—s. had viſited there; but he 
could aſſure them, that her guardian, to 
whom Mr. H—r—s firſt applied for his 
conſent to viſit her, aſſured him, he had 
from his firſt arrival, till the moment of 
his undeceiving him the other day, all 
along believed him to be his ſon, which 
could not have happened, in caſe Mr. 
H—x—s had not at firſt declared himſelf 

ſo to have been. | 
Would you, my friend, ſaid another 
of the gentlemen, either riſque your own, 
or take away another man's life, upon a 
bare preſumption of the truth, of what 
may as well be falſe; for aught you know, 
abſolutely to the contrary? No, 1 take 
my friend Cat, for clearly another 
man; then let me adviſe you, added he, 
before you proceed in this affair, to ſee 
what juſtifiable grounds you have to go 
upon: for if ſuch appear, who can con- 
demn you? but if you yourſelf are deceiv- 
ed, and the right proves againſt you; 
common nature demands it from every 
man, that he rejoyces in your ſufferings. 
We ſhall all take your part, ſhould you 
2910 prove 
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in the right, but otherwiſe, we 
muſt all forſake you; If therefore, you 
ſuſpe& yourſelf injured, let one of us, 
difintereſted perſons, ' with ſuch querys as 

you ſee fit to pen down, attend the lady's 
guardian for his anſwer, or any other 
perſon you ſhall nominate ; from whence, 
all mankind may judge of the juſtice of 

your reſentment, and — or dondemn 

you for your proceedings. 
Mr. C-d.-t ſeeming to aequieſe with 
what had been faid to him, grew much 
cooler than before ; till at length, though 
He had delivered up his weapons to one 
of his friends, he ſeemed to wonder, that 
he had not ſeen Mr. H--r--s yet. Anfwer 
was now made him, that few gentlemen 
before the wain of the honey moon, choſe 
to quit a warm bed for a duel, ſo early in 
the morning; and they all then aſſured 
him, that his letter arriving whilſt they 
were at Mr. H--r--js, they had deſired 
him to abſent himſelf, hilft they would 
endeavour to appeaſe his antagoniſt ; for 
which, Mr. C--d--t himſelf, now he had 
recovered from his frenzy, thanking them 
all, invited them home with him to 
breakfaſt ; 
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breakfaſt ; but conjured them to be ſilent, 
as to the matter that had collected them; 
nor could there that thing in life be fur- 
ther wanting to his tranquility, he faid, 
than Mr, H--r--s's company with them ; 
for he acknowledged, that the warmth 
of his diſappointment, relative to his fon, 
had hurried him, he believed, beyond the 
natural, and true ſtate of the caſe. 80 
that he would give none of them more 
trouble about it, than to introduce him 
to Mr. I--r--s for pardon. This they all 
engaged for, whenever he pleaſed, and 
afterwards did ſo, and compoſed the dif- 
terence between them, y 
Mr. Charles had nothing now to do, 
but to recover from his lameneſs as ſpeedily 
as the nature of the thing would bear; 
nor indeed, did ever ſo malignant a diſ- 
order take a more ſurpriſing turn, as the 
ſurgeon who ſtill attended him avouched, 
than this of Mr. Charles s, from the time 
of his friend He's nuptials. Inſomuch, 
that this gentleman of the faculty, aſhamed 
of a longer attendance upon him, pro- 
nounced him now as ſtrong as ever, which 
he aſſured his father, when he a 

im 
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bim with his bill of fifty guineas, he 

never might have been, but for ſome pe- 
culiar noſtrumes of his own, not reduce- 

able to ordinary practice; but be that as 
it would, the old gentleman joyfully 
paid the money upon ſight of a ſound ſon 

again. n 

After ſo long and tedious an abſence, 
Mr. Charles's firſt compliments to his 
beloved Iris, replaced him in the heaven, 

he had ſo often bemoaned his removal 
from; but now all the paſt time ſeemed 
utterly forgotten, being abſorped in his 
preſent enjoyments. 

They clung to each other like lime 
twigs, ſcarce to be disjoyned intire; each 
ſtill retaining particles of other, as impa- 
tient of a total ſeparation; and now it 
was, that his deareſt Iris firſt declared to 
him the condition ſhe found herſelf in; 
for that the verily believed herſelf to be 
breeding. 

Alaſs what is it, that ſome people 
would not give for a deſcendant from their 
.own bodies? no price would be too ample, 

no pain inſufferable to them, for the 
bleſſing; whilſt others, from numberleſs 

| conſiderations, 
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conſiderations, as a. diſcovery of the com- 
merce they have been engaged in to the 
world; a diſtruſt of means for its main- 
tainance; and in the caſe before us, the 
conſervation of it from their parents notice, 
{truck the greateſt terror into their minds 
imaginable ; nor is it to be believed, under 
the delights each was capable of admi- 
niſtring to the other, that either of them 
had ever once thought of, what their 
mutual intercourſe might naturally be 
productive of. 

Iris's caſe, could as yet be but young; 
ſhe had never been in that way before, 
ſhe ſaid; therefore poſſibly might be 
miſtaken : for ſeeing her huſband a little 
cowed upon her firſt notice of it to him, 
ſhe was deſirous of not ſinking him all at 
once, but hoped to revivity him again, by 
the uncertainty ſhe ſeemed under, 

He aſked her whether ſhe had conſult- 
ed with her aunt upon the head, and how 
| ſhe had adviſed her to behave under it? 
Iris replied, that ſhe had not: for it being 
but her own conjecture, ſhe determined 
to expoſe it to no body, till ſhe had been 
bleſſed with a 9 of him. As for his 


Part 
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part, -he replied, he knew naught of the 
matter, nor indeed, how ſhe could proceed 
with her burden, when it ſhould become 
viſible to pub ick deſcernment; wherefore 
he ſhould imagine, he ſaid, that the moſt 
prudent ſtep ſhe could take would be to 
diſcourſe her caſe over with her aunt, and 
ſhould ſhe be actually with child, to con- 
ſider in time, ſome means both of ſecret- 
ing her great belly, and of dropping her 
burden, where it might not be poſſibly 
diſcorered. 

The words were ſcarce out of his mouth, 
before Iris poured forth ſuch a deluge of 
tears, as almoſt diſtracted him; nor till 
the violence of the fit abated, could ſhe 
for ſobbing, and roaring, give him the 
leaſt ſatisfaction, to the multiplicity of 
his demands for the cauſe of i it; ſo that 
meerly by a ſort of ſympathy, becauſe 
ſhe cryed, the young *ſquires pipes ſtri- 
king into conſort with hers, there was 
ſuch an harmony obſerved betwixt them, 
as my dame who was irpning below, being 
ſurprized at, and fearing that paſſengers 
ſhould mW * the cauſe, ſhe ran up 

amongit 
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amongſt them, by her authority, to put 
an end to the uproar, FOR" 
My dames paſſion had never been ſo ex- 
aſperated againſt them before, as at this 1 
inſtant. What the devil ails you both! 1 
are you mad? ſaid ſhe, I ſhall have it 
believed that ſome murder is committing, 
and have my houſe ſearched preſently ; 
then what a fight will it be, to have you 
dragged hence by the populace, before 
your own father, as the next juſtice o'th* 
peace, for an aſſault upon my neice in 
her bed chamber: for that ſhe is com- 
pelling you, to cry out thus, will never 
be credited, and what will become of us 
all then. 11 
The moſt natural charge againſt yo 
will be, a rape, and what will be thought 
of me, ſor ſuffering you to come at her? 
I dread the conſequences! for many have 
rode by the window, and ſhocked at your 
cries, have ſtood ſtill a while, and ſo 
moved on again. What? I ſay, may be 
the conſequence, I know not, when they 
ſhall come into the town: for poſſibly, 
upon mentioning it there, we may _ | 
| e 
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the conſtable and his police upon us, be- 
fore we are are aware on't. 

_ Get up then both of you (for they 
were both upon the bed) a couple of 
meer children, to lie piping and howling 
for every trifle that happens to you; but 
pray Mr. Charles, what makes you roar 
thus? faid ſhe, (He ſeeming to recover 
himſelf firſt) I defire you will aſſign me 
a cauſe for it Mr. Charles being ſilent; 
what? ſaid the, another match is propoſed 
for you, 1 ſuppoſe ; is not that the caſe ? 
He replied no. What then? faid ſhe, 
ſtamping her toot, and looking furiouſly, 
tell me, I ſay, Mr. Charles replied, that 
truely he did not know himſelf yet. And 
would ever any man, faid ſhe, be ſuch 
an oaf, as to lie ſcreaming, and howling 
here, without either knowing why, or 
wherefore? He anſwered, that Iris cry'd 
ficſt, and would not tell him for what. 
80 chat by the ſame rule, may I too, 
faid ſhe ; for neither can you tell me what 
you bellow thus for, as I can hear. Come, 
come ; get you both off of the bed, added 
ſhe, and if any difficulty aſſaults you, / 
lay it before me; Tl extricate you, never 
fear 
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fear; but let me have none of theſe 
ſnivellings by you. BECAUSE IRIS 
CRIES, nor by her, BECAUSE CHARLY 
CRIES, | 

The old lady, having ſcolded herſelf at 
length into a tolerable good humour, and 
having by this time rouſed them both, 
fell to laughing heartily at them. O' my 
conſcience, ſaid ſhe, I never ſaw two 
more dolorous images in my life. If any 
one ſhould chance to come up and ſee you 
thus, what leſs would they conceive of 
me, than that I was a ſchool miſtreſs, and 
had been flogging you both for ſome miſ- 
demeanour ? this ſet the young ones alſo 
to laughing ; when ſhe drove them down 
before her, vowing they ſhould ſtay above 
no longer, by themſelves there, 
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kris relates the 5 tory. Mrs. E-d-c-b ſets 
it to rights. A Lover accoſts Iris. Is 
rejected Applies to ber couſen W---Il's. 
Sbe refuſes to hear him, He applies to 
Mr. C--d--t on falſe Suggeſtions, Come 
off with flying Colours, W Ils and 
M--1--n 2 to carry off Iris, 1s 
curious for reading Iris's Letter. 


HEN Mrs. E-d-c-b had gotten 
them below, ſhe was beginning 
again to inquire after the cauſe of thei: 
weeping ; but ſmelling an horrible ſtench 
burning, ſhe firſt looked out for the 
image, her iron might have done in her 

| ſence, and upon ſnatching it off from 
cambrick apron, ſhe had, in her haſte, 
anced to have left it upon, it had not 
only 
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only burnt its whole dimenſions through 
this, but alſo through a double blanket, 
and into the table beneath it; which ſet 
the old lady to raving again like a mad 
woman: for ſhe laid the whole blame 
upon them. _ 

The apron happening to belong to Vis, 
though the blanket was the old lady's, Mr. 
Charles dropping half a guinea into her 
hand, in fall compenſation for the damage, 
mother E-d-c-b compoſed herſelf, and 
ſquatting down by them again, began 
her inquiry into their ſo recent affliction. 

Iris, ready to blubber again, began 


upon the cruelty of her Charly's ſpeech to 


her ; but this he abſolutely denied, pro- 


| teſting, he would rather have ſtabbed 


himſelf to the heart, than have uttered a 
ſyllable to her that way tending; intreating 
her to repeat whatever he had ſaid to her, 
and let her aunt be the judge, if there was 
the leaſt harſhneſs in it, or not. 

Iris then beginning, dear aunt, faid 
ſhe, I fancy myſelf to be with child ; 
and was then about ſnivelling again. 
Looky' neice, ſaid mother E-d:c-b, if 
we are every three words, to ſpend a 

G 2 quarter 
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quarter of an hour at weeping altogether 
let us compute what you have to ſay, 
and reſerve our tears till evening, when 
my days work being over, I care not 
though I then paſs an hour or two with 
you at the exerciſe, with all my heart; 
but do you conlider my fire is burning to 
waſte, and my irons growing too hot for 
my ule? either tell me your tale without 
interruption, or I ſhall defire you to keep 
it to yourſelt. 
Mr. Charles begging her alſo to compoſe 
herſelf, whilſt ſhe had had her ſay out, 
ſhe proceeded : that fancying herſelf with 
child, ſhe had told her Charly ſo; and 

that he ſeeming greatly uneaſy at it, ſaid, 
ſhe muſt conſider both about concealing 
her great belly, and of dropping it ſome- 
where, where it might not poſſibly be 
diſcovered ; which was ſo unkind a ſpeech, 
ſhe ſaid, as ſhe never before heard from 
his lips: for could he imagine, that loving 
him ſo tenderly as ſhe did, ſhe could con- 
tribute to the making away with the dear 
little infant, which was not only his, but 


her own too. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Charles was ſo aſtoniſhed at het 
report, -that taking the old woman by the 
arm, dear Mrs, E-d-c-ù, ſaid he, what 
can my Iris have in her head? I never 
once thought of deſtroying the child, not 
I; or of any thing more than her lying 
in privately. 

believe you fir, ſaid ſhe, from my 
heart; but here's a pother about a little 
urchin, indeed. Let her go on with her 
great belly, and never trouble your heads 
about it. I'll take care for her lying in, 
according to your hearts defire, or blame 
me for it. I would not have a huſband 
ſo fond of me, or be ſo fond of him for 
the univerſe, you both ſeem, out of meer 
love and kindneſs, to ſtudy how to diſtreſs 
each other ; and was it not for my now 
and then ſetting you to rights, would 
grow craſy, with whims and chimera's. 

The intercourſe now being once more 
opened between them, they began to be 
moſt happy in it; till after a few weeks 
had paſſed in this manner, as Iris was 
returning from church one Sunday, a 
ſtrange young gentleman, whom ſhe had 
often obſerved eyeing her at church,. took 
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it into his head, after fervice was over, to 
ſpeak to her, and would wait upon her 
home to her aunts. He had before, upon 
fancying her at church, enquired who ſhe 
was, and had heard ſhe was the daughter 
of Mr. B. t, who had ſome time ago 
ſuffered in the fire that had happened in 
the town; ſo that he by the way, entered 
upon that ſubject, ſnewing abundance of 
compaſſion for her misfortune; but told 
her, that deſperate as her circumſtances 
might be rendered by that accident, he 
ſtill ſaw that perſonal worth in her, which 
might intitle her to command both him 
and his. He added, that he had a little 
eſtate of about three hundred a year, 
which was at her ſervice, if ſhe would 
pleaſe toclap him into the ſame ſeal, and 
incumber herſelf with both. 

Iris was reſtrained from acknowledging 
Her prior engagement, which might have 
diſpatched her admiror at once; fo that 
without being rude to a man who had 
ſo favourably expreſſed himſelf of her, ſhe 
had only the general topicks to proceed 
upon, which. for the moſt part mean no 
more, than to whet up the lovers appetite 

to 
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to a continuance' of his ſuit, by ſignifyinr 
it to be as yet too early, to declare he: 
real ſentiments ; ſuch as, ſhe was not in- 
clinable to alter her condition; a deſire 
that he would trouble himſelf no further 
about her, and others of the like ſtrain, 
which giving him no manner of concern, 
as being what he before expected, he ac- 
companied her quite home ; nor, though 
the homelineſs of her dwelling ſtruck 
a damp upon his eagerneſs, was it of 
force to reſtrain him from entring with 
her. = 
Mother E-d-c-b admired who it could 
be that her neice had brought home to 
her ; but judging he might be ſome old 
acquaintance of her's, ſeemed contented 
enough that he ſhould dine there, having 
a baked piece of mutton for dinner, that 
ſhe expected home preſently; but no 


ſooner was the appriſed of his errand, . that 
ſhe defired him to think no further of her 


neice, ſhe being already engaged; ſo far, 


as a courtſhip could proceed, before the 
ceremonial ſolemnity, 


This giving the young ſpark but little 


ſatisfaction, he vowed his affection was fo 


8 4 riveted 


[ 144 ] 


| fiveted to the young lady, as to be inſe- 


perable; fo long as the leaſt poſſibility 


ſubſiſted of making her his wiſe; and 


that as a total fruſtration of his views, 
would but prove the next preceding ſtep 
to his diſſolution; ſo it would be but in 
vain for him to attempt a quiet reſignation 
of ſuch charms to another, till they 
might be beyond poſſibility of becoming 
his property. He could not, he ſaid, 
engage for more than a temporary ab- 
ſence; but muſt be impelkd by his paſſion, 
to pay his addreſfles to her; however, he 


permitted their perſuaſions to avail for his 


departure for that time, when they hoped 
to be ſo well upon their guard for the 
future, as not to let him get further foot- 
ing in their habitation, and for ſome few 
days, always kept their door locked, leaſt 


he ſhould ruſh in upon them ; but hearing 


nothing more of him for three or four 
days, they ſuſpected him only for ſome 
chap, who was charmed with his own 
rhetorick, and that having once made his 
flouriſh to them, was vaniſh:d, and that 
they ſhould hear no more of him ; ſo that 

| falling 
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falling from their guard, they became 
whol:y careleſs, as to him. | 

How remiſs ſoever that the aunt and. 
neice were now grown, relative to this 
ſtranger ; he himſelf, had been making 
the beſt uſe of his time in his abſence ; 
for having found out a near relation of 
Mr. B—t—?'s in the town, who kept 
an inn, he informed him of the affection 
he had for his kinſwoman; and as her 
marriage' with him, would be of ſo be- 
neficial an aftair to her, in her ther 
indignant circumſtances, he intreated him 
to employ his good offices with her for 
becoming his bride, He further added, 
that if he could but prevail, for rendering 
his acceſs eaſy to her, he ſhould think 
himſelf. obliged in honour, to make him 
an handſome preſent for a pair of gloves, 
for himſelf and wife. 

The man was ſo delighted at the good 
fortune of his kinſwoman, as to make the 
beſt of his way to her directly, where he 
ſtated his errand, in hopes of meeting but 
with little difficulty, in obtaining her 
conſent for the gentleman's viſiting her ; 
but to his no ſmall ſurprize, he found 
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her all flirt, not to be mollified, by what- 
ever he could alledge in the gentleman's 
favour; whereupon, he applied to her aunt, 
little doubting, but her inſtructions, would 
move her neice to compliance, but ſo far 
averſe found he her, for admitting the 
lover, that then indeed, he ſhould con- 
ceive no leſs, than that her own refuſal 
muſt have proceeded from her aunts do- 
cuments ; however he thought propereſt 
to let it reſt for a day or two, till he 
ſhould have conſulted his wife on the 
affair. 

Upon converſing over the matter with 
her, they became both of opinion, that 
her aunt E-d- c- muſt have ſome private 
view in oppoſing this match; and as ſhe 
was but in low circumſtances, what more 
probable, they thought, than that ſhe 
purpoſed to make her market of the gir], 
by delivering her into the hands of ſome 
young fellow to debauch her, and make 
her a miſtreſs: for that ſo noble an offer, 
could never be plauſibly declined, by one 
that meant only to befriend her: for 
which reaſon, they came to a reſolution, 

ta 
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to get her out of ſuch miſchievous hands 


as thoſe of her aunt E-d-c-6b, if poſſible. 


When once people, from the fruitful 
invention of their brain, have formed to 
themſelves probabilities, in ſupport of _ 
ſome favourite fancy; the next ſtep for 
the moſt part is, to avouch for the truth 
of them, and to proceed in all future 
events, conſiſtent only with the truth 
they have avouched ; and even ſo it hap- 
pened in the caſe before us: for the inn- 
keeper and his wife, having frequently 
talked over their ſentiments by themſelves, 
which they had firſt aſcribed to Mrs. 
E-d-c-b, took them ſo far for granted at 
laſt, as to apply to a magiſtrate, for the 
removal of Iris from her aunt, who had 
engroſſed her to herſelf, in contradiction 
to the conſent of her beſt friends, in 
order to make a prey of her innocence, 
and virtue, | 

It was no hard matter to obtain a war- 
rant, for bringing both the delinquent 
and her neice before the magiſtrate, 
when who ſhould this be, but Mr: 
C—d—, el N 
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The poor lady and her aunt, were 
both exceedingly ſurprized at the ſight of 
a warrant againſt them; but the young 
one could not believe it could be for any 
thing elſe, than for her marriage with 
her deareſt Charly, and ſuſpected they 
were going to ſet it aſide again: fo that 
the horror ſhe conceived at the thing, 
threw her into a fit directly, which con- 
ſiderably protracted the time of her ap- 
pearance before his worſhip. 

She had no opportunity of unburdening 
her conjectures to her aunt, or ſhe might 
have received immediate conſolation in 
her diſtreſs, from her; but the officer 
ſtuck too cloſely to their ſkirts, to permit 
any privacy between them, till he had 
landed them fafe in his worſhip's hall. 

The innkeeper appeared here as in- 
former againſt the aunt, but as to the 
young woman, he ſaid, he had nothing 
particularly to alledge, but her refuſal 
of a man of fortune to her huſband, when 
herſelf was in the greateſt diſtreſs imagi- 
nable. What have I to do with that, 
ſaid his worſhip, is not every woman at 


liberty 
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liberty to marry, or not, as ſhe pleaſes? 
True! ſaid the informer ;” but I charge, 
that the aunt wants to make a profit of 
her virtue, by delivering her to ſome young 
fellow as his miſtreſs. 

His worſhip demanding his proof, he 
was not then prepared with it, he faid; 
but defired the young woman might' be 
committed to his care, inſtead of that of 
the aunt: for that he was not only a re- 
lation, but of far better circumſtances in 
life than her aunt, and more proper to 

have an eye over her conduct. 

HFis worſhip then aſking the young 
woman whether ever her aunt had put 
any queſtions to her, tending to the ſub- 
verſion of her morals? and which of the 
two ſhe ſhould rather paſs her time with, 
her aunt or the informer? Iris, with 
indignation rejecting him, and begging” 
leave for remaining with her aunt; the 
juſtice, after a ſharp reprimand of the 
inkeeper, for intermeddling in affairs no 
ways relating to him, and aſſuring him, 
that in his judgment, publick inns were 
but improper ſeminarys for the eſtabliſh- 
ment, and conſervation of young womens 

virtues, 
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virtues, he ſent Iris home with her aunt 
again, to the poor innkeepers no ſmall 
mortification ; but all gladneſs of heart to 
herſelf, though little did old -C—d—r 
imagine, he had his daughter-in-law 
before him, as a culprit that afternoon. 
Though this buſy fellow had been fo 
ſcandalouſly diſmiſſed by the magiſtrate ; 
yet could not he give over the chace, 
whilſt the ſcent of the perquiſite lay fo 
warm at his noſe: for the next time he 
faw Mr. -, (for ſo was the gen- 
tleman's name, as he told the innkeeper) 
he informed him of his whole proceedings, 
with this note of his own thereupon, thac 
it would be in vain to attempt making 
any thing of his kinſwoman, till the old 
woman was either taken out of her way, 
or ſhe removed from the old woman : for 
as to his kinſwoman, he ſaid, there never 
was a more traQible creature breathing 
than herſelf, ſecluded from ſo pernicious 
an adviſer | 
As a ſpark by the touch kidles tinder ; 
fo the leaſt hint thrown out to the impa- 
tient lover, ſets him upon the moſt pro- 
bable act, for ſecuring the favourite ſhe.. 
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The very word remove, produced the idea 
of a forcible taking; this, ruffainly aid, 
this and again, a chariot and four, for 
fear of a purſuit; but here he ſtopt, till 
having opened his mind to the publican, 


he had conſulted with him, the place to 


which he ſhould convey her, and the 
means of uniting them by marriage. | 

As for the place her mercenary kinſ- 
man reply'd, that he had a friend of the 
fame profeſſion with himſelf at D-n-c-t-r, 
who upon a previous line from him, would 
concur in any meaſures he ſhould recom- 


mend to him: ſo that he might be certain 


of being ſafe there ; but as to what parſon 
they ſhould procure to marry them, he 
acknowledged himſelf under no little em- 
barraſment, to provide him one for his 


purpoſe. 


Here the thing ſtuck, nor were they 
able to get over it at that ſitting; ſo that 
they were obliged to adjourn the debate 
till the next day, during which interval, 
each had engaged to ſtrain his wits to 
cracking, but he would come prepared 
with ſome ſeaſible expedient. 


Mr, 
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Mr. M=, had not all this while 
been unactive in his attempts, for pro- 
euring admiſſion to His at her aunts; nor 
had all theſe tranſactions happened without 
the privaty of Mr. Charles, who was al- 
moſt beſide himſelf, to think what they 
might at length be productive of. 

Mr. - had wrote ſeveral letters 
to her; but ſhe had always refuſed to 
receive them; with anſwers by the bearers, 
that ſhe would neither ever ſee him, or 
receive any letter from him; till at length, 
the man's patience — worn out, 
he having wrote another, purpoſed, if 
poſſible, to deliver it to her himſelf, in 


YZ caſe ſhe ſhould not admit him-to her con- 


verſation ; upon his being denied. this, he 
threw it into the chamber window, in. 
hopes of its falling into his charmers hands, 
unknown to her aunt: for both he, and 
Mr. Ils the innkeeper, little doubted 
prevailing with Iris, provided they could 
but apply to her, without the knowledge 


of her aunt, whom they eſteemed the 


chief obſtacle to their deſires. 
This 
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This letter falling into J1ris's hands 
firſt, her curioſity ſoon overcame her re- 
ſolutions, for never even informing herſelf, 
of what any of his letters contained; leaſt 
her virtue ſhould be ſubdued by his pro- 
miſes; for her aunt had ever preached to 
her, that ſhe who would avoid temptation, 
muſt never caſt herſelf into the way of it; 
not one of us, ſhe alledged, being able to 
anſwer for the conſequences of a well- 
apply d deluſion. 

She found it to be directed to her, by 
her maiden name, and then obſerving that 
it was not ſealed; what inconvenience 
could it be, ſhe thought, to peruſe it? 
her inclination was too averſe from its 
author, to ſuffer its contents ta have any 
effect upon her, and her love already ſo 
irremoveably placed upon Mr. Charles, as 
to be unalterable, She was certain, how 
real ſoever the ſentiments. it contained 
were, that ſtill it muſt abound with her 
commendations ; when ſelf love, and the 
pleaſure of flattery, induced her to begin 
to unfold it. 

Her aunts inſtructions then darting into 


her mind, ſhe cloſed it again; but under 
_ 
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ſuch uneaſineſs, and reſtleſſneſs, as ſhe 
could ſcarce endure; however, ſhe car- 
ried it down to her aunt, and having made 
her promiſe, to comply with one thing 
that ſhe ſhould requeſt of her, ſhe pro- 
poſed the epiſtle, deſiring her firſt to 
peruſe it, and if its contents were not too 
groſs for her ear, then to read it over 
aloud to her; aſſuring her at the ſame 
time, that ſhe had not ſeen its inſide; 
but confeſſed, how pleaſed ſhe ſhould be, 
juſt to know what the fellow could ſay 
of her. : 

Mrs. E-d-c-b would immediately have 
caſt it in the fire, as ſome others had 
been ſerved, which had fallen into her 
hands bofore; but Vis inſiſting upon 
her promiſe, at length was gratified by 
the old lady; who finding nothing, as ſhe 
judged, prejudicial to her neice in it, after 
ſome little advice beſtowed, relative to 
the impreffion ſuch pieces frequently made 
upon the moſt reſerved virtue, went thro' 
with it to her, | 
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M—ſ—n's Letter. Iris's Opinion thereon. 
The Aunts Sentiments thereon, ſhewn to 
My. Charles. Iris carried off, Mrs. 
E-d-c-b finds out their Rout, Reveals 
it to Mr. Charles, Set out 10 D-n-c-t-r, 
Arrive there. 


THOU MOST ADORABLE OF FHY SEX 
THE MOST EXQUISITE WORK OF | 
THE CREATION, WE 


HY EET need I ſay that ] love, and 
that I eſteem you ſo? my words, my 


looks, my every act, have already reftified 

that 7 regard Miſs B-T—T, ſuperior to 

the whole earths ſoveretgnty.- 

My then? deareſt lady, ſhould you thus 

barbarouſly fly from the man, who only 
ſeeks 
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feeks to rank you among ft the happieſt of 
women? nay, who till you are ſo, and 
tbrougb bis means too, muſt ſtile himſelf the 
moſt miſerable. | 

Altach not yourſelf, dear lady, to the 
deſtruct ive principles of a deſigning woman 
for ſuch, aſſure yourſelf, are thoſe of Mrs. 

E-p-c-B ; but judging for yourſelf, aſſume 
the liberty to diſpoſe yourſelf to the moſt 
indulgent of men, and greateſt admirer of 
your perſon, and virtues, 


bt M—s—xN * 


P. S. A line from your window at ſeven 
to- morrou night, I ſball hope for 
and attend, 


This Letter the old lady read to her, 
and then demanded her opinion of it ; 
when Iris told her, ſhe pitied the writer 
with all her heart: for it could be no 
pleaſure to her, ſhe ſaid, to occaſion 
anothers pain. Theſe are the very ſen- 
timents, ſaid her aunt, that contribute 
to the debauching one half of our ſex ; 
nothing unlocks the heart ſo much as 
pity, which can the men but once _ 

om 
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from you, the fort is won, and all that 
you can after grant them, 1s but in con- 
ſequence of this ſame fooliſh pity. 

Indeed! ſaid Iris, were I a maiden you 
might blame me for it; but as a wife, you 
never can conceive I ſhould make other 
conſeſſion, than by my pity, I know 
not that, ſaid her aunt, the alms is idly 
beſtowed, that is not preceded by com- 
miſeration : what then can be the con- 
ſequent to this, but our conceſſion, in 
order to render the wretched happy. 

I wiſh you had not ſeen this letter, I'll 
aſſure you, neice, ſaid her aunt, I muſt 
condemn myſelf for reading it to you, 
ſince you make ſo wrong an application 
of it. 

Iris was about to have anſwered, when 
Mr. Charles rapping at the door, prevented 
her: for leaſt it ſhould be Mr. M=, 
her aunt drove her up ſtairs, whilſt ſhe 
opened the door to the demandant. Mr. 
Charles, upon his firſt entrance, obſervin 
things in ſome diſorder, aſked where his 
Iris was; when ſhe heard his voice, and 
even flew down ſtairs to receive him, 


He 
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He could not but take notice of an 
unuſual ſhineſs, both in his Iris, and her 
aunt, which ſeemed to him, as if his viſit 
was unſeaſonable; nor could he forbear 
to unveil his ſuſpicion: when leaſt he 
ſhould conceive matters to be worſe than 
they really were, Mrs. E-d-c-6 took upon 
herſelf to ſtate the diſcourſe they had been 
upon, and the letter that had been thrown 
in at their window, by the diſturber of 
his 1r:s's peace. He aſked whether they 
had read it? and was anſwered that they 
had, which cauſed. him to be craving of 
the ſame favour, It was thereupon com- 
mitted to him, who after peruſal replied, 
that he could mak eno doubt of the man's 
ſincerity; but was ſorry he ſhould have 
placed his hopes upon forbidden fruit. 

He then aſked [ris what ſhe thought 
of it? who replied, that it grieved her 
ſhe durſt not ſatisfy him of the reaſons of 
her neglect of him; but as that could not 
be; ſhe could not help compaſſionating 
of him. In ſhort Mr. Charles was fo fond 
of the man, for the love he bore to his 


wite, that he could have ſuffered no little 
matter 
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matter himſelf, to have appeaſed his 
anxietys; but nothing being ſafely to be 
tranſacted, ſave a bare cauſeleſs denial of 
his ſuit; they contented themſelves to let 
things rub on as they could, till by re- 
peated repulſes, he ſhould defiſt of his 
own accord. _ vr | 

It was not many days afterwards, that 
my dame was ſent for to the crying out 
of an intimate acqaintance, at about half 
2 mile diſtance from her; when not 
chooſing to leave her neice behind her 
alone, ſhe took her with her, by way of 
ſhewing her what ſhe muſt one day come 
to, as ſhe told her. 

They tarry'd till the duſk of the eve- 
ning, when the buſineſs being over, the 
company moſt of them returned home. 
Their way lay a-croſs a little common, 
where moſt of them ſeparating to their 
different habitations, mother E-d-c-b and 
neice took a ſeveral rout by themſelves, 
through a lane that lead to the road, on 
the ſide whereof their dwelling ſtood. 

When they came to the end of the 
lane, it was almoſt dark; but ſome glim- 
mering of the riſing moon appeared, by 
| which, 
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which, as they were turning to the left, 
into the road home, my dame who was 
foremoſt, ſaw ſome ſhadow of coach 
wheels to her right; but took no great 
notice of them, ſuppoſing only, that the 
ſervant might have alighted from his box, 
upon ſome particular occaſion; but three 
ſep» further had ſhe ſcarce moved, be fore 
Iris ſcreamed out fo veheminantly, as 
ſtruck ſuch horror into the old woman, 
that ſhe became quite helpleſs ; nor had 
ſhe more than juſt turned her about for 
the cauſe, before three or four fellows 
were cramming Tris into the coach, the 
door was ſhut, and the attendants diſ- 
poſed of, either behind, or on ſeparate 
Horſes, and were all preſſing forwards ſo 
ſpeedily, as to be both out of her ſight, 
and hearing too, 1n an inſtant. 

To follow them by herſelf, ſhe knew 
would be to no purpoſe, To haſte away 
to the town, in order to procure aid to 
rſue them, would be as uſeleſs : for be- 
fore ſhe could have prepared that, the 
raptures might be miles off, and have 
taken ſuch roads, as that it might be im- 


poſſible to overtake them. 
My 
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My dame was a woman of ſuch know- 
ledge, and experience inthe world, as but 
ſeldom to have been at ſuch a plunge, as 
ſhe could not readily extricate herſelf 
from, but here, ſhe was quite ſenſeleſs, 
and bewildered ; nor had ſhe the leaſt in- 
vention, to employ on any means what- 
ever, for the recovery of her loſt neice. 

She longed for an opportunity to inform 
Mr. Charles of the diſtaſter; but could 
could contrive none, till (as ſhe preſumed) 
he would call in upon her the next day 
as uſual, to ſee his 17s: and even then, 
how to break an affair of ſuch importance 


to him, when he ſhould come, the knew 
not, neither what might prove the con- 
ſequence of ſuch a fatal blow to him; 


but as the knowledge of the partys con- 
cerned in this rape, would contribute not 
a little to her ſatisfaction, ſhe reſolved to 


apply at Mr. W—<!ls, the innkeepers, 


to ſee whether he was at home, or abroad, 


and in caſe of the former, from his looks, 
and behaviour, to form a judgment whe- 
ther he was concerned in the affair, or 
not: for that it muſt be , who 
had carried her neice off, ſhe was morally 
| H certain 3 
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certain; and then, that Y/——/l; his 

agent, who had already ſhewn himſelf fo 
ſanguis e in the matter, muſt have been 
concerned in her aſportation, ſhe could 
not but violently ſuſpect. 
The poor woman's heart was ready to 
ſplit within her, for her whole walk to 
2 Is; but that ſhe might afford no 
ſuſpicion of her errand, before ſhe arrived 
at the gate, ſhe wiped her eyes, and other- 
wiſe ſhook off her heavineſs, as much as 
poſſible. 

She intended to aſk for J/ As, and 
had framed her firſt ſpeech, introductory 
to her further diſcourſing him upon the 
head ; but was diſappointed, by meeting 
his hoſtler, (juſt as ſhe was turning in at 
the coach gate) whom perfectly knowing, 
Ralph, ſaid ſhe, is my couſen J——1!s 
at home? He reply'd, that his miſtreſs 
' was; but his maſter was gone upon a 

journey. Mrs. E-d-c-b expreſſed her 
diſſatisfaction thereat: for that ſhe had 
ſome very material buſineſs with him; 
but deſired to know when he fat out, and 


when he expected him home again, 


The 
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The hoſtler not being let into the ſe- 
eret, made no difficulty of declaring, that 
he heard his maſter make mention of 
D-n-c-t-r, and therefore he preſumed, 
that he, and another gentleman were 
going thither, having hired a coach and 
four for that purpoſe. This he ſaid, he 
the rather imagined, for that his maſter 
had a very particular friend, one Mr. 
B-/-c-w,- who kept the ſwan there; but 
as his maſter, he believed, was only gone 
to accompany the other gentleman, they 
might only be to call or lie at D-n-c-t-r, 
for aught that he knew. 

Mrs. E-d-c-b having now, as ſhe be- 
lieved, made the moſt of the man, was 
too impatient to be gone, for the enquiry 
of more particulars, than the name of the 
gentleman his companion; when the 
hoſtler mentioning =, my dame 
thought, ſhe had it all as much before 
her, as if ſhe had actually ſeen the faces 
of the raviſhers: ſo that wiſhing him a 
good night, ſhe returned, 5 

As it became not her to undertake any 
thing, without firſt conſulting Mr. Charles; 
ſo ſhe was obliged to defer all further pro- 
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ceedings to the next day; but fearing, 
leaft Mr. Char/es ſhould be late before he 
he came, or that any thing particular 
might detain him to the following day; 
ſhe could no longer endure the uncertainty, 
but reſolved to go up to Mr. C—d—?'s, 
in hopes of an opportunity of ſeeing her 
young maſter, by ſome means or other, 
and of informing him, either by words, 
or figns, or a little note ſhe had written, 
that ſhe wanted him at her houſe in- 
ſtantly. . 
My dame was firſt to frame an errand, 
that might call her to the ſquires, and 
this ſhe did, to beg a piece of the 
houſekeepers plaiſter, for a perſon who 
had hurt his leg fadly. She firſt kept 
talking in the yard for a conſiderable time, 
with the ſervants, in hopes of Mr. Charles's 
coming out; but ſeeing nothing of him, 
ſhe then rapt at the kitchen door; when 
who ſhould open it to her, but Mr. Charles 
himſelf, with his gun in his hand, as if 
going a ſhooting; the common pretence 
for his abſence, when he made a trip to 
his Tris; but as it might be ſome hours 
perhaps, before ſhe might ſee him, he 
uſually 
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uſually bringing ſome game with him ; 
ſhe bigs. a ſcript of paper into his 
hand, wherein ſhe defired his company 
immediately; and then opening her buſi- 
neſs of the plaiſter, he went forwards, 
after ordering a ſervant to the houſe- 
keeper, for what the good woman 
wanted. | 
We may be ſure, that no graſs grew 
under either of their feet, before they 
were met in my dames kitchen; but as 
his firſt words ever were, Mat bave yon 
done with my Ix Is? when he faw her 
not ; ſo ſcarce had he now uttered them, 
before my dame wringing her hands, 
cry'd, O!_ my dear fir, I wiſh you may 
ever ſee her more. | 
So ſhocking a ſound, left Mr. Charles, 
almoſt lifeleſs ; nor had he the power to 
aſk after the cayſe of that ſevere ſpeech to 
him, for ſurprize, and under the horror 
of hearing ſhe was dead. He could not 
cry, for that would have been in his favour ; 
but ſomewhat riſing in his throat, ſo ob- 
ſtructed his breathing, that he was juſt 
falling lifeleſs from his chair, if my dame 
had not caught him in her arms, and told 
H 3 him, 
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him, that the preſent of all others, would 
be the worſt time he could give way to 
deſpondence in: for that the recovery of 
his Iris, would depend ſolely upon his 
vigorous reſolution, ſpeedy invention, and 
Ready proſecution of the means for re- 
gaining her again. 
This ſpeech of my dames, carrying ſo 

miſterous an air with it, and the hopes 
of beholding his Tris once more, depend- 
ing, as he heard, upon the vigour of his 

reſolution; Mr. Charles, even put a force 
upon his ſinking ſpirits, that he might 
diſpell his fears, till he ſhould have heard 
what my dame had further to ſay to him, 
which he intreated her to be as conciſe 
as poſſible with; ſo that ſhe was but at 
the ſame time, explicit too. 
Sir, faid dame E-d-c-b, your Iris and 
you, both pitied that villain =, 
for the inſatiable regard he had for her ; 
but, O fir! added ſhe, never bore the 
earth ſuch a ſcoundrel raviſher. 
Raviſher! ſaid Mr. Charles! you deſtroy 
me. O!] let me hear the worſt; for my 
very ſon! endures ſuch torment, till your 

tale ſhall conclude with the height of my 

A e | miſery, 
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miſery, as is inſufferable, My Vis 
raviſh'd?' did you ſay? demanded he. 
He miſtbok ber, ſhe ſaid, if he ap- 

lied that word to the ultimate evil of the 
act; but ſhe aſſured him, ſhe meant no 
more, from her own knowledge of facts, 
than that her neice, as ſhe was accompa- 
nying her home from a neighbours, the 
laſt night, was ſnatched away from her 
by ruffiains; clapped into a coach, and 
carried off in the twinkling of an eye, 
from her further ſight, and notice. 


! Whither! whitherto have they car- 
ried her? ſaid Mr. Charles, tell me, thou 
moſt accurſed of all women, or (ſnatching 


up his gun, and pointing to her) J will 


blow thy brains out, inſtantly; and then 
my own: for to live without my Tris, 
will be as impoſſible for me, as without 


an heart in my body, 
Mrs. E-d-c-b begg'd him to turn away 
the muzzle of the gun from her, and to 


moderate his fury: for that he had ſo 


terrified her, that ſhe could not ſpeak to 
him, till he became more patient, and 


converſable, 
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He begged her pardon for his paſſion, 
proteſting, that he was not maſter of 
himſelf; then ſetting away the gun, 
which my dame locked into a little clofet, 
ſhe told him, ſhe believed ſhe could now 
be upon a par with him, and proceeded to 
ſtate all that ſhe had diſcovered to him. 
Mr. Charles was now more than ever, 
ſubjeRed to a dilemma, which he knew 
not how to diſintangle himſelf from: for 
fain would he have gone poſt after his 
Tris to D-n-c-t-r ; but what would his 
father think? be ſaid, of his abſence from 
home, for ſo many days as it might poſ- 
fibly take up, to find and repoſſeſs his 
Tris again? and then, ſhould he claim her 
there for his wife, what would become 


of him and her? W——//s would, at 


his return, blaze about his-marriage to 
her, and then, it could not be long con- 
cealed from his father. | 


He was the moſt unhappy man breath- 


ing, he ſaid; firſt to be conjoined to a 


wife whom he ſo dearly loved, and durſt 


not avouch for ſuch; and then, to be the 


ſon of a father, who could make no con- 
deſcenſion to his ſatisfactions in life. 
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Mrs. E-d-c-b replied, that he only loſt 
time by his complainings ; and infiſted, 
- that either he muſt, before it was too late, 
follow, and recover her, or relinguiſh all 
thought of her for ever. To this Mr. 
Charles anſwered, how eaſy a thing it 
would be, in the depth of his anxiety, to 
part with his — nn, which would 
even paſs pleaſurably from him; but never 
whilſt he retained it, could he tolerate a 
ſeparation from his Iris. eee e, 
He aſked my dame, whether the next 
day might not be time enough to ſet out 
upon the purſuit ; for that if fo, he would 
that afternoon gain his fathers conſent, 
for viſiting a friend of his for two or three 
days, which time he could then emp] 
in the purſuit of his Iris? when there 
being no among of appeaſing his fa- 
ther without it, the confented to his 
waiting till next morning. She purpoſed, 
ſhe ſaid, to accompany him herſelf, if 
they could leave their horſes at .-, 
where ſhe would meet him early, and. 
hire a chariot for D- c-: for other- 
wiſe, ſhe ſhould never be able to hold 
F ggg 
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out at the way of riding he would chooſe 
on horſeback. | 

This being adjuſted, and having obtain- 
ed for his journey, the caſe, was how to 
get rid of his ſervant, who always attended 
him on ſuch trips; but this alſo, upon 
his pillow, he had ſettled the foregoing 
night, whilſt his head had been at work, 
upon every occurrence, that might but 
create the leaſt impediment, tohis recovery 
of his Iris, and that, in the privateſt, and 
leaſt ſuſpicious manner imaginable too. 
As Mr. Charles and Tom, were riding 
towards M—/—w next morning; faid 
Mr. Charles, have you any friend or rela- 
tion, Tom, that you ſhould chooſe to 
ſpend two or three days with, who lives 
within a moderate ride from thence ? Tom 
replied, he had an unkle, a farmer at 
T—d—1—z, whom he had not ſeen for 
many years; and whenever his maſter 
could ſpare him, he had had thoughts of 
going to aſk after his health. Then Tom, 
faid his maſter, now is your time: for 
though, I know my father would rather 
keep me at home, than let me viſit a 


friend without a ſervant; yet, in ſome 
caſes, 


(172 ] 
caſes, I look upon a ſervant, as burden- 
ſome to familys, who, would frequently 
rather have the maſter's abſence, than 
the entertainment of the man too; where- 
fore, if you will go, and ſtay two or three 
days with your unkle, by which time I 
ſhall be back again at M—/—w, you may; 
or not meetifig me there, be ſure you ſtay 
till I come. Here, take this half guinea, 
added he, to bear your charges; but be 
fure leave not the Crown, till I come to 

_ 530 oa 
: Tom brim full of thanks to fo gracious 
a maſter, made the beſt of his way to 
. T—d—n—n, whilſt Mr. Charles rode on 
to meet my dame, who had been before- 
hand with him, and had hired the chariot, 
which at his alighting, ſtood ready for 
receiving him: ſo that he had only his 
horſe to put up, and to drink a ſip of 
malled wine that my dame had prepared 
him, before they ſtepped into the vehicle 
together, and were moving; but never 
ſeemed hours more tedious, than till they 
arrived at their defired haven, though not 
at the very ſame inn, that they expected 
to meet with the loſt lady at. | 


H 6 CHAP. 


Methods for recovering Iris. What Con- 
dition they find ber in. Iris's Account of 
Mr. M—1ſ—n's proceedings with ber. 


T was the duſk of the evening when 
they arrived at their inn, and here they 
had the whole paſt day's ſchemes to re- 
capitulate, in order to elect the moſt pro- 
bable for ſucceeding: for we may preſume, 
little elſe had been laid upon the carpet all 
day, than the ſureſt methods of circum- 
venting the raptors, by ſurprize, and 
regaining Iris from their poſſeſſion ; leaſt 
a fingle falſe ſtep at their firſt onſet, ſhould 
blow up their whole plot. 

Being ſhewn into a room, they there 
laid the ground work of their enſuing 
1 conduct 
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conduct, which was by no means to be 
departed from, but upon meer neceſſity, 
arifing from the delinquents themſelves, 
and their proceedings. Now in this man- 
ner they manag'd it. | 

My dame went, ſo ſoon as it was dark, 
to the Swan - Turd, where the enquired 
if Mr. W——/ls was there; for that ſhe 
very much wanted to ſpeak with him, 
The hoſtler knew ſeveral W——//fs, he 
ſaid, but that he only troubled his head 
with horſes, not with men; ſhe muſt 
aſk at the bar, he told her. This not 
being to her mind, for fear of being 
blown, ſhe returned to Mr. Charles, and 
then, as before had been agreed, they 
applied to a magiſtrate for a ſearch war- 
rant, to ſearch ſuch an houſe for the 
gentleman's wife, who had been violent- 
ly carried away by ruffains, one of whom 
wanted to marry her. Here my dame 
made oath of her reaſons, for ſuſpecting 
their having brought her to the Swan: 
ſo that his worſhip being ſatisfied, that 
ſuch a force had been put upon the lady, 
made no ſcraple of granting them his 
warrant, en | 
| | The 
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I be next ſtep was to the peace officer 
with it, to whom, Mr. Cares promiſed a 
round reward, in caſe of his utmoſt di- 


ligence in the ſearch; but the conſtable 


alledging, that in ſo large an houſe as he 
had mentioned, there were ſo many ways 
out, that whilſt he was examining one 
part, the criminals might fly by another, 
adviſed them to hire ſuch a guard as might 
ſecure all the avenues, as the only way of 
proceeding with effect. 

This Mr. Charles making no ſcruple 
of; the conſtable having planted his aid, 
as himſelf ſaw proper, my dame was to 
enquire at the bar, whether two or three 
gentlemen, and a lady, had not arrived 
there two nights before, who were (till 
remaining there. 

It was the maid of the houſe who then 
happened to be in the bar; but before 
ſhe could form her anſwer, up comes Mr. 

— , the landlord, to demand 
what that woman wanted? and whom 
ſhe: would ſpeak with? my dame then 
repeating her enquiry to him; have they 
no names ? ſaid he. One of their names 


' ſhe told him was .- o, go, 
TT aid 
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ſaid he, trouble not me with your imper- 
tinence, I know no one of that name, 
in all the world ; go about your buſineſs, 
if you have any. Take care of the plate, 
that none lies about there, (added he to 
the maid) and woman (faid he to my 
dame) turn out of my houſe, or IIl have 
you ſecured; you can have no good de- 
ſign here. 

My dame, taking his impatience for a 
ſure argument of his guilt, ordered in Mr. 
Charles, the conſtable, and two of his aid 
with him, to ſearch the houſe round, 
which put Mr. B—/—c—w into no little 
confuſion, ſo ſoon as he was apprized of 
their errand, and fain he would have left 
them, as be told them, to the free ex- 
amination of his houſe, as they pleaſed by 
themſelves; but the conſtable , detained _ 
him, till he had planted a fellow upon the 
ſtair caſe, with ſtrict orders, to knock 
down whoſoever ſhould forcibly inſiſt, 
either upon going up or down them; then 
the conſtable applying to the landlord, de- 
fired him to proceed him to the ſeveral 
apartments below ftairs, firſt, and then 


above; which office, when be perceived 
ein 
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that he could no ways be excuſed from, 
he told them, that he had a new married 


couple in his houſe, who having been. 


there for ſome time, might probably 
fpend ſeveral days more there, but in caſe 


beſides the diſcredit it might bring upon 
his inn: for that they would imagine the 


ſearch to be after robbers, or highwaymen, 


and would never afterwards think well of 


him. 


The officer troubled his head but little 
with this ſpeech; but my dame conceived 


great hopes from it: ſo that to work they 
went below ſtairs; but notwithſtanding 
the guard upon the ſtaircaſe, ſome one 


had found out, a back way to the cham- 
bers, and had given the alarm there : fo 
that the ſearch was not perfected below, 
before they were all called off, by a vio- 


Tent outcry of murder, which after two 
or three hafty repetitions, they heard again. 
indeed, but reſembling that of a perſon 
near ſuffocating, or too far gone to be 


clamorous. Both Mr. Charles, and my 


dame, 


they ſhould be diſturbed by a peace officer, 
it would make them quit his houſe, where- 
by he might loſe the taking many pounds ; 


ae | 
dame, plainly diſcovered his Iris voice in 
the cry; when leaving the conſtable, they 
both following the ſound into an outhouſe, 
or walhhouſe in the yard, heard ſüch 2 
ruſtling and noiſe there, as being wholly 


in the dark, themſelves, they durſt not 


purſue any further; but both roaring out 
conſtable! here they are; here they ace; 
the ſearch was thereupon adjourned to 
this outhouſe, where fo ſoon as ever they 
entered with lights, the firſt object they 
beheld was Iris, flat upon her back, and 
her face bound round withanhandkeichief, 
ſo tight, that ſhe could not draw breath 
enough through it to ſupport herſelf, _ 

Mr. Charles ran to embrace her ; fell 
down by her to kiſs her, and was ſo 
fondly diſpoſed, as undoubtedly to have 
ſmothered her quite, had not by dame 
drawn him off; and then turning her over, 
unty'd the handkerchief ; by which means, 
the by little and little, recovered the full 
play of her lungs, and was: ſoon able to 
ſtand, and converſe with them. 

The hurry of ſpirits that this incident 
had thrown them all into, had prevented 
their ſearch after thoſe who had com- 


mitted 


. 
mitted this outrage, till the lady was 
ſomewhat recoyered again; ſo that all 
their future endeavours, were vain : for not 
one of them could be found, having made 
their eſcapes, whilſt the officer and his 
attendants, were buſied in their care of 
tris; nor indeed, was my dame in the 
leaſt forry for it; fince, it theſe, had been 
taken, there muſt have been a ſecond ap- 
pearance before the juſtice, and Mr. Charles 
muſt have been bound over to proſecute 
them at the next aſſizes; all which, as he 


had recovered' his wife again, was much 


better to be funk; than revived. Mr. 
Charles therefore, having amply contented 
the officer and his aid; my dame and he 
took Tris home with them to their 
quarters. 4 92 . 1 T4] « # 1 f | LE 

Mr. Charles and Vis were fo loving, 
and amorous at their return, as greatly to 


diſappoint my dame of the news ſhe ex- 


pected, from the amount of what had 
become of Iris, ſince her carrying off; 
how ſhe had behaved amongſt ſach a crew, 
and' of her anſwers, to a whole budget 
of querys ſhe had to put to her; nor when 


their toying, and billing might have 


concluded, 
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concluded, can I well ſay, had not my 
dame taken them to taſk, by telling them, 
that thoſe foolerys were fitteſt between 
the ſheets, and alone; nor was ſo much 
of them to be intruded upon company, 
without ill manners. 55 * 

Come, come, ſaid ſhe, neice, let me 
know how you have ſped, from the mo— 
ment you. left me, till we found you upon 
the pavement? that will be the moft 
material thing for our preſent purpoſe ; 
as alſo whether you have ſuffered in your 
honour or not, from thoſe ſcoundrels ? © 

As to that, aunt, ſaid ſhe, I am fafe; 
though had you not found me out as you 
did, I cannot be reſponcible for the effects 
this night might have produced; but not 
to anticipate facts, ſubſequent to the reſt 
of my relation, in point of time ; you 
know, that when I was parted from you, 
you had ſcarce ſtept out of the lane, leading 
from the common to the high road: now 
as I was following you, a man claſped me 
in his arms, raiſed me from the ground, 
and ran with me to a coach that I had 


not before ſeen, into which he thruſt . 
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dy the help of ſome of his companions, 


who came running to his aſſiſtance. 
I ſcreamed out ready to break my heart, 
kicked, and ſtruggled all that was in my 


power, but in vain: then two of them 


leaping into the coach to me, away we 
drove, without the leaſt order given in my 
hearing : for I preſume, that all partys 
were agreed upon where they were to 
convey me to, before hand. 

I had not long been ſeateſt, before one 
of them told me his name was M-; 


he begged me not to be frightened, for 
that he aſſured me, I was in hands that 
would fall a facrifice to my preſervation, 


and that he had only fallen upon the pre- 
ſent diſagreeable method of making me 
his own, by ſnatching me out of the cuſ- 


tody of an aunt, whom he perceived to 


be intent upon my ruin, by preventing 
my marriage with him, for her own ends, 
and to makea gain of my honour, to ſome 
baſe man, who might ſoon caſt me off, 
to the ignominious treatment of a world, 
who could neither forget, nor forgive an 
error, to the reputation of my ſex. 


O! 


| 8: 8 

O! my deareſt Charly! ſaid ſhe, what 
were my anxietys at the thought of lea- 
ving you (for aught that I then fay to the 
contrary) for ever ! | 

Well! we journeyed on all night, nor 
halted we more than for a ſingle glaſs of 
wine which one of the riders on horſeback, 
of whom we had at leaſt four, had pur- 
chaſed at an inn, where he ſaw a light, 
and at a convenient place, put into the 
coach to us; and this, as near as I can 
gueſs, muſt be about twelve o'clock at 
night, 

About fix in the morning, we arrived 
in our inn, When I was in great hopes, 
that upon ſight of one of the maids, or the 
miſtreſs of the houſe, I ſhould have found 
ſome comfort to my ſorrows; fince in my 
then opinion, none of my own ſex, but 
muſt have pitied me, and have ſtood up 
for my relief, and ſuccour ; but this I 
ſoon found to ſubſiſt in my own fancy 
only; for having upon ſeveral occaſions, 
afterwards, an opportunity of converſing 
with the females of the family, they 
ſeemed as inſenſible to my hardſhips, as if 
they had not heard the leaſt ſyllable I faid 


to 
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to them. This indeed, greatly "TR 
me at firſt; inſomuch that I aſked one of 


the girls I had complained to, whether 
ſhe was deaf or no; but ſtill looking grave 
as a ſenator, as chough there was nothing 
in my caſe worth moving her; the reply'd 
that perſons in her (tation, had no butineſs 
with other peoples concerns ; and this was 
all that I could ſqueeze out of her. 

J had cried out at my firſt entrance of 
the inn, but that he who called himſelf 
M-, {wore to me, that no manner 
of diſgrace, or injury was intended me, 
orany more, than for him to obtain a fair, 
and impartial hearing from me, ſeperated 
from my aunt, and excluded from her in- 
fluence over me. Then no ſooner had 
Mr. V concluded, than the fellow 
who fat on my fide, ſwore horribly, that 
if I made the leait noiſe, at whatever 
houſe we ſhould cone to, he would thurſt 
his dagger to the hilt into my body, 
and I verily believe, he would not have 
abated an inch of his promiſe; for a more 
abandoned looking wretch, added ſhe, I 
never beheld with my eyes, when it came 


to de daylight; nor can I perſuade my- 
on 


i 
elf, that he was of a more polite profeſ- 
Mon, than that of an highwayman, by 
che numberleſs (cars, and ſeams that over- 
W ſpread his face, from forehead to chin; 
nor were they leſs plentifully diſpeſed over 
his head, when he had plucked off his 
wig the next day: ſo that a more horrible 
ſpectacle, to have kept me in awe, could 
not have been ſelected from amongſt the 
whole race of mankind, I am certain. 
Being now arrived at our inn, faid ſhe, 
I was ſhewn into a bed-chamber, and left 
there, to amuſe myſelf as I pleaſed, either 
by ſleep, or otherwiſe, as I ſaw fit; but 
it was up two pair, of ſtairs backwards, 
leaſt I ſhould have attempted my eſcape 
by the window, About eleven, I was 
called to breakfaſt, . when only Mr. 
= and I ſet down to it; or have I 
ſeen any one ſoul yet, added ſhe, but 
=, and the ſhocking fellow that 
before mentioned to you, though there 
were four or five more, their companions, 
that attended us till day-break, and whom 
J have ſince, at times, heard them repeat 
the names of, as ſtill in waiting. 
Mrs. E-d-c-b aſked, if her couſen 
= Walls 


J 
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.li was of their number? to which 
Iris replied, that ſhe knew not, though 
it was moſt likely, that perſons upon ſuch 
a deſign would aſſume teigned names, for 
fear of a future detection. 

Mr. =- f $:e ſaid, having been 
her companion all the day, had not ceaſed 
to pteſs her to marriage with him, which 
ſhe as conſtantly oppoſed, telling him, 
that ſhe was already engaged, by promiſo 
to another gentleman. He gave her then, 
ſhe ſaid, another night to conſider of it; 
but aſſured her, that his determination 
being fixed, for making her his wife at 
laſt; if ſhe was reſolute in perſiſting ſtill 
in her refuſal of him, he might as well 
ſerve himſelf of her at firſt, as at laſt; 
for which reaſon, unleſs ſhe would con- 
ſent to their marriage on the morrow, he 
muſt be obliged, though ever ſo averſe 
from his inclination, to compell her to it, 
and deſired her to reflet, how much more 
happy they might both be, under a vo- 
luntary, and mutual concurrence in their 
wedlock, than under violence, uſed to 


either of their pleaſures, . 
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She was fo intolerably reſtleſs, and 
uneaſy, ſhe ſaid, for the whole night, 
leaſt any ſtratagem ſhould be employed to 
her diſgrace, that ſhe ſlept not for a ſin- 
gle inſtarit; and glad ſhe was at the 
appearance of day, when ſhe might be 
the better upon her guard againſt it; but 
then, the threatned nuptials, which he 
had aſſured her ſhould be that day cele- 
brated, almoſt (in imagination) diſtracted 
her, 

As for ſaying the ceremony, or making 
the regular re ppuſes; no hardſhips upon 
earth, ſhe reſolved, ſhould ever induce 
her to it ; but again, when that chequer'd 
face fellow darted into her mind, there 
ſeemed no one thing too difficult to be 
complied with, ſo that ſhe might but 
avoid his terrible threatnings. oy, 

After breakfaſt, ſhe ſaid, that very day, 
and after that he had once more put the 
queſtion for marriage to her, and ſhe had 
refuſed it, in came a little half ſtarved, 
meagrely man in a parſon's habit, who 
defired to know, whether they were the 
gentleman and lady, who had ſent for 
him a-while before? to which X - 


1 1004 
zhe Po replied, 
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replied, they were. She then, ſhe ſaid, 

told him, ſhe ſent not for him, nor would 
ſhe accept of his office : for that the gen- 
tleman wanted to impoſe a marriage upon 
her, whether ſhe would or not, and to 
which ſhe was reſolute, never to conſent. 
The parſon, added ſhe, or ſham parſon, 
for ſuch I believed him to be, replied, 
that a natural modeſty, fo inherent in the | 
virtuous of my ſex, for the moſt part, 
prevented the lady's previous aſſent to the | 
nuptial bands ; but that he was not at all 
to be diſcouraged thereby : ſo that if the 
gentleman pleaſed to give the word, he 
ſhould proceed to the ceremony, | 

The preparations the parſon was ma- 
king, ſhe ſaid, threw her into ſo violent 
a paſſion, that the parſon conceiving, 
there would be more difficulty in the job 
than he had expected, aſked Mr. M-, 
who he intended ſhould appear as the 
lady's father? when Mr. - called 
out major Gaſb; upon which, her faſt 
friend chequer face appearing, her heart 
at once, ſhe ſaid, ſubſiding to her heels, 
the even durſt not decline, whatſoever 


major put to her : for taking her by the 
| hand 
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hand, he led her up to M=, whilſt 
the parſon drew up for the ceremony, and 
had now began with Mr. M-, who 
readily anſwered his part ; but when it 
came to her turn to anſwer, whether ſhe 
would take him for her huſband, even in 
ſpite of the major's preſence, ſhe faid, ſhe 
cry'd no; acquieſcing, .rather in death, 
than to violate her faith to the man ſhe 
was betrothed to. 

The parſon then again demanding the 
ſame queſtion, and ſhe, as poſitively as 
before ſhe ſaid, denying; the major de- 
fired the parſon to proceed : for that he 
appearing to him as her father, and con- 
ſenting, the young woman's conſent under 
age, was of no manner of ſignification : 
ſo that domine taking the hint, ſhe ſaid, 
| went through with the ſervice; rather 
marrying = and the major toge- 
ther, than herſelf and -n; but 
however that might be, ſhe ſaid, 1-4 
claimed her as his own upon it, and which 
| was far worſe to her, the major ſwore 
roundly, that he would aſſiſt at the 
ſtocking, after ſeeing them fairly bedded, 
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Nay, ſhe infiſted, that in caſe her aunt, 
and her deareſt Charly had not redeemed 
her as they did, ſhe had become a facrifice 
to their villainy, and been an undone 
woman. 

She added, that whilſt the conſtable 
was ſearching below, the miſtreſs of the 
houſe running up the back ſtairs to them, 
begged them to fly, for that a warrant 
was iſſued againſt them, and the houſe 
was already ſearching for them ; where- 
upon, the ſaid M—j—r and the major 
clapping her between them, M—/—: IB 
preceded her, and the major following, 
drove her towards; whereupon, in 
hopes of relief, ſhe cried murder; till 
the major fearing to be detected, threw i 
his handkerchief over her head, and tying 
it tight behind, ſo ſtopped her breath, 
that ſhe was almoſt ſuffocated ; nor could 
ſhe be forced a ſtep further than were 
they found her: for there ſhe fell, the 
 faid, without expectation of ever riſing i 
again; nor had ſhe breathed till they 
came, but through the utmoſt force ima- W 
ginable, and ſtraining. 3931, | 


She 


19 
She heard her oppreſſors run up ſtairs 
again, ſhe ſaid, after ſhe fell; but what 
became of them after wards, ſhe knew 
not, Then her Charly catching her in 
his arms, and they hugging each other; 
my dame told him, that as matters had 
fallen out, ſhe ſhould think a good ſupper 
to them who had faſted fince morning, 
to be by much the more agreeable 
exerciſe, and that therefore, ſhe would 
leave them, to beſpeak it, 
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CH AP. XII. 


Iris zs retaken Captive, Mr. Charles 
would kill himſelf. Mrs, E-d-c-b's 
Arguments againſt it. Iris eſcapes again. 
Her Perſecutors quarrel, Her Dijireſs. 

' Surprized by Major Gaſh's Voice. 
Avoids bim. 712 


AVING thus happily recovered 
his Iris, as he thought, from the 
jaws of deſtruction; his mind now ran 
upon their return, leaſt by a longer ſtay 
there, he ſhould chance to be known, 
and ſo the ſtory ſhould reach his father's 
ears at laſt, after all the caution that had 
been taken to prevent it. 

He propoſed it therefore to his Iris, 
and her aunt, to ſet forward again, as the 


next morning. This proving alſo agree- 
able 
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able to them, orders were given for the 
chariot to be in readineſs, ſo ſoon as it 
ſhould be light enough to drive ſafely. 
He informed them how he had diſpoſed 
of his man, and that he would therefore 
accompany them to M—/—w, where 


taking horſe himſelf, he would carry his 


ſervant home with him, and leave them 


to proſecute their journey by themſelves :_ 


for he told Iris, that ſhe would have but 
an indifferent -time of it, to fit upon a 


cricket, whilſt he remained with them. 
The morning proving very bright, they 


were ſtirring early; but their chariot being 


ready at its time, having paid their recko- 


ning over night, they ſtaid not for break- 
faſt; intending at the end of ten or a 
dozed miles, to make an halt for that 
meal, Few are the deſigns of man; not 
ſubje& to fruſtration! for they had not 


near reached the end of their firſt ſtage, 


before four men on horſeback, maſked, 
ſtopt the chariot, drew Iris out by main 


force, mounted her upon a pillion behind 


one of them, and tying her round his 
middle, galloped off with incredible ſwift- 


neſs; notwithſtanding her cries, that 


14 might 
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might have pierced the very hearts, of 
even brutes themſelves, leſs ſavage than 
her raviſhers. | 

It would not only be vain, but imper- 
tinent, to delineate the behaviour of Mr. 
Charles on this unfortunate occaſion ; let 
it therefore ſuffice to ſay, that his paſſion, 
had fo far gained the aſcendant of his 
reaſon, and his pangs of mind were ſo 
excruciating to him, that had it not been 
for my dame at his elbow, he had cer- 
tainly that day, meaſured the duration of 
his diſtreſs, by transfixing his ſword through 
his vitals ; but ſhe, watching the move- 
ments that his deſpair urged him to, and 
at the riſque of her life, interpoſing juſt 
at the very critical inſtant ; not only pre- 
vented that cataſtrophy, but ſecuring his 
ſword, obliged him, involuntarily, to 
ſubmit to, at leaſt, the hearing of her 


arguments. 


She ſtated to him the cowardice of 
ſuicide; for that no man who was maſter 
of his reſolutions, or could conquer his 
paſſion, was ever known to be guilty of it. 
She apprehended it to be only made uſe 


of by thoſe, who could not bear with the 
WH lot 
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tot of humanity, as a ſort of remedy, 
againſt their ſlothful, and daſtardly ſpirits, 
to give them at once their quietus; inſtead 
of bravely labouring for the maſtery, even 
unto the laſt ſtruggle, that they might 
come off with honours, and conqueſt. 
How glorious it was therefore for a man 
rather to grapple with. difficulties till he 
vanquiſhed them, than ſuffering himſelf 
to be led captive by them, to waſte his 
own blood under the preſſure of them, the 
would ſubmit to his cool reflection, ſhe 
ſaid; nay in his caſe, if as he had often 
profeſſed, his Iris was invaluable to him; 
how he could admit a thought, rather of 
abandoning her for ever, with his own 
being, than of retaining the probability 
of regaining her, whilſt himſelf ſhould, 
in full vigour, enjoy the bleſſing, ſhe 
could no ways reconcile to herſelf: for, 
was ſhe not loſt to you before? faid ſhe, 
and yet within two 'days, was ſhe your 
own again? ſo now, what you deplore 
as an abſolute privation of her, I term 
only a removal, till a little contrivance 
and induſtry, ſhall recall her to your em- 
braces again, 
15 Mrs. 


— 
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Mrs. E-d-c-6 had the moſt happy fa- 
culty in all natures, for removing the 
ſufferings of her nephew and neice, as 
they occaſionally overtook them : ſo that 
under the credit of what ſhe had offered, 
Mr. Charles grew greatly compoſed, truſt- 
ing ſolely to her management, for bringing 
him and his Tris together again; and 
under the ſtrength of the confidence he 
plan'd in her, got ſafe to his father's in 
the evening. 

Whilſt Mr. Charles was amuſing his 
mind with hopes of ſoon beholding his 
Iris, through her aunts means, and my 
dame was half wild, for the invention of 
ſome ſtratagem, that might but produce 
to her an hint of her neices deſtination ; 
poor Irin was upon her travels to her 
new admirer; who not expecting her de- 
parture fo early in the morning, was not 
. for purſuing her in the carriage 

e had hired to bring her thither, till ſo 
long after ſhe had ſet out, (for ſhe had 
been cloſely dogged by =, or his 
ſpies, from the time of her eſcape from 
them) that he deſpaired of overtaking her 
as he had intended; ſo that he r 
oniy 
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only his horſemen upon this enterprize. 
Theſe having ſeized their prey, were to 


bring her to the plac he had nominated, 
W when he purpoſed to receive her into the 
, coach to him, and to carry her, where he 
5 was that night determined to bed with 
8 her, as what muſt prove the clencher to 
d his future hopes in her; they did fo, and 
e now they were ſeated together; but ſo 
1 tedious had they been in bringing their 
| matters to perfection, that by the time 
5 they had arrived within ſix miles of their 
8 ſtage, the day was quite ſhut in upon them, 
Y and it clouded over ſo, as to ſurround. 
f IMF them in a profound darkneſs, —--__ 
* Towards the latter end of their journey, 
; they had a very narrow track to purſue, 
˙ witha vaſt precipice to their left, for a full 
— quarter of a mile; nor had they the leaſt 
t other guidance down it, than as their 
> horſes ſhould chance to ſee their way; 
> the leaſt deviation trom which, muſt in- 
| evitably hazard all their necks down the 


precipice. The coachman firſt hinting * 
this to them, and the two men diſcourſing 
upon it under ſome diſmay, from an ap- 
prehenſion of their danger; Iris who for 
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the latter part of the journey, had ſhewn 
herſelf more reſigned to her fate than be- 
fore, deſired them to alight, and that they 
would conduct her down the hill on foot: 
for that ſhe not only dreaded to he in the 
dark; but above all things, ſo dangerous 
a drive in a coach, where, in caſe of an 


accident, no ſtruggling, or invention of 


their own, would avail them. 

This reaſoning prevailed for their alight- 
11g, but it was then ſo dark, that neither 
of them could ſee the other. Mr. 
- would have gone firſt; but the 
major, who was then their companion, 
would not ſuffer it; deſiring him to bring 
up the rear, with the lady betwcen them, 
and that he would take the van, to give 
notice of approaching danger. 

They had not proceeded many yards, 
before the major, who rather out-marched 

them, ſtepping into ſome hollow, fell 
down, and imagining the danger to be 
far greater than it was, moſt Juſtily called 
out for help. This Iris hearing, and that 
by his voice, he muſt be ſome yards be- 
fore her, ſhe ſtopping ſhort, deſired Mr. 
M—f—1 to go forwards, and ſee that the 

poor 
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poor gentleman had come to no miſchief: 
for that for her part, ſhe was afraid to 
move a foot, till ſhe ſhould know what 
danger lay before them. 

M= judging this but reaſonable, 
and ſeeming pleaſed, at the concern ſhe 
expreſſed for the major, put on, but 
cautiouſly, to his friends relief; defiring 
madam not to ſtir, till he ſhould return 
to conduct her; but no ſooner had he 
paſſed by her, as ſhe could perceive by his | 
bruſhing againſt her, than turning directly 
to her right hand, ſhe ſtole along ſtrait 
forwards, regardleſs of whatever might 
befall her, ſo that ſhe could but once find 
herſelf clear of their hands. Six ſteps 
under this total darkneſs, as perfe&ly pla- 
.ced her out of their knowledge, as had it 
been fix hundred miles: for unleſs either 
of them ſhould caſually run againſt her, 
or hear her tread, had they been maſters 
of three pair of eyes each, they could no 
ways have beheld her: ſo that ſtepping 
carefully and flowly, a fingle minute, 
placed her out of all their conception, of 
which point of the compaſs ſhe had ſteer- 
ed to: nor by the time that — 
ad 
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had found out th major, and dclivered 
him from his peril, could either of them 
tell which way to proceed, or to which 
point their faces tended : for at the diſ- 

tance ſhe then was from them, ſhe could 
hear each inquiring of other, which was 
the trace they were purſuing ; nor could 
the forbear laughing in her ſleeve, when 
they were forced to call out to her, to know 
by her anſwer, which way they came 
from: for 1 expected nothing leſs, 

than that ſhe had ſtood like a ſtatute where 
he left her: but all their outcry, no ways 
aſſiſting them in the diſcovery of her, ſhe 
faid, they then began curſing at each 
other ; one, for being ſuch a blockhead, 
as to cry out of an hole, where no ſuch 
thing was to be found ; and the other, 
for having been at ſo much pains to ſe- 
cure a lady, and then to leave her behind 
him, where he might be ſure he would 

never ſee her more, 

Though Iris was ready to die through 
fear, for the calamities that might befall 
her, through the courſe of this diſmal 
walk ſhe was upon; yet, as any thing, in 


her een was preferable to a con- 
tinuance 
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tinuance in the cuſtody of the man, whoſe 
principles ſhe deteſted ; to the privation 
of every her enjoyments. with the man 
ſhe delighted in; the puſhed on, as near 
as ever ſhe could gueſs, as ſtrait forwards 
as ſhe poſſibly could, for the interpoſition 
of trees and buſhes ; ſhe frequently run- 
ning againſt thoſe, and theſe as often 
plucking her back again, as they caught 
at her garments: ſo that from the ſeveral 
deflections ſhe was compelled to make, 
and the want of light to purſue any ſtrait 
walk by; where ſhe ſhould find herſelf 
by morning, ſhe knew not; but any 
place would be an heaven, ſecure from 
M—j—n's ſurprizing her, and any com- 
panions angels, to the ſociety of major 
Gaſb, and his comrades, | | 

She made not the leaſt halt, or once ſet 
down, till the day broke upon her; at 
which ſhe found herſelf in a very dirty 
lane, to which ſhe could neither ſee be- 
ginning nor ending; but it being an 
extream bad ſituation for her to repoſe in, 
and no way for her to avoid a ſearch, in 
caſe ſhe ſhould hear any body coming, ſhe 
ſtill ſtruggled onwards, though fo miſe. 
582 | rably 
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rably fatigued, and jaded, as ſcarce to be 
able to drag one leg after the other; nar 
had ſhe ſtill the leaſt proſpect of a deli- 
verance from the ſame narrow lane before 
her, or ſcarce could ſhe ſee twenty yards, 
either backwards or forwards, for the 


crookedneſs of the way, and the buſhes 
aud trees that over hung it. 


After a tireſome paſſage in this inclo- 
ſure, ſhe arrived at an old barn, whereunto, 
if poſſible, ſne determined to thruſt herſelf, 
and gain a little reſt: for ſhe was now fo 
faint with her travel, as to ſtand in need of 
nothing more. The door had a padlock 
upon it, but upon the firſt touch that ſhe 
applied to it, it opened, and glad ſhe was, 
of ſo comfortable a dormitory, Two 
parts of it were filled with barley in the 
ſtraw, upon which, by the help of the 
holes in the weather boarding, which 
preſented themſelves to her moſt plenti- 
fully, ſhe clambered up to twice her own 
heighth upon it. Judging now of the 
diſtance ſhe might be from the place ſhe 
eſcaped: from; by the time ſhe had been 
upon her feet; in-perpetual motion, though 
but ſlowly; notwithſtanding ſhe had 
n walked 
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walked in dread of an hue and cry, for 
the whole courſe of her journey. She 
then imagined herſelf ſafe enough from 
her enemies finding her, and was about: 
to have laid herſelf along, inceremoniouſly, 
for the benefit of the ſweet repoſe ſne had 
promiſed herſelf there; but however, 
as ſo much would depend upon her ſecre- 
tion, at all events, from the buſy eye of 
whoſoe ver might intrude themſelves there; 


ſhe reſolved to lie as free as poſſible from 


obſervation, and for that reaſon, at the 
further end of the mow, ſhe beſtowed 
no little pains, for raiſing up ſueh a com- 
E of the ſtraw, as ſhe might fairly bury 
rſelf in; determining to ſpread it as 
much over her as poſſible, that ſhe might 
lie quite private, and ſnug under it. She; 
did ſo, to the beſt of her {kill, and then, 
ſettling herſelf for ſleep, ſhe was ſcarce; | 
tor three minutes longer, fearful of what-. 
ever might happen: for ſhe fell into one 
of the ſweeteſt ſlumbers, ſhe had ever in. 
her life enjoyed. 1 17 6! 
How long ſhe had lain there is uncer- 


| tain; but the very firſt thing that awakened 


her was, the moſt peculiar ſound of major 
Gaſh's 
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| CGaſh's voice: which, though ſomething 
| womaniſh, was nevertheleſs ſo ſqueak- 
' | ingly loud, and fhrill, as to be the moſt 
| remarkable that 1r:'s had ever heard. 

She was ſcarce a ſubſiſting woman, from 
the moment that ſhe firſt heard him ſpeak; 
and then upon his ordering one of his 
comrades to ſearch the mow, would have 
given her life for a farthing, as it is ſaid. 
She was under ſuch terrible apprehenſions 
ot being diſcovered ; but when ſhe heard 
one of them climbing up by the broken 
boards, as ſhe herſelf had done, for ſearch- 
ing the top of the mow, ſhe thought that 
ſhe muſt have cried out, in prevention of 
the fellow's treading upon her, which ſhe 
' had no other room than to expect to be 
the caſe, every moment. | 
| It hath ſo often been verified, as to have 
| (for time out of mind) been a proverb, 
M ben ills have arrived to an extremity, 
I, bey then will mend; and as fair weather 
10 rain, ſo joy will ſucceed to them, Juſt 
ſo it fared with the almoſt diſtracted Iris: 
for the fellow having aſcended, til] he 
could fairly deſcry every part of the mow's 
ſurface, and being mentally ſatisfied that 

no 
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no perſon was there, he again deſcended, 
to aſſure the major that they muſt con- 
tinue their ſearch further, for that the 
 b—ch, as he then called her, had ambled 
fome ſtrides further. 

O! the delight that this ſound admi- 
niſtred to the ears of the diſconſolate Iris, 
who now hoped ſhe had eſcaped their 
malice, and might lie there, ſo long as 
ſhe pleaſed, without dread of their return, 
to a place they had been already diſap- 
pointed in: for after a few curſes beſtowed 
upon her and themſelves, ſhe heard them 
retire, and'ſhut too the door after them. 
The lady's impatience. for diſcovering 
the way that their retreat would tend to, 
would not ſuffer her to lie buried any 
longer; ſo that ftarting up, and peeping 
through the chincks of the weather 
boarding, ſhe ſaw them all, their number 
amounting but to three, with the major, 
take horſe at a little diſtance from the 
barn, and proceed in a ſtrait line, to the 
end of the field the back of the barn 
fronted to, when ſeparating each from 
other, they beat round the hedge ſide, as 
hunters to ſtart their game ; till meeting 

at 
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at a gate on the oppoſite ſide, they fell 
to the ſame in the next field too, and on 
again to the third; when the hedges ob- 
ſtructed her further pioſpect of them. 

Seeing no more of — urſuers, ſhe 
turned her eye ſomewhat - to her- 

ſelf; when to her thinking, ſhe beheld a 
ſteeple, that in her journey the day before, 
ſhe had taken peculiar notice of; but 
F imagining ſhe muſt have been at a vaſtly 
3 greater diſtance from it, ſhe contented 
1 herſelf witkrbelieving it to be only like one 
1 ſhe had ſeen: ſo that now ſhe was ſtir- 
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ring, ſhe reſalyed to look gut at the other 
fide, and end of the barn, that ſhe might 
a little diſcover how the land lay ; when 
to her abundant aſtoniſhment the mon- 
ſtrous valley they were the haſt night de- 
ſcending to, when ſhe ſo happily made 
her eſcape, lay ſcarce a quarter of a mile 
before her. N 
ler fears now all redoubled upon her; 
what would become of her? ſhe faid, 
whitherto could ſhe fly, whilſt the ſearch 
was ſo hot after her, and ſhe herſelſ, but 
ſtill in the middle of it? What had ſhe 
been about all the laſt night, to have gain. 
e 
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ed no more advantage by her flight? 
ſhould ſhe quit her aſſylum, ſhe ſhould 
fall into the very jaws of her bittereſt 
enemies; and to remain where ſhe was, 
would be to ſubmit to a lingering death : 
for that ſhe was already ſo droughthy, 
as ſcarce to tolerate the miſery ſhe ſubſiſt- 
ed in: however, ſhe determined to 
endure even this, till night, and then 
{ſeeking out for ſome road, where the 
might but ſhelter herſelf in a villiage, or 
town, ſhe was in hopes, that common 
humanity would invite the inhabitants to 
ſecure her from further violence, ſhould 
her late lawleſs companions not only diſ- 
cover her abroad, but lay claim to her 
perſon too. 

With theſe thoughts, ſhe laid herſelf 
down again, having firſt in the beſt man< 
ner ſhe was able, made her obſervations 


upon the country, as ſhe was to take for 
ſhelter, 
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Iris's Diſfreſs to gain à Lodging. Her 
Condition mended, Ms--ſ--n ſpreads 
about a Deſcription of her; and offers a 
Reward for taking ber, Debate about 
the Reward for ber. Her Landlady 

Aiſcourſes to It is thereupon, Iris relates 
the Story to ber. Finds a Friend in her. 


EVER was poor lady under more 
perplexity how to behave, than 


Iris; the reſolved to lie by till night, 
however, and as ſhe could ſee a large 
town to her left, if ſhe could but hit her 
way to it in the dark, ſhe doubted not 
its having ſome great road through it, 
wherein ſhe might travel homewards the 

next 


20 
next day, after having ficſt ſecured a 
a lodging for herſelf that night. | 
She therefore quitted her retreat about 
owl light, that (he might ſuſt ſee how to 
ſteer herſelf, at the beginning of her 
walk; but the twi-light ſoon leaving her, 
ſhe was now as much as ever puzzled, to 
guide herſelf with the leaſt certainty ; till 
entring upon a large common field, ſhe 
from the uninterrupted opening before her, 
beheld the lights of the town the had be- 
fore ſeen, and meeting with no obſtructions 
till ſhe had croſſed it, was then within a 
trifle of reaching the town; but then the 
boundary of the land, preſented to her not 
the leaſt gap, gate, ſtile, or other open- 
ing, whereby ſhe might gaia a paſs to the 
houſes. - | 
It had rained ſo hard for moſt part of 
the evening, that ſhe was by this time 
almoſt drowned, and was up to the mid- 
leg in mud, and clay, in croſſing the new 
ploughed lands; but yet, though every 
ſtep ſhe took upon the ſlippery clay, ſhe 
could with much ado keep her legs, was 
ſhe forced to almoſt emcompals this ſpot, 
in order to recover ſome paſs out of it; 


till 
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till at length, looking behind her, to diſ- 
cover how far ſhe had moved from the 


lights, not the leaſt glimmer of any of 
them was tebe ſeen. This ſo diſpirited 


her, that but for the certain deſtruction it 
muſt have proved to her, and for that no 
future hope could then remain of reviſit- 
ing her deareſt Chariy, the would have 
fallen upon the wet ground, and have 
waited her fate there contentedly, She 
had not walked many poles further, be- 
fore ſhe perceived a gate-way, and made 
up to it; when her plcaſure, and aſtoniſh- 
ment, are ſcarce to be conceived, from an 
apparent view, of the lights again; but 
though Iris made a great difficulty of this 
phænomenon, it is plain, that though 
through the angles of the hedges, that lay 
between her and the town, when ſhe 
laſt looked, the lights had been withdrawn, 

in her then ſituation, and though ſhe ap- 
prehended no leſs than that ſhe had been 

receding from the buildings all the while; 
yet ſhe had been advancing towards them ; 
ſo that having paſſed the gate, and row 
finding herſelf upon an hard road, ſhe made 


up to the lights, and ſoon entered the rown. 
Her 
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Her heart even leaped in her boſom 
at this pleaſurable ſight; nor had ſhe 
walked far in it, before ſhe arrived at a 
public houſe, and went in; but in ſuch 
a wet and draggled condition, that the 
people looked but very cooly upon her. 
She defired to know whether ſhe could 
have a lodging there for the night? to 
which the ſervants (who alone as yet had 
ſeen her) replied, they could not tell; 
but would ask their miſtreſs. 

She deſired that ſhe might ſtand by 
the kitchen fire to dry herſelf a little, ſhe 
ſaid; for that ſhe was almoſt periſhed 
with cold and wet; when after a flight 
grumble, the man told her ſhe might if 
the would; but privately (as ſhe heard 
him) ordered the maid to ſet by and 
watch her. | 

She then deſired to have a glaſs of wine, 
but the fellow replied, he choſe not to 
draw it till his miſtreſs came down. Theſe 
ſlights of the ſervants, (and not know- 
ing but ſhe might fare more hardly from 
their miſtreſs, and poſſibly be turned out 
of doors) drew the tears from her eyes fo 
plentifully, that ſhe ceaſed not for ſome 

; K time, 
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time, to bewail herſelf even to an extra- 
vagance. 

At length arrived my landlady, a very 
tight and well-behaved elderly woman, 
as need to be; to whom is unfolded her 
complaint, of having loſt herſelf in the 
dark, where ſhe had been wandring till 
ſhe was quite wet through, That ſhe 
hoped to find a lodging at her houſe, and 
had demanded ſome wine to refreſh a 
little, from the ſervants, but could ob- 
tain none, till ſhe came down. ; 

The old lady giving out ſome ſpeeches 
ſignificative of her reſentment of ſuch u- 
ſage to ſtrangers in her houſe, asked what 
wine ſhe pleaſed to have, and white be- 
ing fixed upon, deſired to know, whether 
ſhe would have it hot or cold, or if ſhe 
choſe it mulled with an egg? ſhe alſo de- 
fired her to take off her wet gown, and 
ordered the maid up for one of her bed 
gowns ; and was in every other reſpect ſo 
obliging, that the ſudden mutation of the 
ſcene, again drew tears of pleaſure and 
gratitude, from the eyes of the ſoft hcart- 


ed Iris. 


Upon taking off her upper garments, 


whoſe 
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whoſe colours were quite changed with 
the wet ; ſhe diſplaying a moſt charming 
pair of ſtays, and filk quilted petticoat, 
with every thing elſe proportionable : the 
next word from the maid was, madam, 
to her; and from that inſtant a fire w:s 
ordered in the lady's chamber. She was 
asked what the pleaſed to have for ſupper ? 
ſheets were hung to the fire; nor in ſhort . 
was the leaſt thing wanting, that could 
have been in preparation for a perſon of 
the firſt rank: ſo that Iris finding her 
condition thus altered, called about her 
the more freely, as having money in her 
pockets for anſwering all demands. 

She was now ſhifted in her chamber, 
from. head to foot, and after eating an 
hearty ſupper, in lieu of the five preceed- 
ing meals that ſhe had been deprived of, 
ſhe laid her down to reſt more comfort- 
ably by far, than on the foregoing morn- 

The deſcription. of Tris, as a woman 
who had eloped from her husband, hav- 
ing been ſpread about this town, with an 
ample reward for the apprehending her, 
had given the man-ſervant a ſtrong jea- 
K 2 louſy, 


queſtion ſee 
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louſy, that Iris was the very woman. 
This he had conferred over with his fel- 
low ſervant, and ſhe had revealed their 
ſuſpicions to her miſtreſs; when the next 
AG to be, how they ought to 
behave to her:? 
Mankind are fo craving after profit, 
that the iniquity of the means, but ſel- 


dom can reſtrain them from converting 


it to their owu uſe, if poſſible, let who- 
ever elſe ſuffer for it. Now this ſavours 
too much of meer ſenſe only, and ſelf 
intereſt; for though a conſcientious man, 
may be no leſs an admirer of this world's 
goods than a robber; yet, it is ever made 
a maxim by him, that he comes honeſtly 
by them, without prejudice to any of his 
fellow creatures; nor even to preſerve 
himſelf from ſtarving, will he poſſeſs 
himſelf of that morſel, not to be ſpared 
from another's mouth. _ | 
Whereas, the unconſcionable man, 
having placed his heart upon the premium, 
conſiders not. the pangs which another 
may ſuffer, by his ſcizing it. The po- 
ſeſſion is all he ſeeks after, and this he 
will graſp, was all nature to be diſſolved 


by his fruition, The 
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The waiter inſiſting that this was the 
woman inquired for, declared he would 
intitle himſelf to the reward, by a diſ- 
covery of her perſon and reſting place; 
which, leſt he ſhould do without her, 
and thereby intitle himſelf to the whole 
ſum ſtipulated for; the maid declared, 
that ſhe would go with him, and give 
her joint information of the fact : for that 
ſhe looked upon herſelf to be equally in- 


tituled to it with him; nor ſaw ſhe the leaſt 


reaſon in the world, for his running a- 
way with it all: But the fellow preſum- 
ing he could be before hand with her, 
vowed he would have all or none, and 
that he would immediately run with all 
ſpeed and give notice of her. The maid 
then inſiſted, that if he offered at any 
ſuch thing without her participation, or 
at leaſt engaging for her. ſharing the re- 


ward with him, ſhe would inſtantly ac- 


quaint the lady of his purpoſe, and by 
contributing all that ever ſhe could to her 
removal, fix her at ſome. other place 
where ſhe might have it wholly in her 
power to make the advantage. 


Whilſt theſe two were at high words 
K 3 about 
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about Tris, and each ſtriving to turn her 

to his or her account, down came their 
miſtreſs; who hearing them ſquabbling 
about ſomewhat, demanded the cauſe; 


# which at length they told her, was about 
Who ſhould have the reward for appre- 


hending and giving notice of the lady a- 
bove ſtairs, who was, they were certain, 
the very woman inquired after, and for 
taking of whom, a ſum of fifty pounds 
had been offered. 

Their miſtreſs abounding with more 
humanity than her ſervants, immediately 
replied, that having the lady in their cuſ- 
tody, was very ſufficient for them, in 
caſe either of them could find in their 


hearts to betray her (perhaps an innocent 


perſon) into the hands of (poſſibly) a brut- 
iſh husband, who both had, and might 
maltreat her; and that without hearing 
her ſtory as well as his. As for her part 
ſne ſaid, if the lady above was the perſon 
ſought after, and had ſhe not a mouthful 
of bread in the world, nor knew ſhe 
where to get it, ſhe would never obtain 
it by her information, unleſs it was prov- 


ed to her, that the lady had eloped from 


her 
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out ſo late, and ill provided againſt the 
weather, in a ſtrange place, ſne was well 
ſatisfied in her own breaſt, from the ſe- 
veral parts of her apparel, which were fit 
for the wear of almoſt any lady. 

She deſired her to be ingenious with 
her, and inform her of the truth of her 
caſe, which would then intereſt her in 
her pre ſervation. 74 

Have thoſe villains then ſo cloſely laid 


their ſchemes, ſaid Tris, that even the 


whole country ſhould be bribed into their 
party? and am I to be the poor limited 
bird, that fly which way I will, am 
doomed to fall under their net? what 
have I ever done ſo criminal, that the 
hand of fate ſhould be thus ſet againſt 
me ] 

Madam, added is, I am the wret- 
ched creature, for the recovery of whom, 
this mighty reward is offered; but by no 
husband of mine, I can affure you, ma- 


dam, he, is the very beſt of men, and 


now, equally tormented with myſelf, at 

our ſeparation, irrt 
The villain who now haunts me, would 
have been my husband, had I conſented 
I 5 ft) 
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to him ; but providence had, before 
placed me in the arms of the tendereſt 
man breathing, from whom, I have been 
twice violently torn, by this fellow, who 
Now offers a reward for taking-me. 

I avoided him, but through the dark- 
neſs of the night, two nights ago. I 
wandered through the pathleſs wilds till 
morning, when I lay by in a barn all-day, 
which his companions nevertheleſs, unſuc- 
ceſsfully ſearched for me ; and laſt night 
I travelled hither, having never broke 
my faſt, ſince the ſecond preceeding eve- 
ning, till I arrived here ; but madam, 
added Iris, that you may not believe me 
an abandoned creature, who am for a- 
voiding my real husband ; favour me but 
with your impartial ear for a ſhort ſpace, 
whilſt I recount to you both who I have 
been, and alſo who now I am; then ſa— 
tisfy me, if your mind can recollect a 
wretch, that has been ſo barborouſly trea- 
ted by a deſigning monſter, as J have 
A 

Iris then beginning with her parents, 
the reputation they had lived in, and the 
place where there cataſtrophe had happe- 


ned 
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ned; her being relieved from the ſame 
fate, by a neighbouring young gentleman 
who from that inſtant fell in love with, 


and ſoon after married her; the happy 
condition ſhe lived in with him, and the 


ſtill much happier that they might live 


in, durſt he but acquaint his father of it, 
but he being vaſtly rich, and inſiſting up- 
on his ſons marriage to ſome ſuitable for- 
tune to his eſtate, they ſuſpected no leſs, 
ſhould he hear of his ſons marriage to her 
than his being diſinherited. | 

Their marriage ſhe ſaid, being thus 
reſerved as a privacy, to the knowledge 
of which, none but an aunt of hers had 
ever been admitted, ſhe paſſed in the 
neighbourhood for a maiden, which the 
believed, gave the firſt riſe to a courtſhip, 
one M-, (the perſon who had now 
{et a price upon her head) had commenc- 
ed to her; and though ſhe had ever re- 
jected him, as became her to do; yet, be- 
lieving her fingle, he had firſt carried her 
off; and ſtated in hat manner, as alſo 
his baſe behaviour to her, relative to his 
pretended marriage, and how near ſhe 
Was to her undoing, hau not her hut ane 


* 
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and aunt, in the very nick, routed her 
foes, and regained the poſſeſſion of her, 
She ſet forth the commencement of 
her return homewards; her being a ſe- 
cond time forced from her husband by 
M—j—nr's emiſſaries, and her eſcape, 
till the arrived at her houſe; and now 
madam faid ſhe, I muſt leave you to 
judge, how far I am worthy to be re- 
delivered into the hands of theſe raviſhers, 

The good woman pitied her caſe ex- 
tremely, ſhe ſaid, and thought it highly 
neceſſary, in caſe of their return, to have 


them taken up and ſeverely puniſhed for 


what they had done; but asked Iris, 
why ſhe did not ſend away directly for 
her husband, to hire a guard to protect 
her in her journey home again ? | 
Iris replied, that if the would give her 
leave to make uſe of her houſe, till ſhe 
ſhould ſee her aunt, ſhe ſhould be oblig- 
ed to her; but ſhe could by no means 
write to her husband, who being under 
his father's direction, could ftir only at 
his pleaſure, without riſquing his whole 
inheritance. She would write that very 
night to her aunt, to come to her ſhe 


ſaid, 


her. 
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faid, and if her husband could any ways 


abſent himſelf from his father's, ſhe 
ſhould be certain of his accompanying 


The landlady asked-her name, but the 


beg'd to be excuſed mentioning her wed- 


ded one; as to her maiden name ſhe ſaid, 


it was B—t—t. B—t—t! replied the 
good woman ; pray was your mother's 
name Jemina ? it was, ſaid Iris. I knew 


| her a girl perfectly, ſaid the landlady; 


we were ſchool fellows, and I think, I 
have heard, that ſhe married a ſhop-keep- 
er at M—d—n, I am the ſole daughter 
and child of that very woman, ſaid Iris. 

Mrs K—g (for that ſhe told Iris was 
her husband's name) ſtooping down and 
embracing her, my dear ſaid ſhe, eſteem 
yourſelf perfectly ſafe in my houſe; for 
my value. for thy dear deceaſed mother, 


ſhall ſo far extend itſelf to thee, that 


neither men nor devils ſhall dare to mo- 
leſt you here: no, you may now put 
them at defiance ; nor ſhall the ſoul that 
dares to diſturb you within my walls, e- 
icape unpuniſhed, though I proſecute 
him at my own expence, 

She 
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She then deſired her, fearleſly, to riſe 
to breakfaſt; after which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
would furniſh her with proper materials 
for a letter to her aunt, to take care of 
her. ; - 
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"CHAP. XIV. 


Judicious remark of an informer againſt 
innocence for reward. Precautions 

talen by Mrs K—g. M—ſ{—n's party 
beaten back, Bloody battle. Victory de- 

clares for innocence, Iris is brought to 

_ fee the wounded. Shocking ſpectacles. 

_ Rioters committed by a juſtice. 


her fer ended, Mrs King calling in 
D her ſervants, to whom ſhe, in ſome 
meaſure recounted the heads of 1r1s's re- 
lation, charged them by no means, to of- 
fer at any, the leaſt hint to any one, that 
might but caſually raiſe a ſuſpicion, of 

thut 
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that lady's being the perſon for whom the 
reward was offered; for that being fully 
ſatisfied ſhe was guiltleſs as to the crime 
alledged againſt her, fhe was reſolved to 
protect her, and to defeat all manner of 
projects to her diſhonour. | | 

The wench ſeemed well enough com- 
poſed to think neither of them would be 
the better for her ; but the fellow mutter- 
ing horribly at the hardſhip of the caſe, 
that he might not get the money as well 
as another, it beinga large ſum for a poor 
man, and might be the making of him; 
George, ſaid his miftreſs, thou art of 
more degenerate principles than I ever be- 
fore took you to be; pack up your things 
and leave my houſe inſtantly; frame what 
account of things you pleaſe, and ſpread 
it where you liſt. The wretch that for 
a bribe to himſelf, would betray innocence 
to adverſity, will one day or other take 
it into his head to cut my throat, the 
more readily to make prize of my ſub- 
ſtance; therefore, do your worſt; for 
not another night ſhall you ſleep in my 
houſe, ſince I am now ſo well acquainted 
with your principles, nn 

Having 
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Having produced pen and r for 
tris, "whillt George 1— . Le p his 
alls, away trotted Mrs K—g to a neigh- 
bouring juſtice of the peace, from whom 
{he procured a warrant againſt M—/--: 
and his confederates, in caſe he or they 
{ hould occaſion the leaſt diſturbance, up- 
on any pretext whatſoever, at, in, or 
near her houſe. Sending then to the 
headborough, her near neighbour, ſhe 
deſired him to be in the way for two or 
three days, or at leaſt to leave word 
where he might be found; and then, at 
a trifling nce in money, and a ſtated 
quantity of her nappy, ſhe hired three 
ſtout fellows to be conſtantly about her 
houſe, night and day, till ſhe ſhould or- 
der them to the contrary. 

This management of Mrs K—g, was 
no ſooner. noiſed about the town, than 
the cauſe of it became as public too; ſo 
that ſeveral ſorry fellows ſtriving for the 


reward, had ſet out upon the diſcovery, 


before George was ready to quit his miſ- 
treſs. There had been a place nominated 
for giving information, about two miles 
off, in the middle way between theirs wy 

45 the 


the next town: ſo that the news of 
where the lady lay concealed, was pre- 
ſently carried thither, and then was to 
be forwarded to the next town, whereat 
the ruffains had fixed their head quarters; 
but the informer, whilſt he hoped for 
the money after his tale had been told, 
was put off; for that he had not appre- 
hended and produced the woman, accord- 
ing to the terms of the notice. 

However, as the gentlemen all agreed 
to follow the informer to the houſe where 
he ſaid ſhe was; they ſtill aſſured him, 
that if by his means they could ſeize up- 
on her perſon, he ſhould ſtill be amply 
rewarded. | IF 

They arrived at Mrs K—g's towards 
afternoon, entered her houſe, ſat down, 
and calling for drink, asked her, whether 
ſuch a woman (deſcribing Vis) had lain 
at her houſe the night before? She plain- 
ly told them there had, and that ſhe was 
then there, One of them deſired to 
ſpeak with her, whilſt another was ſneak- 
ing about to gain the advantage of the 
ſtair-caſe; but Mrs K—g having her 
peace officer with his three comrades, all 

armed 
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armed with clubs and other weapons, 
Waiting in a little room 2 the firſt 


landing place; and having charged them, 
that upon the firſt out- cry of thieves or 
murder, they ſhould knock down who- 
ever ſhould attempt the ſtair-caſe; ſhe 
was the more eaſy with the gentries be- 
haviour below ſtairs: Standing therefore 
with her back to the ſtairs, ſhe replied to 


him who had deſired to ſpeak to Irs, 


that he neither could or ſhould ſpeak to 
Her; upon which, another of them ſhov- 
ing Mrs Kg aſide, puſhed at the ſtair- 
caſe, as the reſt did kf after him; when 
Mrs Kg calling out thieves, out ruſhed 


ber hired men, and laid ſo furiouſly about 
them, that they fetched down two of 
the peace-breakers in an inſtant, who 


falling back-upon their companions, drove 


E the whole ſtring backwards, head formoſt 
into the kitchen. The officer's gang 


then following them, and making the 
advantage of the conſternation they were 


under, after many a ſevere blow given 
them, they drove them all into the yard, 
and ſhut rhe door after them. 16 
Mrs Kg, ſounding forth the N 
| 0 
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of her ſmall troop, and giving them each 


a glaſs of; geneva; each man was twice 
as valiant as before, and vowed he va? 
lued not a regiment of them. 
The foe, having vapoured for ſome 
time in the yard, began to attempt ano- 
ther paſs, through a waſh-houſe, which 
they made no doubt but led into the dwel- 
ling houſe, but ſhe had fo planted her 
forces within, that opening the kitchen 
door again, ſhe told them, ſhe ſcorned to 
barricade herſelf up, againſt ſuch ſcoun- 
drels, as could condeſcend to the abuſe of 

an helpleſs woman. 
They were for ſome time, however, 
at -a ſtand, to conſider whether they 
ſhould renew the attack or not, till at 
length, encouraging one another, they a- 
gain began the aſſault; bot of ſix that ap- 
peared at the ſtorm of the door way, but 
four got back to the yard again; for the 
other two falling upon the threſhold were 
dragged in, and with their legs and hands 
tied behind them, were thruſt UNGER one 
of the kitchen tables. | 

The members of che clrbithuits were 
now equal on both ſides, when ny offi- 


cer 
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cer demanded of the aſſiſtants to ſurren- 
der; buttheſe, with ſome oaths reſu ſing 
fo to do, he diſpatched away his three 


aids, to clear the yard of them, and to 


drive them into the ſtreet, when fearing 
the deſperadoes might gain ſome advan- 


tage over them; whilſt he had quitted 


the door way ro aſſiſt his men, major Ga/h 
withdrawing from the battle, bolted into 
the kitchen, mounted the ſtair caſe at 
once, and hoped to have ſeized the prize, 
but the officer immediately followed him, 
the major ſcarce knew where he was, or 
which way to turn himſelf there, before 
the officer was upon him, and demanded 
him to ſurrender himſelf priſoner. But 


the major having a cutlaſs in hand, and 


diſdaining the ſervile conditions, was ma- 
king at him, to have diſpatched him at 
once; when with one blow of his ſtaff, 
the officer not only broke his head moſt 


confoundedly, but beat his ſword alſo, 


out of his hand. Snatching up this then 
as quick as thought, he ſwore he would 
ſtick it through the majors body to the 
haft, if he did not inſtantly fall flat up- 
on his belly, and ſurrender himſelf. ID 
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The major having no time to diſpute 
the terms, the blood flowing down his 
face enough to ſtrangle him, obeyed com- 
mand, when the officer tying his hands 
behind him, and raiſing him again upon 
his legs, ordered him down ſtairs before 
him to the kitchen, where he left him 
bleeding like an hog that had been ſtuck 
till he went to look after his fellows ; but 
the battle was over before he came : for 
one of the enemy was carried off to a ſur- 
geon ; M-ſ-n himſelf, with three teeth 
out before, and an cye almoſt maſhed in- 
to his head, ſat bleeding upon the ground 
from two to three fractures on his head, 
ſo faint, and lanquid, that of himſelf, he 
could no ways riſe from his preſent po- 
ſture; whilſt the third, having made his 
eſcape, was fled no one knew whither 
to | | 

The battle thus ended in a compleat 
victory; Mrs K—yg went expreſs with 
the firſt tidings of it to the hitherto diſ- 
conſolate Iris; and wiſhing her joy, com- 
pelled her to deſcend to their company; 
for that a pack of more harmleſs mortals 
ſhe ſaid ſhe had never beheld, than ſhe 
had firſt left them all. It 
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It was not without difficulty that Tris 
could be prevailed with to ſee them; aſ- 
ſuring Miſs K—g, that their very coun- 
tenances ſtruck ſuch an expreſs of terror 
into her, as toovercome her ; but not to 
diſoblige one, who had turned out ſuch 
a firm friend to her, the did comply; 
though with trembling ſteps, leaſt any 
one of them, through inveteracy againſt 
her, for the difficulties ſhe had brought 
upon them, ſhould attempt the doing 
her a miſchief, 

She never with her eyes had beheld ſo 
ſhocking an object, as him they called 
ma jor Gaſb, ſetting without his wig, 
with both head, face, and cloaths, all 


over blood, and ſtill ſtreaming. The two 


who lay under the table, ſhe had never 
before ſeen the faces of; but now, one 
of them, as ſhe fancied, but could not 
be poſitive, preſented to her, her kinſman 
, who as far as ſhe could obſcure 
it, withdrew his face from her; but both 
he and his companion, lay more like dead 
vermin beneath the table, ſtowed neck 
and heels together, juſt as they had been 
forced in, than like human creatures. Wes 
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Mrs K—g asked her, which of them 
it was, that had forced himſelf upon all 
this miſchief for her ſake ? but Tris re- 
plied, that ſhe had not as yet ſeen. him. 


Whereupon, the good woman took her 
into the yard to another of them, whom 


| ſhe had left there, ſhe ſaid, in a deplor- 


able caſe; but upon view of the ghaſtly 
ſpectacle, Iris profeſſed that ſhe had ne- 
ver before ſeen him. It had been happy 
for me had I never beheld you, ſaid M— 


. She then knowing his voice, ask- 


ed him what could have induced him to 
render her life ſuch a burden to her? Lovel 
he ſaid. That, replied Mrs K—g, me- 
thinks ſhould have prevailed for your act- 
ing, in all things, moſt agreeably to the 
lady, and not to her terror and confuſion, 

M—/j—1' replied, that he had ſo done, 
till he had found her heart impregnable ; 
and then, other means were to be expe- 
rienced : for that living, (to him) was 
incompatible with the loſs of her. Mrs. 
Ng replied, that he muſt loſè her. He 
never would, he faid. Are you then man 


, and wife? ſaid Mrs. K—g. I'd give you 


firmament, and all beyond it, faid he, 
that 
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that we were. Then, replied ſhe, you 
may reſt ſatisfied, that you cannot be ſo, 
this lady being the wife of another perſon. 
It's falſe! It's falſe! ſaid he, and ſwore 
bitterly to it: but the officer and his aid, 
being about collecting the vanquiſh'd band 
together, in order to their march to the 
Juſtice, M - was forced to riſe, and 
attend them. | 

He begg'd very hard for a ſurgeon, 
that he might undergo a dreſſing, and be 
waſhad, before his appearance to the 
magiſtrate ; but the officer abſolutely re- 
fuſed him: for that he was determined, 
He ſaid, to let his worſhip ſee, to what a 
pitch they had withſtood authority, before 
they would ſurrender. 

The fellow who had been carried to 
the ſurgeon's, was in too dangerous a con- 
dition to be moved: for that the ſurgeon 
believed, the upper bone of his arm to be 
broken, or at leaſt fo cracked, as proba- 
bly to be more dangerous, 
| They marched away to the magiſtrate, 
with few leſs aztendants, than the whole 
bulk of the towns inhabitants; ſuch a 
diſmal parade, having ſcarce ever ie 
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ſeen before. Iris alſo, and her landlady 
were there, who both charged them with 
the riot, and attempt upon her perſon. 
The others, all charged charged - 
with the ſeduction of them, nor had 
- a word to ſay for himſelf, in 
his own vindication; upon which they 
were all committed, for want of ſurities 
for their appearance, at the next quarter 
ſeſſions. I 

Iris had wrote a letter to her aunt in 
the morning; but now, ſo much new 
matter having ariſen ſince that time, the 
found it neceflary to compile another, 
which might prove a ſtate of her affairs, 
as they then ſtood, 

Here, a freſh difficulty arole, which 
ſhe choſe firſt to conſult Mrs, K upon. ; 
It was this ; Whether ſhe ſhould write to 
her aunt or not: for as her enemies were 
now in cuſtody, and thereby prevented, a 
at the preſent, from perſecuting her an 
further; ſhe believed' ſhe might ſafely 
return home, by ſuch conveyance as ſhe 
ſhould firſt meet with, without moleſta- 
tion; and as there ſeemed to be now ſo 
little danger, ſhe feared, it would bat be 


giving 
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A | 
iving to her aunt a trouble in coming to 
her, which ſhe would imagine, might if 

well have been diſpenſed with, 15 * 

Mrs. Kg replied, that it was to be 
hoped ſhe had by her foes impriſonment, #8 
avoided the miſchief, they might other. | 
wiſe have projected againſt her, at het 
removal; but adviſed her to be wary: BW 
for that one of their number having eſca- 
ped, might ſtill lie upon the catch o 
ſurprize her. This, ſhe faid, was what 
might happen; though ſhe ſhould judg: 
them all, to have had their bellys-full of 
their catterwauling project: but ſhould {# 
but ſhould it chance to prove the caſe, 2 
friend in time of neceſſity, was uſeful; 
if not to prevent miſchief, yet, at leaſt, 
to be an evidence of it, 5 
The expence, ſhe ſaid, would be but 
little augmented by it, and probably, her 
ſpouſe might accuſe her of an over fe- 
miſſneſs in her behaviour, ſhould an 
accident befall her by the way: ſo that 
at all events, was the caſe her own, ſh: 
ſaid, ſhe would write, 4 

One or another had ſo drilled on the © 


time, that before [ris could fit down " 
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her letter, it grew paſt time to ſend it 
that night; but as Mrs. -g then told 
her, the poſt called every day at their poſt 
houſe, ſhe was very glad to defer it till 
the morow, her head being then ſubject 
to too much confuſion, for executing it 
in the manner ſhe choſe to do. 


Priſoners eſcape in the night, Inſtance of 
Iris's humanity, Caution againſt over 
covetouſneſs. Account of the priſoners 
eſcape. Iris's flate of ber affair, in a 

letter from Mrs, K—g's, to ber aunt. 


O ſooner were Mrs. -g and her 

maid ſtirring in the morning, and 
had opened their door, than the news 
reached them, that the men who were 
committed for the riot at her houſe the 
laſt night had made their eſcapes, 


 *%" She 
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She ſtayed not to inquire into particu 


lars, before ſhe flew up to Iris's chamber 
with the news, which proved greatly 


alarming to her. What ſhould ſhe now | 
do? ſhe faid, they would certainly beſet 


the houſe in the night, and ſurprize her. 


Never fear! ſaid Mrs, K—g ; I'll hire 1 


my former guard, and then, if they are 


in love with their yeſterday's treatment, 


let em take it, and welcome; but my 


opinion is, that having once eſcaped from | 


the hands of juſtice, we ſhall not have 'em 
here again; very ſoon, No, no, they 
are as yet, rendered too remarkable, by 
their bleeding wounds, to be ſeen again 
in theſe parts: but come the worſt to the 
worſt, you muſt have the ſtronger guard 
home with you. 

Wbilſt theſe two were diſcourſing the 


point, the maid came up to tell her miſ- 


treſs that George wanted to ſpeak with 


her. Mrs, g wondered, ſhe faid, | | 
what the fellow could want with her, | 
who had paid him his wages to a farthing. | 


However, ſhe told Iris ſhe would go down 


to him, and defired her to prepare for 
breakfaſt. | 


Poor 
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Poor George, who had lived with his 
& miſtreſs ſo long, as to be almoſt natura- 
WF lized to the family, having conſidered the 
® raſh act he had been guilty of, and well 
knowing, that the officious fellow who 
had carried the tidings of Iris, had only 
had his walk for his pains, but had not 
received a penny reward for them, was 
perplexed, and aſhamed of himſelf for 
what he had done, and was now come to 
beg his miſtreſs's pardon, and to defire 
her to receive him into her ſervice again : 
ſo that Mrs. -g ſeeing him there, and 
aſking what he wanted with her; George 
hoped ſhe would be ſo good, he ſaid, as 
to excuſe his folly, in giving her occaſion: 
to diſmiſs him from her family. He aſ- 
fured her he had a great value for her, as 
a miſtreſs, and had always been faithful, 
and true to her, wherefore he hoped, he 
ſaid, that ſhe would pardon his paſt error 
and reinſtate him in his place again, 

Mrs. -g pretending buſineſs, that 
would prevent her from talking to him 
juſt then, ordered him to ſet down till 
ſhe was at leiſure; then willing alſo, to 

try 1ris's good nature a little, ſhe buſied 
| L 3 | herſelf 
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herſelf above ſtairs, till Iris came out of 
her room, and was ready for breakfaſt ; 
when ordering of the maid up, as they 
were over their tea, ſhe bid her fend George 
up to her. . 

No ſooner had the poor fellow entered 
the room, and ſeen Iris there, than he 
fel! upon his knees to her, and begg'd 
pardon for the injury he had intended her, 
which he had conſidered himſelf to be 

faulty for; but were it to do again. 
he would ſooner forfeit his right hand, 
than be guilty of ſuch a thing. Tris told 
him, that it muſt have been fo great a 
detriment to her, as nothing could ex- 
ceed, had ſhe been committed, by his 
means, to the hands of a crew of villains, 
who only ſought her deſtruction; but 
however, as he ſeemed to be forry for it, 
ſhe would forgive him. 
 PoorGeorge made her a thouſand ſcrapes, 
thanked her kindly; but then turning to 
his miſtreſs; if ſhe would not pardon him 
too, and take him into his place, he ſaid, 
he ſhould never be happy. Mrs. K—g 
reaſoned with him; ſhewing him how 


cautious people ſhould be, of giving up 
themſelves 
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themſelves to an over eagerneſs for money, 
unleſs in an honeſt way: who, but an 
abandoned profligate, could rejoice in 
other's miſery? or hope, to make a profit 
to himſelf by their ruin? George admitted 
all that to be very true; but begged to be 
retained in her ſervice z when Jris be- 
lieving the fellow ſincere, aſked Mrs. 
Kg what ſort of a ſervant George had 
proved to her? and if ſhe had hitherto 
found him truſty ? to which ſhe replying, 
that ſhe had had but little cauſe before, 
to complain of him: Iris then begged to 
be heard, as a mediatrix for poor George: 
for that, ſhe ſaid, the ingenious mind ha- 
ving been faulty, was the more likely, 
upon ſight of his error, ever after to de- 
teſt it; and as the thirſt after gain, had 
over biafſed George to the ſentiments he 
then poſſeſſed ; fo now being convinced 
they were culpable, he would thence 
forward avoid them, and make her a 
faithful ſervant; and therefore, as it was 
upon her account, ſhe had turned him 


off, ſhe hoped, ſhe would at her inſtance, 


receive him again, 


L 4 
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Mrs. Ng told her, that if ſhe deſired 
it, ſhe would; and ordered him down to 
his poſt; but withal charged him never 
to forget, how much more amiable a 
light that lady ſtood in, who would, even 
with pleaſure, employ her good offices 
for a profeſſed enemy; than himſelf who 
would have induced the ſevereſt of af- 
fictions upon her, who had never offended 
him, meerly for a trifle of gain ; which 
had it arrived to him, from ſuch iniqui- 
tious means, would never have proſpered 
in his hands; but from the ſpeedineſs of 
its acquiſition, have. poſſibly, driven him 
into ſuch extravagancies, as in the end, 
might have brought him to the gallows, 
So ſoon as their meal was over, Mrs. 
KN ſent for the officer, to know from 
him, the truth of the report ſhe had heard, 
She demanded whether his priſoners had 
really made their eſcapes, as ſhe had been 
informed? To which he replied, that too 
ſurely, they had ſo done. She then de- 
manded, by what means they had effect- 
ed it. a 
He faid, that it being too late when 
they left the juſtice, for carrying them to 
268 It. -n 
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L--ſ--t--1 goal, he had taken them to the 
MWhite- Hart, leaving three perſons armed 
to guard them, whom, as his priſoners 
themſelves were but four, and in ſuch a 
mangled condition too, he thought very 
ſufficient for the purpoſe. _ 

His cart being to go out very early in 
the morning, he faid, he was obliged to 
go and give his man orders, for his be- 
haviour at market, about eleven o'clock. 
at night; when they all having drank. 
deep enough, as he thought, of the pri- 
ſoners punch; and leaving almoſt a full: 
bowl upon the table, he locked them all 
in, and took the key with him ; but ſtay-- 
ing till near one before he returned, upon 
opening the door, he found indeed, his 
three aid, but all faſt aſleep, and- his pri- 
ſoners all flown. | 

He could not conceive, he ſaid, which 
way they- could have eſcaped, the door. 
being locked at his coming, and the 


window ſhutter barred within- ſide; till! 


after ſome ſearch, he found a cloſet door 
Open, but juſt pulled to, from whence, 
there was a window into the yard, and 
out of this they muſt have fled, it 


2 being: 
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being open, and marks of their rubbing, 
appearing upon it. He would diſperſe 
notice about the country for taking them, 
he ſaid, and hoped, the proſecutor would 
not bring him into trouble about them. 
The guard he had ſet over them, he 
ſaid, informed him, that having drank 
rather too freely, and it growing ſo far 
into the night, that their converſation had 
for ſome time ceaſed; ſo ſoon as they 
8 their priſoners to be all faſt a- 
cep, they thought it could not be amiſs. 
to refreſh themſelves by turns: ſo. that 
two were to ſleep at a time, and the third 
to watch, alternately ; but the third alſo 
dropping, and the priſoners only ſhamming. 
aſleep; they watched their opportunity, 
ad fo all. made off. | 
Mrs. K—g replied, that if he hoped. 
to avoid a proſecution for his own remiſ- 
neſs, he muſt be the more active for the 
future, at her call :. for that the fugitives,, 
were expected at her houſe again, not 
improbably, that very: night; but how- 
ever, they would not tarry. long firſt, as 
the believed ;. and this he having ſolemnly. 
promiſed, they diſmiſſed him, 1 
| | | 18. 
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Iris having now a compleat narrative. - 
for her aunt, ſent it her in the enſuing. 
letter. | | 


+ 


Mrs. LucinDA C—D—P, 
To Mrs, Mary E=D—c—B, 


DEAR AUNT, i. 
H ING you, and my deareſt Charly 
are both well, as I am at this preſent- 
writing ; this comes to let you know, that 
I made my eſcape from my barbarous tur 
mentors, the very night that I left you, 
through the darkneſs of the night, and. lay 
in @ barn, and after the whole night's tra- 
vel, was near being taken again; but am 
now af ———;, 1 have never yet aſked. 
the name of the town ;. but where I have: 
met with a good ſoul of a landlady, as euer 
breathed, and ſte knew my mother, I find ;; 
and ten to one, but. you too,. if the truth 
was known, You muſt know, thoſe ſad: 
_ devils, had cried me, with fifty pounds re 
ward to take me; and ſo our tapfter was: 
oing to tell them where I was, and my; 
Jand/ady turned bim away; and thoſe. 
L. 6. Wicked! 
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Wicked wrelches deſcribed me, as a woman 
that had run away from her — 7 
think they called it, eloped. 

So ſomebody, the next day, informed them 
where Iavas; when what does they do, but 
barefaced, and by daylight, comes to ſee 
after me, and ſo my landlady told them I 
2045 bere ; but they ſhould not ſee me. You 
may think it inraged them, to come ſo far, 
on purpoſe to ſee me, to no purpoſe, and jo 
up ſtairs they ruſhes; and now you would 
believe they had me ; but my landlady (Mrs. 
K—g) bad planted ſomebody above, who- 
drove them down again, with a flea in 
therr ear, from top to bottom; afterwards, 
they would fight again: ſo three of her men, 
and the conſtable, beat M—ſ—n, and five 
of his men, all to dirt, and there was ſuch 
broken heads, and bloody work, when Mrs. 
Kg brought me down to em, as neer the 
like us ſeen. | 

Lind to be ſure, I was forced to go before 
tbe Jufitce, and Mrs. K—yg and J, ſwore 
againſt em, and ſo they were committed by 
his worſhip, and they were to be ſent to 
Goal; and ſo they all ran away at night, 
and no- loch knows obere they are as Jet, 

ut 
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but if they come again, the conſtable will 
be in with them, be fays, for the laſh trick 
they play'd him. | 99 


But now aunt, being very ſafe here with: 


Mrs K—g, I know not how to get home, 
anleſs ſomebody fetches me, to ſee what be- 
comes of me by the way: for one of the 
raſcal's run away at firſt, and all the reſt 
afterwards ; but one of them who can't run. 
at all, and you know what watching and. 
caballing there may be to take me again, 
no- body can tell, but themſelves; and if I 
have no-body to ſtand by me, as IT ſay, 1 
ſhall come into their hands again, and Dt. 
warrant you, they'll hold me faſt enough: 
next time, you need never fear : ſo, 1 ſay 
aunt, 1 ſhall flay here till I ſee you, or my 
Charly, or both of you. Pray, dear aunt, 
give my duty to my Charly, and my love to 
you, and am, % 
Your dutiful neice, 


L. C—p—T; 
P. S. I have juſt aſked my landlady, and ſhe ſays the 


town's name is P —- 4 — 7, | MEL 
My landlady lives at the Mermaid, and her name is 
K——y. Every body, ſhe ſays, knows her. I ſhall be 

glad if Charly can come with bu. - 
Pray bring ſome money with you; a good deal. Tri 
is 
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Fis having diſpatched away this epiſ- 
the, both her landlady and ſhe, fat down 
contented, till the return of the poſt 
ſhould bring an anſwer ; or ſome vehicle 
or other, my dame E-. e-; but they 
heard no more of the petſecutors of Iris: 
ſo that her good friend = and ſhe, 
were as happy together as the day was 
long; the good woman at her leiſure. 
hours, entertaining Iris with a game at 
put, farm, or all fours, as their fancy 
ſeemed to lead them. | 


7 
. 


Mrs. E-d=c-b ſets out to Iris. Meets W—1ls. 
muffled up. Letter from Mr, Charles- 
to Eis. Virtue its own reward, Iris 

returns home ſafely, Iris and Charles 


3 meeting and purpoſe. FM; 
HLS T is and her landlady 
VVV wereenjoying themſelves ſociably 


her, my dame received the above 


et 
"0 letter. 
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letter from Iris, which the more rejoy-- 


ced her, to think that her honour was as 
yet untainted. She was fully ſenſible, 


from her neices account of things, of the 


many difficulties ſne muſt have run thro”, 
as well as of the dangers ſhe muſt have 
eſcaped ; but what heightened her plea- 
ſure exceedingly. was, her having at laſt 
fallen into ſa good hands, as had: taken, 


ſuch extraordinary care of her: for that, 


had not this bleſſing been ſucceſſive to the 
reſt, what might ſtill become of her, ſhe 
was doubtful. | G | 
As my dames head was running; over 
with reflections of this kind, in comes 
Mr. Charles to her, in moſt penſive mood, 
as he had every day done, ſince his return; 
not ſo much to inquire after, as to bemoan 


with that good woman, the privation he. 


endured of his Iris, accidentally caſting 
his eye upon the table, and obſerving a 
direction to Mrs. E-d-c-6, at M—d—n, 
in his 1r:is's hand, (for that he was ſure 
he could ſwear to) he demanded whence 


that came from? and whether he might 


be obliged. with the contents? for thag 


| Certain, 
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certain he was, it was of his Ir:s's hand 
writing. 

He preſumed, that it muſt be ſome 
GOrmer letter of her, which fince the un- 
fortunate loſs of her neice, Mrs. E-d-c-6 
had taken forth, to indulge her grief 
over; but to his no ſmall ſurprize, ſhe 
replicd, that ſhe had but juſt read it over, 

fince it had been delivered into her hand 
by the poſt man, and that its contents re- 
ſpeed him, more than herſelf. 

The greedy huſband ſnapt at the bleſ- 1 
ſing; but impatient ſtill of the materialeſt 

part of its conterits, before he could ſpare 
time to read it through. O! good woman ! 
faid he, anſwer me, is my Iris ſafe ? has 
ſhe been abuſed by thoſe hell hounds ? 
ſhe replied, that ſhe was ſafe, and ſitua- 
ted even to a miracle. 
I am happy then, ſaid Mr. Charles, and 
peruſed the letter through; till having 
concluded it, What is to be done in this p 
caſe? faid he, good woman, declare to 
me your ſentiments. 

I preſume, faid Mrs. E-d.c-b, you 
would not willingly leave her there, would 
you ? leave my life there ſooner, replied 

r. 
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Mr. Charles; but it will be impoſſible for 
me to attend her there; my father and 1 
have been tiffing of it, ever ſince my re- 
turn, becauſe I look ſo melancholy; and 
ſays, he is ſure, I have found me a miſtreſs 
ſomewhere, though I won't be fo free to 
diſcloſe it; but he bids me beware what 
Ido: for that ſhould I marry her-with- 
out his approbation, not a ſingle groat 
ſhall I ever be the better for him: ſo that 
ſhould I aſk leave of abſence again, it will 
be impracticable to obtain from him, un- 
lefs I could ſhake off my heavineſs of 
ſpirits, and diſpel all cloudineſs: from my 
brows, on d 
Mrs, E-d-c-b anſwer'd, that preaching, 
in his vapouriſh ſtrain, was but loſing the 
time, that the girl might be ſuceoured in; 
and that if he could not go, ſhe muſt: 
for his wife muſt not be left at an alehouſe, 
as though ſhe belonged to no-body; that 
was the way, to have her abandoned by- 
all honeſt people, and given up a prey to 
her adverfaries, for the expence of her 
keeping. | Kutis 
Had he any money by him, to bear 
her charges out and home, and her bill 
at 


. 

at the Mermaid, with perhaps fifty other 
little incident diſburſments, which ſuch a 
caſe as this muſt make neceſſary? ſhe ſaid. 

Mr Charles replying, that his father had 
paid him his quarterage but on the fore- 
going day, engaged to bring her money 
for all requiſites, if ſhe would but under- 
take the journey alone, and return his 
Iris again to his embraces; nor waited 
ſhe a moment on his account; for before 
ſhe was ready for her departure, he had 
brought her every farthing of the money 
he had received, with which ſhe ſet out 
on foot for B-r—f—49, about three miles 
diſtance, not chooſing to hire a coach 
nearer home, 


Juſt as ſhe was about entering into 
-a, who ſhould ſhe meet, but 


her kinſman Il, with his face and 


one ſide of his head muffled up, and rid- 
ing a ſnail's pace. She thought ſhe re- 
membered his horſe again; but unwilling 
ſtill to have him imagine ſo, ſhe ſpoke | 
to him,” asking him what was the matter 
with him, that he was ſo bound up about 
his head? he told her, that his horſe had 
thrown him a few days ago, and that he 

| feared, 
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feared, he had. cracked his ſcull with the 
fall. She [judged by her neice's letter 
from whence his diſorder had fung 5 
but it being no time then for revealing it, 
ſhe pretending to be ſory for his accident, 
_ on about her buſineſs, and left 
im. 

In ſhort, my dame E—d—c—b arriv- 
ed ſafely with her neice; had the whole 
ſtory over again; returned abundance of 
thanks to Mrs K—g, for the humane 
treatment her neice had met with at her 
hands; and when all was compoſed again, 
after ſeveral tears ſhed on all fides, at the 
unhappineſs of the young lady's circum- 
ſtances and reflections upon what might 
have befallen her; my dame defired to 
know, what expences ſhe had been at 
upon her neices account; for that her 
ſpouſe had remitted money for their dif- 
charge. A 

After my dame had delived herſelf of 
what ſhe had in charge from Mr Charles, 
by word of mouth, ſhe then preſented” 
to her neice, the following letter from: 


bim. 


To 
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M Charles C—d—t. 
To M rs Lucinda C—d—t, 


My ever lovely Iris, 
JF you can be able to frame a ſuggeſtion 


_ of the Juffer ngs 1 underwent, upon my 
deareſt. wife's being ſo violently raviſhed 
From my 72 my ſociety and my knowledge, 
,. you can but im ſome little degree be ſen- 
* fble of my ideas of your diſtreſſes ever ſince; 
| and can but partially judge of my mex- 
preſjible anguiſh, for the uncertainty of 
| what might befall you, whilſt I attributed 
| every groſs barbarity to my enemies; you. 
| may then, in ſome meaſure, attempt to de- 
feribe to "yourſelf the joy I imbibed, from 
your account to your aunt, not only your 
Safety, but where ſhe might reach and re- 
cover you. 

0 / my deareſt Iris ! had it been poſſible 
for thy Charly to have been of the party 
with her, you had rather received my ſen- 
timents _ my own lips, than from this 
paper, which cannot in words convey the 
movements of my ſoul, in the leaſt, propor- 
tionately 


A 

fionately to my perſonal preſence with you. 
 T have every ſuggeſtion of the moſt grate- 
ful heart, to tranſmit to the good woman: 
who has been your kind protectreſi, againſt 
the malice and devices of our foes. I have 
ſent money by your aunt, for diſcharging * 
her diſburſements on your account, and for 
making her what little preſent you ſhall ſee 
proper; wiſhing from my heart that it was 
in my power, further to realize the over- 
flowings of my gratitude to her, You may 
aſſure her, at preſent it is not; but auben- 
ever fortune ſhall have added to my flore, 
ſhe ſhall command both me and it, to ber 
ſervice, © 5 | 
Tarry not, my dear Iris, longer abſent 
from me, than whilſt you ſhall have ſettled | 
the means and manner of your return, up- 
on the moſt eſtectual foundation, for ſur= | 
rendering yourſelf unarmed, to the loving 
and longing arms of | 


Your moſt affeftionate husband, | 
Charles. C — 4: 


Tris wept ſo at reading this letter, .and f 
kiſſed it ſo often, that Mrs K—g grew 
| impatient 1 


Ls 
impatient for a ſight of it, if there were 
no ſecrets in it, ſhe ſaid; for as to the 
endearing expreſſions of a man to his wife, 
ſhe ſaid, they were her delight; nor 
could any inconvenience ariſe from the 
. expoſure of them. | 
.  dris could ſcarce part with the dear 
paper out of her hand, as it would de- 
ay her of the re-peruſal of it for fo 
long; but Mrs E—d—c— giving her a 

wink of approbation of the good woman's 
_ defire, ſhe at length delivered it to her, 
Mrs Kg read it attentively, and up- 
on the return of it to Iris again, what 
muſt that loving man have ſuffered, ſaid 
; ſhe, had theſe villains obtained their pur- 
poſe? Well! added ſhe, I ſhall ever e- 
| Neem the day you came hither, madam, 
as one of the moſt auſpicious of my 
_ whole life; in that I was therein made 
the happy inſtrument, for preſerving ſo 
much innocence from perdition. 
She then told Mrs. E-d-c-6, that as the 
lady called her aunt; ſhe muſt be a relation 
to her old play fellow, the lateMrs. B-t—-:. 
Her own fiſter, replied Mrs. E-d-c-6. 
What? Mis. Mary? ſaid Mrs, Y 
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The very ſame, ſhe faid; but that ſhe 
had not the pleaſure of recollecting her. 
No, anſwered Mrs. K—g, you being 
ſome few years our ſenior, .was out at 
ſervice when we was ſo familiar together; 
but I remember you at home, very well, 
before you went out; though you might 
take little notice of me, your junior. 
They then fell upon old ſtories, and in- 
quiries after ſeveral of the youth of thoſe 
days, who were by that time grandfathers, 
and grandmothers, which held for a con- 
ſiderable time. 1 

After this, Mrs. K—g delivered an 
account of the charges of her houſe, and 
the expences of hired men, to protect the 
lady; amounting in the whole, but to 
three pounds eleven ſhillings ; which de- 
mand being ſo very reaſonable, with 
reſpect to the ſervice that had redounded 
from it; Mrs. E-d-c-b, after payment of 
her bill, would have vwreſented her wil 

three guineas, as a gratuity for the care, 
and trouble ſhe had been at, in the pre- 
ſervation of her neices chaſtity ; but Mrs. 
g abſolutely refuſed to accept of it, 
aſſuring her, that as the whole earth 

ſhould 


— 


- 


ö 


| 
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- ſhould not have purchaſed her aſſent, to 
the perpetration of thoſe baſe wretches j: 
purpoſes ; ſo ſhe. eſteemed herſelf ſuffi- 
cently recompenſed, in the capacity te 
| Had effeRually exerted, to the prevention 
of them; and eſpecially, to a lady, in whom 
"ſhe ſhould ever claim an intereſt, for the 
fake of her dear friend, her mother. 
They ſtayed one clear day after Mrs, 
-+E-d-c-b's arrival, and prepared for their 
departure the next morning; having at 
Mrs. K—g's intimation, hired the ſame 
three fellows, armed, to attend them 
either home to M—d—n, or ſo far as they 
mould pleaſe to take them; but though 


this was no imprudent caution, they 


might as well have ſaved the expence of 


it: ſor they met with not the leaſt moleſ- 


tation by the way, wholly owing, asthey 


2 verily believed, to the incapacity of the 


ruffians for action, after the ſevere hand- 
ling they had before ſo lately met with. 
Charles, who had ſcarce quitted the 
fight of my dame E. d-c-b's cot, from the 
time that he might but have expected 
their arrival, till he ſaw the chariot com- 


955 "0g with them, followed them into the 
| houſe ; 
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. 
= 3 PV 1 4 
2 J 1 


- 


T 1 e N 
256 4 ; 
houſe ; when 5 hanging together, 5 N 
blubbering, like children deprived. 
their play things ; leaſt either the co 
man, or neighbours paſſing by, ſhould 
remark them, my dame packed them 
both up ſtairs, where ſhe ſaid, they Wisi wt 
take their bellys-full of it. 8h 
Mr. Charles, when his 1ris and he were 
compoſed, and come down again, told 
my dame, that fo long as M—ſ—n knew 
their habitation, he ſhould never be free? 
from the dread he ſuſtained, of his wife's" 
falling into his clutches again. She had, 
eſcaped, through all the good fortune i, 
nature, twice, he ſaid, as meerly by mis 
racle; but beware of the third time 
if ever he ſhould have the power over bes 
again, he ſhould: deſpair of her _ 
off ſcot-free: for which reaſon, he ſaid 
he would have Mrs. E-d-c- look out fos 
a being, ſome few miles off; here 5 4 
though the ſeldomer, he might viſit her? 
with more ſecurity, and where Mm * 
might not know how to find her: for 
once it was given out, that Iris and he, * 
were gone to ſettle at a diſtance in thaw 
country ; "Fg would then, give her * 
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fibly marry ſome other lady ; from which 


| 40 it ſecurely. 


over for loſt, deſert the chace, and poſ- 


time, ſhe might conclude herſelf ſafe, 
from his future attacks upon her, 

This ſcheme, the women both appro- 
ving, determined to proſecute, ſo ſoon as 
opportunity ſhould arrive, that wy could 


The End of the firſt VoL uE. 


